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THE CHICAGO MEETINGS, 
BY THE REV §&. W. DUFFIELD, 


HEN I sat in the Tabernacle last Sunday morning 
I said to myself, “I wish some of our Eastern 
frien's could only see thie!” D. L M ody—or rather 


the Lord in D L Moody’s help—has reversed the old 


saying abcut the prophet in his own country. To hear 
Moody talk and Sankev sing is as much the rage here 
as it was in New Y rk. Brooklyn, or P siladelphia. 

To one who knows C :icago this whole story is most 
instructive, and I may safely give it to you now that its 
perils are practically past. It may serve to show what 
means God takes to «ff ci a given purpose, and how 
diff-rent'y from men’s ways his wys are revealed. 

Abont ten years since, D L M wdy was at work here 
upon the Young M-n»’s Obr'stian Association and S in- 
dsy-school conventions. He was crode in method, 
intense even to viv'doess in statement, s mewhat cen- 
soricus, and decidkd y « ut of favor with the regular line 
of churches and ministers. In fact, the pastors were 
tempted to shudder now and then at the rorgh cutting 
edge that there was upon the man, His earnestness and 
his force were undoubted. His close friends felt tha’ 
he was to be mcreand better ss the years advanced 
Bat there wrrs many who considered him a very i re- 
pressible sert of an out-of-the-wsy Obvistian, and who 
said, “‘That’s just like Mody,” with anything but ap. 
proval. To but few palpits could he get any admission, 
even ia the interest of tha Yung Men’s Caristian Asso 
ciation. He was, in short, an unclass'fi d “ free lancs,”’ 
who was generally in the toughest kiod of batile with 
sin and Satan, but not at all the favorite com panion of 
gentility and white-handed religion. 

In those days the mission fislds of Chicago were very 
like what they now are,—‘the Sands” and their 
neighborhoed on the north side, Canal and Halsted 
Streets and the Blue Island Avenue region on the 
west side, and on the south side that most pstiferous 
district now known as “ B ler Avenue” and “Cseyenne,” 
or, in other words, the purlieus cf the R ck Island and 
Mi bigan 8 uthern Depots as far as Fourteenth Street, 
between S:ate Sireet and the river. I ought to know 
the country, fer I was once a missionary in it when the 
old Moseley Mission of the Second Presbyterian C .urch 
was on S. uth Avenue and Taylor Street. M wdy 
worked all these fields—eepecially on the north side. 
The man’s z al was terrific, and his cr pacity for effort 
enormous. In his intense desire to do good, I make no 
question but that be was as fr q vently “out of season” 
as “in sesson.” That ‘‘ Ecercise Hardv,” of whom I 
once wrote in these columns, was one of Moody’s boys. 

The natural consequence of all this was the “ Illinois 





S reet Church” revived in the “Chicago Avenue 
Church” afer the fr», Ancther consequence was the 
organization of a band of trained workers such as few 
cities pots ss, Hence Moody c mes back here to meet 
such men as Mj r Whittle, P. P. Biiss, B F Jacobe, 
W. B. Jacobs, aad Mesra Rockwell, D-an, Morton, 
Brewster, Spaff.rd, W. P. Black, E S Wells, Juhn V 
Farwell, and so many who are equally worthy cf mention 
that I am truly ashamed to have written even these 
names. He has come to meet ministers like Goodwir, 
Mitchell, Gibson, Kittridge, and a host more who are true 
and proved friends. He is surrounded by such a body- 
gusrd cf men as he hss not had elsewhere—men who 
know him at his best and his worst, and who love him 
‘raly and propose to aid him for Obrist’s sake. To the 
masses generally here, it is Sankey’s singiog which is 
the attraction ; though if I were to be made a witness, I 
should say that Biss has the fiaer voice and the sweeter 
power, Now, in addition, there are to be workers from 
Ecgland and from abroad, some of whom are already in 
the field. 

You perceive then that this tabernacle—the largest 
and the fiaest which has been built for him—means the 
fulcrom on which Mo dv places the lever which is to lifi 
the northwest nearer to God and truth. Asa friend said 
to me to-day, “* Moody is working with a wisdom that 
seems almost divine.” The plan is wise, broad, saga- 
ci us, and it has the co-operation of the ministry with- 
out a singledefined exception, and certainly it is suppcrted 
by the church people. 

There is no need to say thr°uzh what struggles ard 
praye s and anguish this result of unity has been ob 
tained. Gd gives no great blesiogs save ss bis church, 
in the s‘rong language of the o'd’ pc phet, “ travails ” for 
acu's, The noon meeting, with many obstructions and 
8 me positive drawbacks, has still been a place of most 
dowr right preparation. Mr Moody himself s*ys he has 
found no meting to eq1al that of Saturday noon, for the 
study of the Sunday-school lesson, either in siz3 or 
variety of interest. 

Aad now, what of the work? Well, let me tell what I 
personally saw last Sanday. By the most carefal esti- 
mate Icould make, there were not less than six thousand 
p ple in the Tabernacle at the eight o’clock meeting. 
Moat of the city pastors were present—though some liv- 
-everal miles away. The arrangements for seating, for 
hearing, and for general convenience, are exceedingly 
ample and exceeding'y ¢ff:ctive. The buildiog, as ycu 
know, consists of five stores, carried up two stories, and 
with the basement forming the fl.or of the auditorium 
You are at the level of the gallery front as you stand at 
the entrance. Everything is very solid and very plain. 
Chairs are used, aod the platform ruos far—almcst too far 
—into the midst of the audience. Moody and Sinkey 
are nearly one-third of the way fe.m the rear wall to 
the back of the farther gallery. I noticed a slight echo, 
but it was only when the voice was much raised. Any or- 
dinarily s‘rong speaker cou!d reach every ear in the house 
—and there were fully nine thousand pair of them at 
four o’clock ! 

That afvernoon serv'ce was literally packed with peo- 
ple. An over fi»w meeting was held at Farwell Hall, and 
Mr. Sankey went over there and sang. There were f. ur 
or five thousand persons throrgivcg the streets in addition, 
Since then Farwell Hall bas been used for the noon 
meetiog, and the tabernacle, starting with about six 
thousand on Monday night, has been increasing its at- 
tendance. 

Moody is after Christians, urging them on Sanday to 
“take away the stone” and to “resp and receive 
wages.” He is as pungent and forcible as he can well 
be. He believes evidently that jadgment begins at the 
house of God, and he thoroughly knows—as if he were 
the pastor of all of them—the peculiar views of the 
Ohicago churches, For thess churches are very peculiar, 
and there can be no doubt of the fact. The feeling 
grows that he has come ‘‘ meaning business,” and that 





he “ intends to stick.” Such expressions, freely uttered, 
show the prevailing sentiment. And such a sentiment 
is half the battle already won. 

Oonversions, as such, cannot be looked for in any large 
number jast now. These are hours of preparation and 
instruction, of melting and fusing. Presently the 
sacred fire will kindle into deep and lasting flame. The 
outlook is.most hopeful—not so much to one who would 
see excitement or emotion. Sach persons wil) hardly be 
gratified at any time during the meetings. Bat the lover 
of real truth will be thoroughly refreshed with water 
from the wells of salvation, and thoroughly quickened 
under the sweet singiog of Mr. Sankey, backed by the 
choir of five hundred. The work, I dare already to af- 
firm, will be that for which Chicago has long waited— 
for which fire and panic have prepared her—and for 
which many a faithful worker has prayed and “ died 
without the sight.” These unconsidered atoms of peti- 
tion—like the particles of the sunlight which have fil- 
tered into the coal measures—are the basis of this more 
recent force. Gd loses nothing, nor is he a man, that 
he should forget. 





THE HELP OF THE EYE IN TEACHING. 
BY ARTHUR T. PIERSON, D.D. 


W. mean not so much the eye of the teacher, impor- 
tant as is the aid which it renders, bat, specially, 
the eye of the pupil. How strange, yet suggestive, the 
fact, that the center and soul of the organ of vision should 
be called the pupil of the eye, as though to indicate its 
quick facul’y of observation, and the rapidity with which 
it receives and conveys the knowledge which the scul— 
lodged behiad this wonder/u| window—derives through 
the sense of sight! Let us ask why and how it is, that 
to addres: the eye of one whom we teach, is greatly to 
deepen and strengthen the impression which we make; 
and, for convenience, we shall use the term eye teaching. 

Its grand advantage may be comprebensively stated 
thus: He who, in teaching, addresses both the eye and 
the ear, is availing bimself of two channels by which to 
reach the soul ; and impressions thus made are commonly 
far more penetrating and permanent‘than those which 
depend upon a single sense, 

The action of the bodily senses, and their relation to 
the soul, are even now, after six milleniams of history 
have swept away, imperfectly explored fislds of research. 
Bat, from all we can gather, it would appear that there is 
a limited amount of sense-power, or power vested in the 
senses, for conveying ideas to the mind. Ia those who 
have “all their senses exercised to discern both good 
and evil,” this amount of sense-power seems distributed 
among all the senses; feeling, smelling, tasting, hearing, 
and seeing all have their cffice to fu’ fi'l, and th: ir share 
in communicating to the invisible spirit new facts and 
truths. When one sense is lost, it would often seem 
that its measure of power is only trans‘erred to another 
sense or divided among all the rest. Thus we see in the 
blind an scuteness of ear and touch so far beyond that 
found in the seeing man, that we might almost ssy that 
the blind man secs through his ears or fingers, or both. 
Those who have read the almost fabulous history 
of Oasper Hauser, will remember that by long confiae- 
ment and solitude some of his senses had been c »mpara- 
tively unexercised, but others had been quickened into 
unnatural and well-nigh supernatural acuteness. Laura 
Bridgman, born blind and deaf, and, of course, mute, 
seems to have had all the sense-power of the eye and the 
ear turned, in one vast volume, into the channel of touch ; 
and so learned almost as rapidly through her fingers and 
lips as any ordinary child through the educative power 
of five senses. Would it not seem as though the power 
distributed through all these media of impression and 
sensation and perception might be concentrated even 
into one? Each sense is like a key in an instrument, 
capable, on pressure, of giving firth i's own pecgliar 
response; and 80 capable of combined action which, as 











674 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


(Vol. XVIII, No. 43, 





i a 





the keys give us both melody and harmony, shall unite 
the beauty and power of single impressions with the 
beauty and power of harmonious impressions. How in- 
evitably, therefore, it follows that the wise teacher wil! 
address both the ear and the eye of his pupil. 

Observation inclines us to believe that impressions 
made through the eye sre more rapidly and permanently 
fixed upon the mind than those made through the ear. 
O r very term vivid, which we spply to impressions 
which are specially strong and startling, is associated 
with the sense of sight rather then any o'her. We have 
known men whore memory was pictorial, i ¢., no impres- 
sions were permanent which were not associated with 
a picture or visible form. A text of Scripture would be 
remembered only by its place on the page and its appear- 
ance when written or printed. Demosthenes remem- 
bered the whole plan of his greatest speeches, even to 
minutest subdivisions, by the pictorial method. He 
_ constructed, in one case, a disgram of the dome or ceiling 
of the arsemb!y room where his oration was to be deliv- 
ered, and mde the sections of the roof represent the 
divisions and subdivisions of his discourse, and at each 
new point in his argument he looked upward to read a 
new rection in his imeginary rcheme. Examples might 
be multiplied to prove how much the eye has been neg- 
lected as a means of conveying and impressing truth 
Teaching through the eye has several obvious advan- 
teges: 

First, it arouses attention, In all teaching, we must 
first get hold of the mind of the pupil; get command and 
contro! over his thoughts, and the senres are our high- 
ways to the thinking feculty. If you cannot get the at- 
tention of the mind, you can secure no result, The more 
senses you can employ, the less there will be to divert 
attention. We all know that the eyes are not always 
the handmaids of the esr; Shakespesre says they are 
often but the “fools of the other senses ;” but we have 
often found them the snares of the pupil, causing his 
mind to wander to the ends of the earth while we are en- 
deavoring to engage the ear, Now we talk much about 
the necessity of being interesting; but the power to inte- 
rest, without which there is no teaching, is the power to 
awaken and hold attention. If you can get the ear to 
help you, it Is well; if the eye and the ear, it is better; 
if the fingers can be added, it is better still; and you 
will have the mastery of the mind if you can engage as 
your aids all five senses. Suppose, for example, your 
lesson is the so-called “ lilies-of-the-field,” which, in 
Palestine, are not white flowers, but bright scarlet, you 
may spesk to the mind through the ear and describe 
them ; you msy secure a picture ard accompany your 
description by an illustration which appeals to the eye. 
Bat suppose you could bring a lily fresh from the Judean 
hills, and put it into the very hand of the pupil, you are 
holding captive, all at once, ear, eye, sense of smell, and 
sense of touch! If it were a fragrant fruit, you might 
add even the taste to your other helps. 

Secondly, eye-teaching awakens curiosity. This word 
expresses the natural thirst of the inquiring mind after 


not find or invent anything new and fresh, at least vary 
your methods, If you cannot run your train into’new 
districts over new roads, at least ran it around the circuit 
of the old road. Variety itself may become novelty. 
Preachers who habitually read sermons commonly fall 
into a pulpit drawl, a monotone which hes the ¢ff-ct ofa 
lullaby. Teachers who depend on text bocks and lesson 
helps are prone to run in a rut—to get into mechanical 
methods, which have all the monotony of uniformity 
without the inrpiration of originality. The most tracta- 
ble children tire of the same old thing. It becomes dull 
and dead, like a burnt-out star. If the ear is dull, speak 
to the eye—enlist another sense to help wake the dormant 
mind. 8 udy novelty and variety. 

Once more, the teacher who addresses the eye be- 
comes master of the power of illustrations, He reaches 
the imagination, that wor de: fal doorway to the under- 
standing. Ohildren think in pictures; pictures become 
lessons to them—our Lord’s parables, though they ad- 
drees only the ear, are so vivid and real that we seem to 
see them: we “ behold the sower” going forth to sow, and 
we see the fowls pickirg up the seed from the trodden 
path ; the stony ground preventing depth of root; the 
thorns choking the young grain. We see the lost sheep, 
and the shepherd bearing it back on his shoulders, “The 
prodigal son” presents a series of scenes; a group of 
paintings could scarce make the stages of departure and 
degrsdation, and return and restoration, more life-like, 
Doubtless many of the parables, when spoken, were sug- 
gested by visible otjects—a vine and its spreading 
branches, a shepherd surrounded by his sheep, fishermen 
dragging their net to shore, a marriage procession, etc. 
Remember, that “‘ if doctrines are the pillars of discourse, 
illustrations are the windows that let in the light.” Toa 
child a discourse without illustrations is very much like 
a house without windows. And the illustrations which 
most interest and enchain the mind are those that are 
found in visible forms, and address the eye. 

The subject rather “ expands” than “ exhausts” as we 
proceed. A/l we have sought to do is to furnish an out- 
line to be filled out by the thought of the reader. The 
two things to be sought in teaching are attention and re- 
tention. We help to secure attention by simplicity, 
novelty, variety; we aid retention by awakening curi- 
osity and memory, using illustration and imagination. 
A child’s inquisitiveness becomes a man’s acquisitiveness ; 
the nature which we thought only impressionable, like 
water, proves impressible like wax or plastic clay. 
What he have taught the ear and the eye,—and the mind 
through the senses,—leaves its lasting marks on the 
mental and moral nature. The seed we patiently and 
tearfally sow, we reap, though after many days, 





TO BOYS. 
WHAT TO DO WITH SPENDING-MONEY. 
BY HOPE LEDYARD. 


WAS looking over my young frierd Paul’s books and 
papers the other day, and what I saw made me think 


knowledge ; and to get knowledge the mind relies upon | of my SuNDAY ScHoon Times’ “boys,” so I have de- 
the senses. Many notions of things come to us through | cided to ask you about it, There was first a village 


the eye which cannot come throvgh any other sense; 


paper full of little gossip.—a poorly written story,— 


and while all the senses bave much in common, each bas| and advertisements; then came a story-paper for 
its special province. The more serses you address and | boys, wretchedly printed, coarsely illustrated, and 
engsge, the more loudly do you call upon the mental | fall of sensational, trashy stories, The books were 
powers to awske, the more ample is the promise of re- | not bad, but, as I told Paul, they were just about as 
ward which you offer to the attentive faculties, and the | much like the books he might have gotten for the money, 
more sure are you to find the curious mind watching like | 8 skim milk is like new milk. 


a spider amid his complicated web, looking in a)l direc- 


Paul seemed a little discouraged. He had worked 


tions at once for a dainty morsel, The power of holding | hard on the farm, and his father, besides sending him to 


the eye with the eye is of itself a master secret of extem- 


school, had given him money to spend for books and 


poraneous oratory, And asa teacher, if you will make | pspers, and now his Sunday-school teacher clearly dis- 
yourself so familiar with your lesson ss to need no help | approves of the latter, and looks slightingly on the 
from any book, and so have your own eyes disengaged, | former ! 


ycu will the more easily command the eyes of those 


Nothing was said for a moment, and then an idea 


whom you teach. There is what may be called a sym- | struck me. 


pathetic curiosity which is awakened in the hearer when 


“ Paul, you know I write once in a while to the boys 


he is addressed by one who borrows no help from text- | that read Taz Sunpay ScHoo Times?” 


book or manurcript. He feels as though he were em- 


barking with the speaker upon some sea of thought, to 


“Yes, ma’am ; I saw the one you lent mother.” 
“Well, now, as you have given me an idea what to 


be explored by them together. He looks to see “ how | talk to them about, I’ll send you the newerpaper. I shall 
he is coming out,” how the speaker, will succeed in his | recommend to them, for three months, and you can 


experiment ; whether, in the abandonment of all helps 
he will prove equal to the task. And here is one way in 
which we may account for the power of extempore ser- 


throw away that (pointing to the story-paper) and start 
afresh. Have you any money saved?” 
“Tt’s bad times, you know, ma’am, and I—I’ve spent 


mons to command and hold attention, Why should the | all——” 
teacher despise any such methods of enlisting the curi- 
osity of the pup!l? 

Thirdly, eye-teaching favors both novelty and variety 
These two things are of kin, yet not identical. Novelty 
has reference to what is new ; variety, to change. Noth- 
ing wins children like something new. But if you can- 


“Oh, I understand, but I’ll write to the boys what to 
do with their money, and when you have any, you can 
fairly spend it for yourself. You can follow out the 
hints. Agreed, Paul?” 

“Yes, ma’am, and thank you for the paper. Here 
goes with this!” and the pile of pictures and trashy 





stories were carried to the kitchen. The unwonted bon- 
fire Srought Paul’s mother in, and I learned in a little 
quiet chat with her why Paul had no spending-money. 
The facts are so much to his credit that I cannot resist 
telling my boys about it. 

It seems that like all the farmers near us, Paul’s father 
had suffered from the drought and hard times, bat he 
still gave Paul his allowance. Two Sundays ago, Paul’s 
little sister refused to come to Sunday-school, and at 
last confided to Paul that her “ shoes were too old, and 
she had no nice hat!” Paul came to Sunday-school 
without her, but colored so when I asked for Mamie, that 
I thought something must be wrong. The next week he 
went to the village, and brought back a pair of nice 
shoes and some pretty ribbon. Mother trimmed the little 
hat, and Memie appeared by Paul’s side, on Sunday, 
proud of her “new things,” but prouder still of the 
good brother who had spent his whole earnings since 
early spring on fitting out his little sister for Sunday- 
school, 

Now, boys, I can only say, that one of the best ways of 
spending money is in caring for others and helping your 
parents; but when you can spare money for pleasures 
get the most for your money. Get what will last, and 
nothing will last so long as good books and papers, A 
good daily paper is quite expensive, but the semi-weekly 
edition of such a paper as The New York Tribune has the 
best things taken out of its daily, and has, besides, a 
good agricultural department and a “ Young Folks’ ”’ 
colamn, By spending a dollar, once in three months, 
you can have that paper twice a week, and its letters 
from different parts of the world are always well writ- 
ten snd very entertaining. If you read such & paper 
steadily, you will grow interested in the outside world, 
and soon begin to wonder how you could endure the 
trash you used to read. Then as to books; good ones 
are abundant—books that are interesting and also in- 
structive. Almost any volume of Scribner’s “ Library of 
Wonders” is well worth your reading. Smiles’s “ Self 
Help” will tell you how boys and men havs got on in 
the world. In this centennial year you would do well to 
read books ofhistory. “ Abbott’s Revolutionary Times,’’ 
will show you how our patriot fathers lived ; so also will 
Scudder’s “ Men and Manners of a Hundred Years Ago,” 

As books we have been reading naturally recur to 
us, I will mention one, which, after possessing eight years, 
T have just been enjoying again, and think an excellent 
centennial book for boys. It is Mrs, Stowe’s Oldtown 
Folks. Read it and see how the people worked in those 
days, aud yet how they enj »yed living; how they thought 
and studied, and what ahold religious ideas had on 
them, Don’t be discouraged if you skip a few chapters, 
I begin to think that the books, in reading which we 
“skip” a good deal, are the very books to buy. It is 
like learning grammar, the first time you only learn the 
coarse print, but, when older, you go back and are “in 
the fine print.” Read O'dtown Folks, boys, for the story, 
and get a clear idea of Naw England life in the early 
days of the Republic, and by and by, when you are 
twenty-five or thirty years old, as you stand in front of 
your bookshelves, debating what you shall read, you will 
take down Oldtown Folks, remembering your pleasure 
over it at fifteen, and then you will enjxy most the parts 
you skip now. That is the kind of book to buy,—books 
that will wear, that can be read again and again,—stories 
if you will, but stories written by earnest, thoughtful 
minds. Almost anything of George Macdonald’s will 
please you, and if you are a boy that loves adventure, you 
will be sure to evjxy Jales Verne’s books ; they are /ul/ 
of marvels, and yet are not merely sensational ; there is 
more or less of information in them. 

Another thing about reading, now, while you are young. 
When you once get into business, you will be so occu- 
pied that, unless you have formed a taste for good read- 
ing, you will most likely not open a book from one year’s 
end to another, and will really miss a great help in your 
busineds ; for a man that can in his leisure moments lose 
himself and his cares in a bright, well-written book, 
goes back to his work with more force and freshness 
than one who knows nothing of the relief of reading. 

Another suggestion. If you like a book, if it has 
helped you and made you more earnest, remember there 
is a heart back of that book, and find out all you can of 
the writer ; if he is dead, read his life, that you may feel 
you are his friend; if he is living, write and tell him 
what good he has done you. Remember that a good 
writer always writes with a hope, at least, of reaching 
some other sou!,—of lifting some one out of the little mean 
things of life; and especially those who write for young 
people, love to have the young folks send them their 
thanks. I often think as I sit at this table and write, 





that it is like an organist who might play at a great dis- 
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tance from his pipes. He fiagers the white and black 
keys, but it is only as the sounds come rolling back to 
him that he can be certain he has touched the chords 
that thrill men’s hearts. 





POWERFUL TEACHING. 
BY THE REV. I. A. B. DICKSON, 


HAT there is sucha thirg as powerful teaching in the 
elass as well as powerful preaching in the pulpit, no 
one will dispute. Teaching that enlightens the mind, that 
quickens the soul, that renews thelife. In one word, teach- 
ing instinct with divine energy. Now, what is the 
grand element in such teaching? We answer, prayer. 
Such teaching is steeped in prayer; begun, carried on, 
and followed with prayer. The lesson is studied in the 
spirit and power of prayer, even though that extend 
through the whole week, as it oughttodo, The teaching 
of the lesson is done with uplifted heart to him who 
alone can make the word effectual unto salvation. And 
afcer it has been taught, it is followed by prayer that it 
may prosper in the thing whereto God has sent it. Sach 
teaching is always powerful teaching, because through 
prayer it rests entirely upon the gracious power of God; 
and since God is faithful and cannot deny himself, it is 
therefore armed with power. 

Very probably, much careful attention is given to the 
preparation of the lesson, and to its right impartation to 
the scholars ; what is wanted in addition to this, urgently 
wanted, is, that it all be invested and penetrated by 
prayer ; that clothes it with power. A prayerless minis- 
try of the word is always a powerless ministry. Toe 
Obristian in the ordinary business of life is to be instant 
in prayer; to pray without ceasing,—but how should 
this spirit concentrate and deepen when he comes to the 
performance of his high duty, that touches the salvation 
of thesoul? Our Lord, who is our great example in )] 
Christian service, began and followed all his work with 
prayer. The apostles gave themselves continually to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word. Observe the 
place prayer held in their work ; it was principal! A 
very notable fact that,—a fact, too, that gives us the key 
to their marvelous successes. They knew that God gave 
the increase. They knew that it was not merely by in- 
tellectual might nor by illustrative and expository power 
that good results followed their preaching and teaching, 
but by the work of God’s Spirit upon the heart, opening 
the heart and applying the truth, therefore they gave 
themselves continually to prayer, etc. 

Payson gives us hisexperience thus: “Since I began 
to beg God’s blessing on my studies, I have done more 
in one week than in the whole year before. Sarely it is 
good to draw near toGod at all times.” “ Was quite dull 
and lifeless in prayer, and in consequence had no success 
in study.” He had three rules for the regulation of his 
life ; one of them was this, ‘‘To consider everything as 
unlawful which indisposes me for prayer and interrupts 
communion with God.” Payson was thus careful of his 
devotional spirit because he knew how everything de- 
pended upon it. Writing to a brother minister he says : 
“ If we would do much for Gcd, we must ask much of 
God ; we must be men of prayer; we must, almost literally, 
pray without ceasing. You have, doubtless, met with 
Luther’s remark, ‘ Three things make a divine—prayer, 
meditation and temptation.’ My dear brother, I cannot 
insist on thistoo much, Prayer is the first thing the 
second thing, and the third thing necessary fora minis- 
ter, especially in seasons of revival. The longer you live 
in the ministry, the more deeply, I am persuaded, you 
will be convinced of this. Pray, then, my dear brother, 
pray, pray, pray.” 

Dr. Andrew Bonar tells us that McObeyne had con- 
stantly on his lips that mighty, arrowy prayer of Rowland 
Hill, “ Master, help /” This was the secret of his power,— 
a power that is felt far and wide to this day, and will be 
to the end, for a prayerful and consecrated spirit is 
imperishable. 

George Whitfield, who had, as the fruit of his faithful 
ministry, ‘a constant levee of wounded souls,” tells us 
that he read the Holy Scriptures upon his knees, laying 
aside all other books, and praying over, if possible, every 
line and word. ‘This proved,” he says, “‘ meat indeed, 
and drink indeed, to my soul, I daily received fresh 
life, light, and power from above. I got more true 
knowledge from reading the book of God in one month 
than I could ever have acquired from all the writings of 
men.” 

Robert Fraill, one of the old Scot’s worthies, in a ser- 
mon on the question, ‘By what means may ministers 
best win souls,” says, “ Ministers must pray much if they 
would be successful. . . . A minister should pray 
for a blessing on the word; and he should be much in 





seeking God particularly for the pecple. It may be this 
may be the reason why some ministers of meaner giftsand 
parts are more successfal than some that are far above 
them in abilities; not because they preach better, so 
much as because they pray more. Many good sermons 
are lost for lack of much prayer in study.” 

As another illustration of this important truth, we 
may add this story which is told of Wilberforce. He 
was introduced, by his uncle, when only twelve years 
old, to the good John Newton. Fifteen years after, 
when his life had been dedicated to the Master, he 
sought again the society of this excellent minister. 
What was his surprise to learn that from that early intro- 
duction Mr. Newton had never ceased to pray for him in 
private! And how was the good man’s heart gladdened 
to see this blessed answer to bis prayer of fifteen years ! 

Oh, it is prayer that engages God on the side of the 
teacher! and clothes his word with enlightening, re- 
generating, saving power. Let us never forget that. 
It secures those conditions that are favorable to succesr, 
it opens the eyes of the understanding to perceive and 
handle the truth aright, it fills the heart with love, it 
tunes the tongue to tenderness, it inspires the word 
spoken with wisdom, and it prepares the heart of the 
hearer to receive it gladly. We may set this down as an 
unquestionable fact, and as a grand maxim in all Chris- 
tian ministry, that a prayerful teacher is always a power- 
ful teacher. 

Toronto, Ont. 





THE DRINK FOR YOU, 
A SONG FOR CHILDREN. 
BY GEORGE W. BUNGAY. 


ACH flower holds up a dainty cup, 
To catch the rain and dew. 
Each bonny gem upon its stem, 
. Lets the light in, and through. 
The drink of flowers, distilled in showers, 
Is just the drink for you. 


The nightingale, that cheers the vale, 
From crystal streamlets flew, 

On vibrant wings, and when it sings, 
Its notes are clear and true. 

The song-bird’s drink, should be I think, 
The drink for birds like you. 


The stars eo bright, that gem the night, 
Shining like diamonds through, 

Are sleepless eyes, in sheltering skies, 
Glancing from curtains blue. 

They fling their beams, vpon the streams, 
That flow with drink for you. 


When Hagar prayed, for rain and shade, 
A fountain roge in view, 

For unseen hands had scooped the sands, 
And brought the waters through. 

She wept and smiled, and gave her child, 
The drink that’s good for you. 


Water alone, where the sun shone, 
From burning skies of blue,— 

He drank with joy. What of the boy? 
“ A mighty man he grew.” 

“ Better than gold, is water cold,” 
For boys and girls like you! 





MEXICO AND ITS NEEDS.* 


N this great continent of America there are living at 
this day thirty-one millions of people speaking the 
Spanish tongue. These people live in Mexico and in 
the various Spanish provinces of South America. 
Mexico contains by far the larger proportion of the 
thirty millions of souls, and is in many respects the 
example for other Spanish states. Where Mexico leads 
they will follow; and if the seeds of a pure Protestant 
Ohristianity can be firmly rooted in this central ground, 
they may be expected to spring up with incalculable 
fruit among all this vast body of Spanish-speaking 
people. 

The immediate vicinity of this beautifal country ren- 
ders the rer ponsibility of American Christians peculiarly 
great. Right at our door lies this sister country, to be 
reclaimed for Christ from the most degrading forms of 
idolatry and ignorance, and God has of late marvelously 
opened t'e way for the entrance of his truth into that 
land. 


Years ago the path was being made ready. Santa 





*An address, delivered at the October meeting of the Foreign 
Sunday-school Association, by the Rev. Dr. William Butler, author 
of Land of the Veda; reported by Miss M. E. Winslow. 





Anna would have prohibited anything like religious 
liberty ; but the war between the United States and 
Mexico came, and devoted Ohristian soldiers of the 
American army, under General Scott, carried their 
Bibles with them, teaching as they went; and in many 
instances missionaries are now reaping the fruit of these 
lators. Santa Anna is dead; the government is changed ; 
the Roman Oatholic Church no longer inflaences the 
law of the country, although it can and dces instigate 
petty individual persecutions, Monks, nuns, and Jesuits 
seem swept as if by miracle out of the country; and 
some of the higher church dignitaries have been con- 
verted to a pure Obristianity, among them Manuel 
Aguas, who became a member of the church of Jesus, 
and died a martyr to the cause he professed and so truly 
loved. 


The climate, scenery, and natural advantages of Mex- 
fico are unrivalled ; the people are intelligent, and even 
the lower class Indigns can read. The Spaniards are 
the aristocracy of the country, and number about one- 
third of its inhabitants; this class is hard to reach, as 
the feeling of caste is strong with them. 

The Az‘ec Indians, descendants of the original inhabi- 
tants, are the largest in number of any class. While the 
Mexicans, or mixed breed, are between the two, and it 
is among the latter classes that most good is accom- 
plished. The Methodist Mission has established eighteen 
congregations, along the lize of the railroad from Vera 
Cruz to the city of Mexico, where there are three 
churches, and from thence along its projected line, in 
the beautifal valley at the base of Popocatapetl. 

' Christian work is in progress at Paebla de los Angelos, 
Cordova, Pachuca, Orizava, Ameca Meca, Mirafiores, 
Flamanalco, Chalco de la Laguna, Enansjuate, Leon, 
and Real del Monte. One of the most important agents 
in the work is the printing establishment in the city of 
Mexico. Books are rare in Mexico; but the thirst for 
them is great, and thousands of people can be and are 
reached by the printed page, who will be infiaenced in 
no other way. 


Madame de Stael has said that Spanish is the lan- 
guage of song, and many of our most beautiful hymns, 
translated into Spanish, have become the heart. songs of 
Mexican Ohristians, and are sung with thrilling ¢ ffsct by 
congregations who have given up all their early educa- 
tion, life-long habits, images, pictures, all the idolatry 
of the lowest form of R »manism, and, giving them up, 
have learned to trust in Christ alone for safety. It is 
inculcated as a principle that all members of the 
churches should be members of the Sunday-schools, 
And it is a pleasant sight to see old men and: women, 
as well as large numbers of boys and girls, studying, 
with a constantly increasing interest, the word of the 
living God. 

An important work among the women is under super- 
vision by Miss Batler, whose experience has been but 
brief, as the Methodist mission in Mexico is but three 
and a half years old. One feature is the Women’s Bible- 
class, numbericg twenty-seven, of whom only five can 
read. Most of the instruction, therefore, is by black- 
board illastrations; then there is a Sanday-evening 
class; and the women are visited in their homes, where 
free access is given, and deep interest manifested in all 
instruction offered. 


The Girls’ Orphanage, under the very excellent 
care of Miss Warner and Miss Ogden, is so well man- 
aged that it has attracted the attention of many promi- 
nent Mexicans, and one of the leading Senators has re- 
quested to have his daughters taken care cf and edu- 
cated there. It is hoped that in time the girls of the 
Orphanage will become teachers, Three Bible women 
are zealously at work among the women. Sometimes 
they are persecuted ; one was stoned, and another was 
knocked down in the street by a fanatical Romanist. 

To show the need of this work among the women, a 
few extracts may be cited from a manual called “ An 
Act of Davotion to Our Lady of Lourdes.” The book is 
issued by the Archbishop of Mexico, with a preface 
specially urging its use upon women, and promising, for 
each reading cf it, eighty days’ indulgence. The book 
contains but three ascriptions to the Trinity, and thirty- 
five to Mary. Its sentences run thus: ‘“‘ O immaculate 
Virgin! pray for us;” “O immaculate Virgin Mother 
of God! pray for us;” “O holy and immaculate wife of 
the Holy Ghost! pray for us.” Such is the religion of 
the women ; with the men the reaction from R>manism 
has set in, and very frequently they become infidels, 
Oh the need of the cleansing and healing power of the 
true gospel of the Son of God! and it is our place to 
send it promptly to this spiritually darkened country of 
Mexico. 
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4. Oct. 22.—BimoN, The SOrCOTET.........0esseeersereerersereees Acta 8 : 9-25 
5. Oct. 299—Philip and The Cnenvaten eoeseneqosocooosecooee Acts 8 : 26-40 
6. Nov. 6 —faul's Conversion... epeonebageere one Acts 9: 1-18 
7. Nov 12.—sui’s Early Ministry. supessoneeeaveosesenesnepensocees Acts 9 : 19-80 
8 Nov. 19.—Doreas Restored to Life...........scceccceseseesesees Acta 9: 31-48 
9 Nov.26.—Peter’s inion........ Acts 10: 1-20 
10. Dec. §. ~The Gentiles Received Acta 10 ; 4-48 
1. Dec, 10 —Spread of the Gospel Acta 11 : 19-80 
12. Dec 17.—Peter’s Release................. Acta 12: 1-17 
18. Dec. 24.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 
14. Dec, 81.—Annua) Review or Selection. 





LESSON 6, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1876. 


Title: SAUL’S CONVERSION, 


GOLDEN TEXT: A 
GIVE You.— Ezek, 86: 26. 


Topic : FROM DARKNESS TO LIGhT. 


HOME READINGS, 


Monday, October 89; Acts9:°118, From darkness t> light. 
Turaday Oct ber 81° Acts °6:1-18, The choren vesse!. 
Weduead wy. Xi v mber 1: T-a 29:924 Light out of derkness, 
Thurstay. Novenber2 Joho 8:12-82. The light: fhe world 
Friday, Nov'mber 8 1 John2:1-11. The darknessi past. 
Saturday Nmembe-4 Col.1:9.9 D-tivered from darkness 
Sunday, November 5: 1 Pet 2:1-17. Walk in thelight. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Acts 9 1-18.] 

1. And Saul, yet br thing o it threatanings and s'aughter against 
the discip'ss of the Lor', went unto the hizh priest, 

2 And de iratot him letters ty Damas ms to the synag>gues that 
if he found an’ of this way, whether they were men or women, he 
might bri: g ‘hem to :nd unto J rusalem. 

8. A. dashejvorreyed, hec:m) near Damascus: and :uddenly 
there shined round a'ou hima light from heaven: 

4. Andhef-l t the earth, aad heard a voice saying unto him, 
Bani. Saul. why persecut st thou me? 

56 Andhesiid Whoart thon Low? And the Lord said, I em 
J-sus whom thou persecutes!; i is hard for thee to kick agaiast the 
pricks, 

6 And he trembling and estonished said, Lord, whrt wilt theu 
have met:do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the 
city. and i«+hall te told thee what thou mnat do». 

7 Aadthe mex whi-hj urneyed with him stood speechless, hear- 
ingavoice but seeing no man. 

8. And Saul arore from the earth ; and when his eyes were opened 
he saw no man; but they led him by the hand, and brought him intu 
Damascus. 

9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor 
drink 

10. And'th re was a certain disc!p'e at Damascus, named Ananias; 
and ty him ssilthe Lordina vision, Ananias. And he said, Be- 
ho'd, Lam here Lerd 

1l And the Lori said unto hm, Arise, ani go into the street 
whichi called Stratgh’, and inq ire in the house of Judas for one 
called Sal. of Tarsus: for beh -id, be praye th, 

12, And hath secn iia vision aman named An‘*nias coming in, 
and pnittivg Ais hand on him. that he might rece ve his sieht 

18 Then Ananias answered, Ld, I have heard by many of this 
man, how much evi! he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem : 

14 Ant here he hatn authority from the chief priests to bind all 
th it oall on thy nema, 

15 But he Lor!sail un'o him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen ves- 
se] unto me, t> bear my name be/’ora the Gentiles, and kings, and 
the children of Israel. 

16 Fur! will shew him how groat things he ‘must suffer for my 
name’s take, 

17. And Ananias went his wav, and enterad into the house; and 
putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord (evea Jesus, 
that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest) hath sent me 
that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be fil.ed with the Holy 
Ghost. 

18, Andimmediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: 
and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was bapt.zed. 


NEW HEART ALSO WILL I 





EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, DD, 


N preparing th’s lesson, the tescher should carefully 
compare the other two a’c unts given by the apostle 
Paul of his conversion. Oae of the accounts was related 
to an excited m»b in the streets of Jerusalem while he 
stood on the s‘airs of the barrsck where the Roman 
so’diers had taken him to prevent him f:om being torn to 
pieces. The other acoount was addressed to King 
Agrippa in the presence of the Roman G vernor and a 
lordly assemblage in a court-room in Cresarea. These 
accounts vary but little, and can be harmoniz'd easily. 
Tadeed, it is probable that Luke, who wrote the account 
given in the lesson, received the facts from Paul him- 
self. 

Tae attention of the cless should bs directed to D amas- 
cus, its location, and a few of the facts of its history. I: 
is the oldeat existing city in the world, and, according to 
Jowish tradition, was built by the g-eat-grandson of N sah. 
Daimarcas existed in the tims of Abrabam, was subdued 
b; David, and then for a long time was the capital of the 





Syrian monarchy, which was one of the most f »rmidable 
rivals and cruel oppressors of the kingdom of Israel. At 
a later period it became the seat of a Ohristian bishop; 
but soon after, however, it fell under the influence of 
Mohammedanism, and for more than three centuries has 
been under the sway of the Tarks. 

Damascus has a population ¢s‘imated by some travel- 
ers as high as a quarter of a million, by others at about 
half that number, Ohristian missionaries are at work in 
the city, chiefly among the Jewish part of the population. 
Though much of its ancient splendor and magnifisence 
has pa‘sed away, it is still an exceedingly beautiful city» 
and an Estero writer, speaking of its si‘uation and ad- 
v intages, calls it ‘a pearl surrounded by diamonds,” also 
“the eye of the E:st,” 

Refer to the birth-place of Saul, We often go far to 
visit the places where great men have been born ; and few 
men, if any, have renderad their names more illustrious or 
have s )dew rvedly acquired the title “great,” eshes"S u 
of Tarsus,” the gifted papil« f Gimaliel, the bitter per- 
secator of the infant ciarch, the servant of Christ, and 
the great apostle of the Gentiles, Tarsus, “no mean 
city,” was situated on the banks of the Oydnus, a river 
of Cilicia, in Asia Minor, I; was a free city with special 
pr vileges, and was the site of one of the most celebrated 
sea’s of learning f the age. Here Saul was born and 
spent his boyhood. 


Ta our lesson on the martyrdom of Stephen, Saul wes 
introduced, spparently, in s m3 official capacity, and hold- 
ing the upper garments of the executioners and approving 
their deeds; and it wes said of him, that, in a spirit of 
bitter hostility and releatless persecutiov, he made havoc 
of the church, 


THE IEFSON, 


In our present lesion we have an account of Saul’s 
remerkable aad thorough conversion, Notice: (1) His 
mission to Damascus; (2) hisvision on the way; (3) his 
confession there. 

1, THE MISSION (1, 2). 

We hav? j 1st been cos dering the missionary zeal and 
love of Philip. Our attention is now turned to the per- 
s-cuting zeal and hate of 8: ul, which seems to have burs 
forth with fierce and fearful fury. The wrath of the San- 
hedrim seems to have wax d fi-resr and more furious, 
and they found a willing and + fficient silia the young 
man from Tarsus, who wes probaly one of their own 
aumber, Faw men have ever thrown such force of will, 
such burnirg energy, and such strong conviction into the 
work of persecution as did this arch persecutor of th- 
early scattered Caristians. He wes 
against them ;” his whole being was roused by impss 
sioned hatred and frerzied fury; he entered into their 
hovses, and, clothed with civil authority, tore me and 
women from their homes and put them in prison. Three 
times is the aggravating fact adverted to, that his fury 
raged against wi mea as well as men, rathlessly rupturing 
the tenderest and holiest of home relations, and deaf to 
the wail of mothrries', helpless infancy, He punished 
‘hem with the scourge in the synrg gues, and used every 
endeavor, by trial or torture, to induce them to blaspheme 
the name of him whom they called Lord. He drove 
many into exile, and when aay were sentenced to death 
he gave his voice against them. Well might he after- 
wad say, with a feeling of repentance akin to borror, 
“B yond measure I persecuted the church of God and 
wasted it.” 


Having by his long-continued severities disperssd so 
many of the disciples, Saul now, with all requisite 
authority from the president of the council, proposes to 
pursue them as far as Damascus, He had doubtless 
heard that many of those driven from Jerusalem had fled 
to join their brethren already at Damascus, Tae j surney 
to Damascus usually occupied six days, the distance 
being estimated at more than one hundred and twenty 
miles. Saul’s was a wonderful journey, and issusd in 
wonderfal and unlooked-for results; but no ace unt is 
given of the number of Ssul’s band, or the special 
route he took, or whether they were all mounted or on 
foot,—probably the former, however. We may imagine 
that several days have passed prosperously with the 
“ fiery Cilicilan” and his chosen band, and that they 
anticipate the end of their march and the success of their 
expedition. The last day has dawned, and they press 
eagerly on ; already they see ‘he groves of the palm and 
the orarge which lie aroucd the city on either bank of 
the “ golden river,” and the towers of the city itself come 
into view, §S.ul’s determination js to seiz2 upon all “of 


th's way,”—the way of life and salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus,—and, without sparing men or women, to 
bind them, and take them to Jerusalem for trial and 
probably martyrdom, 





“exceeding mad- 





li. THE VISION (3-9). 

It is about mid-day, on the last day of their journey, 
and they look with admiration on the splendid scene 
which lies before them, and toward the gates of the 
great city where they hope to find rest and shelter from 
the oppressive heat. Suddenly the cavalcade is arrested, 
a light from heaven surpassiog in brillian e the dezziing 
glare of the noonday sun shines round about the person 
of their leader, All are struck with amsz»ment and 
awe at the appearanc;, and fall to the ground, When the 
others rise to their feet, Saul still lies prostrate. While 
the rest only hear a sound, he hears a voice, clear, dis- 
tinct, and sharp as a two-edged sword, entering alike his 
ear and heart, saying ia thrilling accents, ‘Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thoa me?” Turaing his fsce at the 
sound, and lo king up, ha sees a gl rious person in the 
light, and asks,—it my be, slraady partially convinced, 
Who art theu, Lord?” The answer comes vi:h terrible 
power upon the conscience of the prostrate querist,—“ I 
am J sus whom thou peraecutes'.’”’ 

O serve that the L ri uses not the name which indi- 
cates his dignity as the Messiah, the Son, the rent of God, 
but Jesus, his earthly name so much revi'ed. And mark, 
too, the wonderful sympathy of Jesus which this state- 
ment reveals, He asserts the oneness cf his people with 
himself, and that any wrongs ir fl cted upon them is an 
indignity offsred unto him. O1, how mary pangs of 
martyred saiats these words have svothei! They are 
eminently fitted to comf rt all God’s people. 

The following words are supposed by many good cri'ics 
not to rest upon good authority. This is specially true 
in references to the proverbial expression, which const{- 
tutes the last clause of the fifth verse (‘‘ Jt is hard for 
thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and aston- 
ish-d said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? And the Lord 
said unto him’), The meaning of the proverb is, however, 
easily understood. The cours pursued by Saul was one 
which wc u'd give him no peace or rest, and only lesd 
him into deeper trouble, as the ox kicking at the point 
of the goad wounds hims:3lf witheu: lessening his toil. 
The effect produced on Sin], expressed by the words 
“trembling and astonished,” is what he mizht naturally 
experience in the circumstances; and the qiestion he 
asks is a pr per one for an bu nble, pious, obedient soul, 
The command cf the Lord was alike a s vare test of 
S.ul’s snbmission and an intimation that he was to be 
employed in his service. 

The fellow travelers of Sau), who fell together with 
him, awestruck by the fiery symbol of the divine pres- 
ence, having risen, s‘ood petrifid, as it were, with won- 
der, hearing a sound, but seeing no man, They saw the 
light and heard as uad, but Paul alone saw the Lod 
and heard his mersige. When he arose to obey the man- 
date of the Lord, he fi. und that he was bliscd. He opened 
his eyes. but saw no one. A gloricus inextinguishable 
light had shone into his heart, but the dezziing ¢ fful- 
gence of the divine glory had darkened his bedily vision, 

The brave, active, fearless commander of bis troop, 
just on the eve of entering the city with all the somp 
and psrade suited to the digaity of one baring a com- 
mission from the highest court of the nation to every 
synagogue ia Damascus, trembling and blind, required 
the hand of another to lead him. What a contrast be- 
tween this scene and what he had anticipated in the 
morning! Few cf the idler louogers or busy crowd 
which thronged the leading thoroughfare that day would 
cast even a look toward the poor blind Jew, being led 
along the street to the hi ues f one Jadas, probably an 
inn-keep‘r. There he remained three days in darkoes*, 
and unable either to eat or drink,—a memorable three 
days, and fruitful of grand results. What mental con- 
flict, deep contrition, and sgonizing prayer, were con- 
densed in that brief period, God alone knows, and he 
sent deliverance. — 

iii. THE CONFESSION (10-18). 

As Philip was sent to the E hiopian prince, and Peter 
to the R»man soldier, so Ananias was sent to the blind 
penitent, as he fasted and prayed. 

1, The vision of Ananias. Ananias, who was a devout 
man, of good reputation, and a disciple of the Lord 
Jesus, was inst: usted by the Lord, in a vision, to go to 
the house where Saul was, and who was prepared to re- 
ceive him because in vision, daring his blindness in the 
heuse of Judas, he had beheld a man, and heard his 
name, and seen him patting his hands upon him, that he 
might receive his sight, 

2. The difficulties of Ananias, By the fugitives from 
Jerusalem, Ananias had heard of the havoc which Saul 
had wrought in the cl urch, and the evil which he had 
brought upon the saints. This is the first time that t! is 
title is applied to believers in the New Testament ; and, 
farther, he was aware that he had come to Damascus 
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for the same wicked purpose, It is not to be wonderd 
at, therefore, that the good man feared to rush into the 
presence of such a man. Yet, since he had been in- 
form<d that he prayed and had received an answer to 
his prayer, Anapias should have gone at once, Good 
men sometimes confer with flesh and blood, when 
prompt obedience, at all hszirds, is the cbvious duty. 
The Lord in compassion to the infirmity of his servant 
r psated the commar d, and farther informed him that Sau! 
was a chosen vessel, and would both do and suff-r many 
things fur the Lord’s sake, I: would appear from what 
he said to Saul, that Acanias had been also informed of 
what hs:d happened to Saul on the way. 

3. The visit of Ancnias, Thus directed, instructed 
ards rengthened, Anapias went to the hcuse where Sav) 
was, spproached him, and, laying his hand on hia, ten- 
derly addressed bim as a brother inthe Lord. He sol 
emply told him that the Lord Jesus, whom he had seen 
on the way, b:d rent him in order that he might receive 
his right and be filled wi h the Holy Ghost, Ssul doubt- 
lees at once recognized the man he had seen in his vision, 
and gladly recived him, 

4. The baptism of Saul. No» sooner had Ananias laid 
his hands upon Ssul than the darkness psssed from bi: 
eyes, and he immediately saw. The outward miracle 
attested the reality of the inward gifts, and S:al aros+ 
and was baptiz d, as a sign of his new spiritual life and 
in tuken of his admission into the Christian church, 
How wenderful! A little more than a week since he 
had left J-rusalem, breathing out slaughter agaiast the 
saints ia D mascus. Now here in Damascus he was 
galuted as brother by one of them, and was ready to die 
for those whom he came to slay. 

Was there anything p:culiar in Saul’s conversion? 
Oaly in the manner in which the truth was pesented to 
him,—the fundamental truth that Jesus is L rd. There 
is much in the conduct of Saul after he saw the vision 
worthy of imitaion. Has was anxious to know and 
ready to do the will of the Lord. He was docile, de- 
ycut, penitent, and prayerful. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


HO was stoned to deith at Jerusalem? What is 
Sephen called? Who he'd the clothes of the 
witnesses while they stoned Stephen? Thissama young 
man who stood by and watched, was willing and 
glad to see the death cf S:ephen. In this lesson we see 


SAUL HATING AND PERSECUTING, 


Like a wild beast that has once tasted blood and is 
raging and thirsting for it again, Saul hated the Onris- 
tians m reand more, He hunted for them so eagerly 
that he even went into the houses looking for praying 
men and women that he might seiz3them and put them in 
prison, He himself said afterwards, “‘ I was exceedingly 
mad sgainst them, and persecuted them unto strange 
cities, even unto death.” His heart was so full of hatred 
and murder to those who loved Christ, that his every 
breath was hot with threatening and cruelty to the dis- 
ciples of Jesus. It was not enough for him to make 
such havoc and terrorin the church at Jerusalem ; he 
wanted to punish Ohbristians anywhere and everywhere 
To do this he must get psrmission. An officer or police- 
mav, in order to arrest a thief on thestreets or in a house, 
must have been appointed to his: fice, and have papers 
or a badge showing his power to d> so. Saul did not 
wait for any ¢p pcintment; he asked for it. He went to 
the high priest and ...ked for letters and soldiers to go 
with Lim, so that w.en he found men or women disc’ p'es 
of the L sd, he miy:.t bring them in chains to the Jeru- 
salem prisons. He had 


LETTERS TO DAMASCUS, 


Why did he go there? He had heard that many 
Christians were there, and he was eager to take his band 
of men across the country, one hundred and forty miles 
to the northeast of Jerusalem, just where Abraham went 
chasiog his enemies more than nineteen hundred years 
before, 

D smascus is the oldest city now in the world. It was 
a city in Abraham’s time. There are deserts between it 
and Jerasalem ; but for miles around the city are plains 
of the riches: green, bearing olive, pomegranate, and apri- 
cot trees. The roses of Damascus have been the most 
famous in the world. The name of damask rose comes 
from the place Damascus, Two clear, flowing rivers 
cc me down from the mountains ia the north, watering 
the plaiox, and making the fields rich and frui:fal, 

There Saul went, with soldiers enough to help in his 
cruel work, and with letters on parchment, safe in his 





girdle, to the scribes in Damaccus, to show by what 
authority he came. 


° SAUL JOURNEYING, 


Where was Saul going ? For what? Who were with 
him? We are not told how long it took them to trave! 
over the way. They were not whirled over the ground 
in cars as we travel now. It was a journey of six or 
e'g!t days to walk from Jerusalem. 

They had come almost to Damarcas; perhaps far cff 
in the sunlight they saw the colors of the trees that sur- 
rounded the city ; psrhaps they saw the distant plonacle- 
on the towers of the city gate, gleaming in the noonday 
sun. It was at noon, when alight brighter than the su: 
suddenly shone upon them, S.vual was dszzled ard fel! 
to the earth ; and then a voice celled, “Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me?” Saul answered, ‘ Who art thou, 
Lord?’ Tae voice rep ied, “I am Jesus, whom thov 
persecutest.” How su prised Saul was! Jesus from 
heaven was speak ng to him. He was his bitterest enemy 
—the one he had hated wascaliiog him by name, How 
Saul trembled ! for he knew io an instant that all J. sus’ 
disciples preached was.trae ; that Jesus Aad risen frem 
‘he grave and was on the throne in heaven ; and he, Saul 
had been killiag the disciples for preaching the truth, 

D» you wonder that he trembled? Lying on the 
ground, he answered, “ L rd, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” The ragiog lion had become alamb, A few days 
before he had been asking leave to carry on the work ci 
death against Oarist’s disciples ; now he was asking the 
Lord what he wanted him to do for him, Jesus told him 
only one thing at a time, one easy thing to prove hi 
obedience: ‘‘ Arise, go into the city, ard it shall be tcld 
thee what thou must do.” Toe menu with Saul saw the 
light and heard a voice; bu: they did not see any mw, 
oor hear the w.rds that were spuken to Saul, for they tuo 
nad fallen back in fear at the great light, 


SAUL BLIND, 


‘What did the voice tell him todo? He arose, but le 
could not see ; he was blind, reaching out his hands like 
a little child in the dark, and the men Jed him by the 
hand into the city. Wahat time in the day did the light 
appear? When is the sua brightest? 


AT DAMASCUS, 


It was afternoon whea the company reached Damas- 
cus. They led Saul through the gates of the city, unde: 
the arches of the great walls past many narrow streets, 
as they walked thruugh the one wide street of the city, 
called Straight, to the hou-e of a man named Jadas, 
Probably Judas had «xpected Saul to come as an officer 
searchiog for the Ohbristians, iastead of as a blind man led 
within his door. There Saul stayed three days, blind, not 
eating or drinking anything What did he do all that 
time? Of what was he thinking? 


ANANIAS, 


In a street not far away, lived a man who came to see 
Saul on the third day. He was a Christian, one of those 
whom Saul had expected to have in chains on the 
road to prison and to death by this time. In his house 
near by, the Lord spoke to him,—‘‘ Ananias.” He was 
ready to answer withcu: fear when his name was called, 
for the Lord was his friend, “Iam here, Lord.” This 
was the work he was todo: “Arise, go into the street 
which is called Straight, and inguiie in the house of 
Jadas for one called Saul of Tarsus; for, behold, he 
prayeth, and hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias 
coming in aud putting his hand on him, that he mighi 
receive his sight.” 

Saal had been expected at Damascus; the Ohristians 
had heard that he wis coming; his very name meant 
fear and danger to them, A aanias was so frightened by 
veing told to go to him that he did not at once take in the 
strange part of the message. Ovuld it be that Saul was 
blind and praying! To go to him seemed like going to 
alion, He arswered, “ Lord, I have heard by many of 
this man how mach evil he hath done to thy saints at 
Jerasalem.” Did the Lord stop to argue with Ananizs': 
fears? Heeaid, ‘Go thy way; he is a chosen vessel 
unto me.” Ananias went; it was all right if his Lord 
bade him go. 

LAYING ON OF HANDS, 


He went into the house, laid his hands on Saul, and 
called him ‘‘ Brother S.ul.” He said, “ The Lord, even 
Jesus that appeared uato thee, hath sent me, that thou 
mightest receive thy sight and be filled with the Holy 
Ghost.’ Taen there seemed to fail from S.ui’s eyes 
scales; his sight came back. Iamediately he arose and 
was baptizsd, Woat had so changid the fiery Saul? 
God had faifilied in him what he promises to all in cur 
golden text. 





A NEW HEART, 


What did the Lord tell Ananias that Saal was doing in 
those days at Damascas? Wasit not a new thing fir 
Saul to be praying? He had been brought up a very 
strict Jew; he had studied ia J srusalem, had read the 
S:riptures in the synagogu s and thought he was serviog 
the God of M sas by kil.ing the di-ciples of Jesus ; hut he 
had never learaed to pray for forgivene-s of sia f » J -sas’ 
sake, He did not understaad, until Jesis appeared to 
him, how it was that he who had been cracified died for 
ovr sins, died even f.r the trios «f Saal, who called him- 
se f the “chief of s\aners.” He did not know how J asus 
coald give his H ly Spirit to melt the Keer: which wasas 
hard as stone, What is meant bya newheart? A new 
heart is a changed heart, Saal loved what he had hated, 
Whom bad he hated? What did Aaanias call Sau ? Did 
S.ul ever before seem like a brother to any O.ris ian? 
Tois change is called conversion ; Saul wss converted, that 
is, he was changed, Onrist Jesus had changed his heart 
from one fall of sin aad hate to a heart of love and 
obedience; and s> his life was changed, aad he loved to 
pray aad talk of aad work for the Ss-ioue he had found, 

R iwiew the remarks uader the diffreat headings, and 
recall them in next week’s lesson. Tuere are a few 
poiats which the teacher mast not f.ilcoshara with every 
scholar old en :agh to comprehuad : 

1, The power of Christ H:, ov.realing all, could re- 
veal hims:if to 8S epnea, expose Sim wns sip, send Pailip 
to the desert, c avert the E.niopian, and arrest Saul in 
his mad Career. 

2. The sympathy of Jesus, Every sorrow and davger 
to those wou loys mim, touches his owa heart, “I am 
Jesus whom thoa pers.citest.” “Tuasmusn... uato 
she Jast uf these, ye did it uato me,” 

3 Gud loving care. While his children feared the 
coming of S.ui wv D.mascas, he was workiag out his own 
plan to make the wrath of maa to praiss him, makiag a 
oltter enemy a brother aad a helper. 

4. Christ 8 long suffering and forgiveness. Hs had euffared 
Saul to gu ow. Taecu, iasvwad ui vengeance, his only pua- 
ishment was to dazzle Saui’s eyes wita diviae ligus and 
fi,od his heart with divine iove, 

5. Ais unfailing willingress to save. As Saul said, mak- 
ing bim “a pawera w oem wao shud believe.” Is 
vhere one Over whom your heart yearas? He whosaved 
Saul of Tarsas cao reach the thuuguiks:, the wayward, 
che unbelieving, even those that are afer cf, 





BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


CTS9:1. Breathing ou! threatenings . . . I am the ‘east of the 
apust es, th.t am nut Meet ty ce cul ed an #post ©, D.cause I pere 
se uved ihe church Of God, 1 Cur. 15:9... Yo uave Dears of my 
Couvercat.on ia time past in tue Jews’ reli,ivuu, h.w wat ve,oud 
measure I persecuced une churca of God, aud Was.od it, ual. 1.13 
. Concerumg zeal, persevutiag the Churen, fhit 3:6... Who 
was Lefoce & Diasphe oer, @Ou # pcrsecuuor, aud injurious: but I ob- 
tained mercy, because I did itiguvrauty iu uuvewel, 4 Tim, 1: 18, 
V. 2. Desired letters ... As also the high-priest doih bear me 
wituess, aud all the estate of the elders: frum woom aiso I received 
letters uuto the breishren, aud weut tv Damascus, ty bring them 
Wuich were there buuud unto Jerusaiem, for 0 be puuisced, Acts 
22:5... Lweuat to Damascus, wito authomty and commission 
trom the chief piicsis, Acts 26; .2. 

Vv. 3. <A light from heaven . . . Who coverest thyself wiih light as 
with a gurmeni, Pss.104:2 ... Whoonly nate uamoria ity, dwell 
ing iu the Light which uo man Can approach unto, l Lim. 6:46... 
Aud the cit, had no ceed of the sun, Deiter of tue Mo ou, to shine 
iu it: for the g.ory of God d.d ligh.eu it, aud toe 1.408 tae light 
thereof, Rev. 21:23... And there 6Lau be uO wigdt tucre: aud 
they need no candle, neither .igutuf the suu; for ne Lord God giv- 
eth them lighi: and they shall reigu ior ever aud ever, Rev, zz: 5, 

V. 4. A voice saying, Sau}... Aad tha Lord G.d called unto 
Adam, aud said uulw him, Where art thou? Gen. 3.9... Aud he 
{the ange: of the Loidj said, Hagar, Sarai’s maid, whaucs camest 
thou? aud whiwwer wit thou go? Gell. 16:8. . ..God caed unto him 
out of the midst of the busa, anu said, Moses —Moses ! Ex.u:4 . . 
Aud J_sus answered and said uutO ber, Marcha, Martha, thou art 
Carciul, aud troubled about many things, Luke lU:41 .. . Jesus 
Saith unw Lar, Mary, Jonu.0:16.. . Jesus saita to Simun Fever, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me More than wese? John 21 : 15, 

Why persecutest thou me? .. . In ali their affliction he was afflicted 
Isa. 03:9... He that toucheth you, woucheth,the apple of his eve, 
Zech. 2:8... Verily lsay unto you, luasmuco 4s ye nave done it 
uuto one of the least of these my bie.hren, ye buve doue it unto 
me, Matt, 25:40 ... . Fur as ihe vody is une, aud bath many mem - 
bers, and all tae members of wat Oue body, being many, are one 
bud, ; 80 also is Carist, 1 Cos, 12:12... For we are members of nis 
body, of his ficsa, aud of his. bones, Eph. 6: 00, 

V. 6. Hard for thee iokick . . . Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked 
Deut. 32:15... Woo hato hardeued bimse.f against him, and 
bab prospered? Job9:4 .. . Wve univ Dis toas sieaverh witn his 
Maker, Isa. 45:9 . . . Do We provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we 
suonger than he? 1 Cor. 10; 22. 

Vv. 6. Wahatwit thou have metodo? ... What shall we do? Acts 
2:87... Waoat muss il d» to be saved? Acts 16 30... Andlr 
said, What shall ido, Lord? Actiszz:40 . . . Aud the pesple asked 
bim, sayiug, Wuat shaw we do tuen? Luke 8: 10. 

I. sha | be told thee . . . Good aud uprigns is the Lord: therefore 
wili be teach sinners in the way. Tue mec will he guide in judge 
ment, and the meck wil ne teach his Way, Psa. 2.:5,9... What 
mac is he tuat feareth the Lord? him shali he ieach iu the way that 
he shail choose, P.a, 29:12... Blessed is the man whom thea 
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chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him out of thy law, Psa. 94:12... 
Now send men to Joppa, and cail for one Simon, whose surname is 
Peter . . . heshall tell thee what thou oughtest to do, Acts 10: 5, 6 


Vv. 8. He saw no man... And now, behold, the hand of the 
Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun fora 
season, And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; 
and he went about seeking some tv lead him by the hand, Acts 13: 
11. . . And when I could not see for the glory of that lig .t, being 
led by the hand of them that were with me, came I into Damascus, 
Acts 22:11 . . . Andthey smote the men that were at the door of 
the house with blinduess, both smali aud great, Gen. 19: 11. 


Vv. 10, Behold, Iam here .. . God did tempt Abraham, and said 
unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am, Gen. 22:1... 
And the angel of God spake unto mein a dream, saying, Jacob: And 
I said, Heream I, Gen. 81:11 . . . God called unto him out of the 
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here am 
I, Ex.3:4.. . Alsol heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom 
shall I send, and who wil go for us? Then said I, Here am I: send 
me, Isa. 6: 8, 


Vv. i. Behold, he prayeth . . . And it shall eome to pass, that who- 
soever shail call upon the name of the Lord, shall be saved, Acts 2: 
21... I waited patiently for the Lord ; and he inclined unto me, and 
heard my cry, Pea. 40:1... Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
found cail ye upon him while he is near, Isa. 55:6... Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek,-and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you, Matt.7:7... If thou knewest the gift of God, 
and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest 
have ssked of him, and he would have given thee living water, 
John 4: 10. 


V. 16. A chosen vessel . . . The Holy Ghost said, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them, 
Acta 18:2... Yehave nut chosen me, but I have chosen you, and 
ordained you. that ye should go ana bing forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain, Juhn 15: 16... Paul, a servant of Jesus 
Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unio the gospel of God, 
Rom.1:1... Paul, an apostie,(not of men, neither by man, but 
by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead,) 
Gal.1;1 .. , They that are wich him are cailed, and chosen, and 
faithful, Rey. 17: 14. 


To bear my name . . . I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am 
the apostle of the Gentiles, 1 magnify mine office, Rom.11:18 .. . 
He that wrought effeciually in Poter to the apostleship of the cir- 
cumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles, Gal. 2: 
8... Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time. Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, 1 Tim. 
2: 6,7. 


v.16. For my name's sake . . . He hath authority from the chief 
priests to bind all that call on thy name, Acts 9:14 . . . Blessed are 
ye, when men sha.) revile you, and persecute you, and shal say 
all manner of ey.) against you falsely, for my sake, Matt.5:11... 
Ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake, Matt.24:9... 
rd Rg be repioached for the name of Christ, happy are ye, 1 Pet. 


v.17. Brother Saul,. . . And when they heard it, they glorified 
the Lord; and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thou- 
sands of Jews there are which believe, Acts 21:20... Aud one 
Ananias . . came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother 
Baul, receive thy sight, Acts 2<:12,13... Not now as a servant, 
but above a servant, a brother beloved, Philemon 16, 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


CTS 9:1, Saul, yet breathing out, etc.—The case of 

St. Paul betore his conversion aff ids a lamentable 

instance of the effects of a misguided zeal, and should 

indace us to prevent the danger of an igoorant and erro- 
neous conscience.— S/anhope. 


Yet.—The emphatic “yet” is intended to note the 
remaikabie fact, that up to this moment his blind perse- 
culing rage against the disciples of the Lord burned as 
fiercely as ever.— Brown, 


Breathing out threatening and slaughter.—“ Breathing 
mepace and murder.” ... The figure is founded appa- 
rently on the fact, that a person under the excitement of 
stropg emotion breathes harder and quicker, pants, 
=“ to give vent to the passion of which he is fall 
— ac. oy 


V. 2. Desired of him letters.—The Jewish Sanhedrim 
had not only tne power of seizing and scourg ng offend- 
ers against their law, within the bounds of their own 
country, but, by the connivance and favor of the Ro- 
mans, might send into other countries . . . to apprehend 
them.— Cave, 


Damascus.—Perhaps the most ancient, and certainly 
One of the most beaurifal cities, as seen from without, in 
the world. . . . It stands about one hundred and forty 
miles northeast of Jerusalem.— Whedon, 


Any of this way.—Any of this way or profession, any 
who were Christians.— Mann, 


The Christians are here said to be those of this way; 
those of the way; so it is in the original. Perhaps the 
Onristians sumecimes calied themselves so, from Christ 
the Way, or, because they looked on themselves as but 
On the way, and not yet at home,— Henry. 


V. 8. Near Damasous.—This happened, according to 
tradition, where the Syrian town Caucadbe was afterwards 
bailt in commemoration of the event, being so named 
from Cochad, “a star,” or luminous glory, which then ap 
peared to Si. Paul.— Hales, 


A light from heaven.—All attempts to explain this 
light as an electric pnenomena substitute the imagina- 
tion of the commentator for the narrative of the his- 
torian. It was a great light, of what nature or how 
produced there is nv hint. Bat we may naturally 
necs it with the fact that both the OM Testament and 
the New Testament tion of God was often in or 


manifesta: 
accompanied with a luminous gloud, very generally en- 





con- | ci 





‘itled the glory of the Lord (Ex 8:2; 18: 21, 22; 19: 
9,18; 24: 16; 40: 84,35; Deut. 31: 15; 1 Kings 8: 10; 
Luke 2:9; Rev, 1:7; 14: 14).—Abdott, 


. 
V. 4. Saul, Saul.—Jesus knew Saul before that Saul 
knew Jesus — Bengel. 


Why thou me ?—The persecutions of Obrist’s 
twembers are represented as the persecutions of Christ 
himself, by reason of that sympathy which he has with 
them under all their sufferings, which makes him to suffer 
with them (Heb. 4: 15).— Whitby. 


As if he said, “ [t is not my poor innocent at you 
are cruel to, but what you do to them I feel as if you were 
doing to me,—in h g them you are hurtirg me.” 
What a a, tender word of this gracious Saviour! 
What a laying bare of his loving heart! What even was 
S:ephen’s dying love to this !— Macduff. 


V. 5. Iam Jesus.—That very despised person, whom 
Saul till then had thought a deceiver, now appeared to 
him with all the confessed evidences of the true God.— 


Hard —Not difficult, but painfal, dangerous ; not hard 
to do, but hard to bear,— Alexander, 


Pricks.—Sharp iron points with which the rods or 
staves were armed for driving oxen. The more one 
kicks, like a foolish and fractious animal, against these 
sharp spikes, the more must he be lacerated.— Jacobus. 


V. 6. He, trembling and astonished, said, e'e.—Saul 
being terrified with the brightness of the heavenly light, 
and the voice which eame from heaven, puts off his wolf- 
like fierceness, and puts on asheep like disposition, and 
also freely and will ngly gives to do the com- 
mands of the great Shepherd cf souls, whom he lately 
despised.— Du Veit. 


It shall be told thee.—Saul was obliged to wait and sub- 
mit himself to the ministry.— Bengel. 


V. 7. Hearing a voice.—They heard a voice, but under- 
stood not the distinct words that were spoken. Oom 
pare chap. 22 : 9.— Whitby. 


V. 8. When his eyes were opened—He had closed hie 
eyes, at first, from the excess of light which burst upon 
him,.— Newcome, 


Saw no man.—The reason is given in chap. 22: 11 
Its effect had been to blind him; and apparentiy he 
never fully recovered from the effects.—Abbdoté, 


V. 10. And there was, etc.—Saul was only apparently 
forgotten during the three days of his blindness. The 
faithfal shepherd does not for one moment neglect the 
sheep that is found again.— Brandt, 


V. 11, The street called Straight —The principal street 
in Damascus at present runs through the city from east 
to west, and is remarkably straight in some parts, as 
well as narrow. The Oriental Onristians say that this 
is the street in which Saul lodged.— Hackett. 


Tarsus.—Tarsus .. . situated at the northeast corner 
of the Mediterranean Sea, was a town of such note in the 
times of the R»man Empire, that it was not only made 
the cspital of Cilicia, but was peculiarly honored with 
the great —— of a Roman colony, on which ac- 
count we read (chap. 22: 25) that St, Paul pleaded the 
privilege of being a freeborn Roman.— Wells. 


He proyeth—As a Pharisee ... he must have been 
accust md to pray before (Matt. 6:5; 23:14), but the 
implication of the langusge here certainly is, that he 
now for the first time se solicited divine grace and 
guidance, “He prayeth” is always an indication, if 
po demonstration, of the genuineness of conversion.— 

te. 


V. 18. Thy saints —Ananias calls them “ thy saints.’ 
He must have known that they deserved that name 
otherwise he would not have ventured to apply it to them 
in speaking to the Searcher of hearts.— Arnot, 


V. 15. A chosen veseel] —An instrument or minister 
chosen by Me for the purpose of bearing my name,— 


Newcome, 


He (Saul) is himselr a glorious illustration of the 
youne <5 ae guns Se the hearts of lost sinners.— 
esser 


Behold the wonderful power of divine grace! .. . It 
first breaks off the point of the persecutor’s menacing 
spear, and then converts the latter into a shepherd’s pro- 
tecting crook —Gerok, 


V. 16. He must suffer—The more abundantly God 
grants his grace to a sul, the greater are the afiflictions 
which he sends.— Starke, 


V. 17. Brother Saul.—Ananias now acknowledges 
him for a brother.— Mann, 


V. 18. As it had been scales—This statement can 
hardly mean that a scaly substance had actually been 
separated from Saul’s eyeballs; it rather seems to de- 
acribe merely a certain sensation which he experienced 
at the moment, that is, he felt as if something resembling 
scales fell from his eyes, after which he could see again, 
and this change occarred suddenly,—Lechiler, 


Was baptized —The administration of baptism to such 
@ convert as Saul, under these circumstances, is a suffi- 

ent intimation to us, how guilty and fatal is a nage 
of those persons who treat the sacrament of baptism, 
and other such ord with scorn and contempt.— 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


AUL’S OUTBREATHINGS.—Whatever of kindly 

inflaence may have been breathed in by Saul, what 
he breathed out, what came from him, was “ threatening 
and slaughter.” Among the Malays, men sometimes 
“run amuck.”’ Having fired themselves with maddening 
drinks, and being well armed, they rush forth, killing 
indiscriminately all persons whom they meet. They 
breathe out threatening and slaughter to every one. Saul 
did it to Christians. 

Savu’s AuTHoriry.—Offenders against the laws of 
one state may fice to another, but the governor of the 
state whence they fiee sends a formal letter, called a 
“requisition,” to the authorities of the state to which the 
culprits have ficd. An officer carries this letter, and, on 
presenting it, he gets his prisoner, and takes him, 
“bound” if needs be, to the proper place of trial. So 
the Sanhedrim of Jerusalem sent Saul to the synagogues 
of Damascus, that he might arrest and bring to Jeru- 
salem, bound if needs be, the followers of Ohriat. 

Tue Lieut.—A flash of lightning, a sudden gleam of 
sunshine, or a turning up of lights in a darkened room, 
dazzles one so that he cannot see clearly for a moment. 
The glory of the Lord, however, is far more dazzling 
(Rev. 21: 28). A Sanday-school girl, who had just 
found Jesus, rose from her knees rubbing her eyes and 
acting as though she were bewildered. Oa being asked 
what caused her to act so, she said, “‘ Why, it appears to 
me as though there had been a terrible storm, bat as if 
the clouds had all suddenly broken away, and the sun 
had shone down upon me.” 

Jzsus ONE WITH HIS PsOPLE.—An eminent minister 
was traveling in Palestine. He had a loved son, a little 
boy, then living in Philadelphia, A letter from home 
one day reached the absent father, which he opened with 
an eagerhand. Among other items it told him of the 
death of one of his associates in Christian work, ‘“ and,” 
said the letter, “he left a legacy of thousand dol- 
lars to our boy.” “That legacy,” said the minister, 
“though I never spent a penny of it, was to me, in a sense 
far higher and closer than though my name had stood in 
the place of my boy’s name in the will.” 

SauL’s SUBMISsION.—The Romans caused the prisoners 
captured by them in war to pass under a yoke, in token 
that they submitted to their new rulers and were ready 
for orders from them, Saul passed under the yoke when 
he asked, “‘ What wilt thou have me to do?” 

Hz Prayetu.—A little girl who had jast believed on 
Jesus wrote to a Christian friend, saying: “I always 
used to say my prayers, but I never prayed till lately.” 

SicuHt.— Oh!” said a child after praying for pardon, 
“‘T don’t know what is the matter. I ama new girl, or I 
sm in a new world.” “ Everything seems so different to 
me now,” is the testimony of many new converts. 


MARKED ConvERsions.—Sometimes the sun comes up 
amid clouds of glorious coloring. Sometimes there are 
no clouds to be seen. Sometimes they are light and 
fleecy. But how the clouds appear, does not sffsct the 
fact of the sun’s rising. Whether one turn to Obrist sud- 
denly and with marked experiences, or slowly and with- 
out notable features, matters not, if only Christ Jesus rise 
on the soul. : 
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SAUL’S MEETING WITH JESUS. 
BY CHARLES E. KNOX, DD. 


HIS was the miraculous beginning of a career di- 
vinely planned, An extraordinary career is some- 
times impelled and controlled by a single vivid, pro- 
found impression at the beginning. Strong impressions 
of God and of sin, at conversion, are commonly of large 
service a‘ierwards in this way. 

Observe two things in this remarkable conversion. 
First, it was a conversion without any human agent, 
Secondly, yet it had in it the essential qualities of all Scrip- 
ture conversions. 

I. There was no human agent, When Saul was an cps 
enemy, he was unapproachable by his disciples. He was 
enclosed by all the defenses and outworks «f the San- 
hedrim, the stubborn opinions of strict Pharisaism, and 
ell anti Nazarene public opinion. He was himself in 
training in the artillery of the learned schools against 
the new sect. He appeared first as witness_of a battle, 
ia which he relished the overthrow of Stephen. He there 
gained his promotion, and started for conquest. There 
had been no opportunity for the humble, fair-minded, 
believer to approach him. It was while warming up to 
the very heat of his assault that a Mightier than Man 
met him « utside Damascus, No disciple was then in his 
company to appeal to him., No apostle was present to 
auswer his outcries. It was not the soldiers who led him 
to the city who said to him, “ Arise, and go unto Damas- 
cus, and there it shall be told thee the things appointed 
thee.” He was already converted,—already a minister 
and a witness, praying and waitiog for direction, when 
Ananias came to him. Ananias only gave him sight 
and baptism as the seals of conversion. S:raightway the 
apostles preaching began,—the burden of his sermons 
repentance toward Gud, forgiveness of sins, inheritance 
by faith, Jesus, the Christ and the Son of God. 

There was, therefore, great power in his claim before 
the churches, that he was a called apostle, not of men, 
neither by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Futher, 
who raised him from the dead, 

IL. Yot this conversion had in it all the essential quali- 
ties of other conversions described in the Scriptures. 

1, Saul had the grand foundation of biblical kaowl- 
edge. As a H-brew of pure blood, in his Banjamite 
home at Tarsus, ia Gamaliel’s school at Jerusalem, he 
had a profound faith in the Hebrew Scriptures, and was 
familiar with them. 

2. He knew well the general outlines of Jesus’ life and 
work. He was acquainted with the scope of the doc- 
trine which that man of faith and of the Holy Ghost ad- 
vocated with such wisdom in the synagogues of Cilicians 
and Libertines and Cyrenians and Alexandrians, His 
z9al for God was directed, as he supposed, against a false 
messiah, of whom he had knowledge. It was a consci- 
entious conviction with him that S:ephen died for blas- 
phemy,—a conviction which sprang from mingled emo- 
tions of justice and of pride. Although “ exceedingly 
mad,” and compelling disciples to blaspheme the worthy 
name through his very opposition, yet he took in the 
substance of Jesus’ claim as a risen and ascended 
Messiah. 

8. A divine contact swep‘ his judgment clear. The 
impact from heaven upon his spirit, by the palpable 
presence of the personal G 4, erected instantly in his 
mind, as into heights of hil): and mountains, the grand 
outlines of truth, and cast dow imstantly, as into abysses 
of oblivion, the previous citadcls of his security. He 
had seen only the sun before in the Law, the Prophets, 
and the Writings. For the first time now he saw in the 
noontide sun, a form brighter than the sun, the Naza- 
rene, Messiah of light and glory. Dazed and blinded, 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life stand out bold, clear, 
and alone, upon the clarified fi-ld of his mind. 

4, He was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. He 
yielded. He prayed. He said, “Thou art Jesus;” “I 
kick no longer against the pricks.” ‘ What dost thou de- 
sire from me, thou Lord of glory?” Penitence, faith, 
obedience, sanctification, works, testimony, began in that 
hour, and ended only when the new man in Christ Jesus 
laid his head on the block outside the gates of Rome, 

5. The prayerful and the obedient spirit of the church 
contributed to the result. The “one accord” at Pente- 
cost had this otber response on the plain before Damascus. 
The place in Jerusalem, shaken when Peter and John and 
their “own company” prayed, was not the only place 
moved by supernatural power. The earth under Peter’s 
prison and the skies over Saul of Tarsus’ head moved, 
The Christlike missionary desire and activity of the 
church brooded over the souls of men; and doors were 
opened to the Gentiles at Csarea and Damascus, The 
church could not see beyond the walls of Jerusalem or 


the hills of Jadea; but the Lord Jesus himself appeared 
in visions at Joppa and on those northeast plains of 
ancient Aram. 

Have faith in God. Many proud opponents in these 
days—from scoffers to sincere scientific opponents— 
have the broad foundations of sound Scripture knowl- 
edge in their minds. Their very resistance to the truth 
makes them, perhaps, more definitely acquainted with 
Jesus’ lifa and work. An impact of the Spirit may one 
day instantly sweep their judgment clear, and compel them 
to say, “ Who art thou?” Let the spirit of the church 
be prayerful, missionary, and Christlike, and even they, 
let us hops, will not be d's»bedient to the heavenly 
vision. The walls of our prayer-rooms may be small, but 
the Christ shall appear in the distant heavens. Buddha 
and Mohammed, as well as the walls of Ohina and Japan, 
shall fall before him. 


A CHOSEN VESSEL. 


[From Tie First Age of Christianity. By John Ignatius 
Ddllinger, D.D.] 


| a church bad obtaived through a miraculous call 
ard conversion the man chosen above all to break 
down the partition wall between Jew and Gentile, and 
to bring the latter in a body into the new communion. 
A young man of Tarsu:, Saul by name, had distinguished 
himeelf sb »ve all by his burning z »s] against the disciples 
of Christ, and his unwearied energy in extirpating them 
The son of a Pharisee, he had been educated at Jerusalem 
in the school of Gamaliel, the most learned and pious 
doctor of the law of the day, and wag firmly grounded in 
the prevalent doc'rine about the approsching glorifica. 
tion of the law and erection of the kingdom of Israel. 
He had inherited from his father the important, vala- 
able privileges of R man citizenship ; and belonging, as 
he did, to a city which could even compete with Athens 
and Alexandria as a chief seat of Greek civilization and 
science, was not unacqiainted with Greek literature, 
though it hed done notning to subdae the rigor of his 
Pharisaic z3al for the law, 

Saul, as he was called in Hebrew, or Paul after the 
Hellenistic form of his name, was a witness of the heroic 
resignation and magnanimous constancy with which 8: 
Stephen had svffsred death, And that event may heave 
left a sting in his breast which afterwards c»ntributed to 
his conversion, though fr the time it only confirmed 
him in the conviction that a sect which prdaced such 
martyrs constituted a grava danger to pure Jadaism, dia- 
tracted as it was otherwise from within and threatened 
more and more seri ‘usly from without, and that it must, 
therefore, be extirpated. Hs hastened to Damascus 
whither many Obristians had fled, with fall power from 
the high-priest, the president of the Sanhedrim, to 
superintend the imprisonment of the apostates. 

But in the persecutor of to-day was hidd«n the apnatle 
of to-morrow, as the generous fruit is hidden in its rough 
shell. When he was certain that the promisei Deliverer 
of Israel, whom he with all his people was looking for, 
had already come, and come in the person of J-sus, then 
that stream of fiary zoal pcuved iteelf into the bed of the 
young cburch; that fallness of acquirements, that 
strength of mind and will, came over to the service of the 
cause he had hitherto ba‘ed and persecuted. This cer- 
tainty he gained on his way to Damascus; he suddenly 
heard the voice of the Lord and saw his countenance, 
and the favor granted during the forty days to the 
apostles and disciples was also conf on him; the 
risen Jesus appeared to him, not, as to them, with 
shrouded m:jsty, but in the splendor and brightness of 
his glorified humanity. To him alone was this night 
vouchsafed, while his companions perceived, indeed, the 
light outshining the mid-day sun, and heard the sound 
of a voice, but neither saw Jesus nor understood the 
words spoken. 

Saul, struck to the ground at the presence of the Lwd 
and then raised up again by his word, learned now that 
he, the former persecutor, was ordained to preach and 
testify what he had hitherto denied and abhorred as 
blasphemy. When the vision was over, he obse:ved 
that he had lost his sight. He was led on by his attend- 
ants—the little way still left—to Damascus, and remained 
three days blind, eating and drinking nothing; but his 
spiritual sight was all the keeser in this night of his 
outward senses. The illusions which hed before held 
captive this lofty and powerful spirit vanished now; the 
prophetic passages of Scripture became clear to him, and 
the look of the dying Stephen rose before his sou!, In 
those three days he lived whole years of penitence, and 
recogniz:d himself as the chief of sinners; the proud 
aelf-righteousness of the Pharisee, which deemed itself 
blame)ess in observing all the externals of the law, fell. 
like a hard crust, from his heart ; belief in Jesus, whose 
disciples he had c.pelled to blaspheme him, entered, 
and began at once to .ransform his whole consciousness 
A believer at Damascus, named Ananias, to whom even 
the Jews bore tes:imony as a conscientious ob«erver of 
the law, had already been commanded in a v slo. to re- 
store sight, by laying on of hands, to the:ne ay and 
threatening persecutor, whose mere name fille hia with 
fear and anxiety, but who was even now ab:o ‘bed in 
prayer, and thus showed that he had grown humble and 
obedient, As 8+, Peter and Oornelius had been prepared 
for their intercourse with each other by similar visions, 
so, while Ananias received this summons, Saul was in- 
structed by a vision that Ananias would come and cu-e 
him of his blindness. And thus he was received into 





the bosom of the church by ba and preached Jesus 
in the synagogue of the city, vim, 





THE ENEMY SURRENDERS, 
{From the Church in the House, By William Arnot, D.D.} 


\UL was immediately and fally aware that he had a 
person to deal with. Whether, ia the first moment 
of his terror, all that Stephen had preached of Jesus 
living and reigniog flashed into his memory, we do not 
know; bat it is probable that the thought of Jesns, whom 
Stephen saw at his dyiag moment, was on Saul’s mind 
when he put his first question, “Who art thou, L ord?” 
Jesus condescends to answer him, for he knew that the 
persecutor was ia earnest now: ‘I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest.” In this¢xpression ail the reproof and con- 
solation containei in the first word of the Lord is re- 
peated and redoubled. 
The proverbial expression “kick sgainst the pricks,” 
like a of the Lord’s sayings, gives a whole parable 
in a single sentence. Since attention has beea paid to 
Oriental customs, the meaning of the phrase is clearly 
and easily understood. The oxen, while u.der the yoke, 
were goaded by a long, slender, sharpened rod. Irrita 
by the puncture, they sometimes kicked against the in- 
strument that paiaed them. Tais, of course, only lace- 
rated theirlimbs the more, The parable cartly intimates 
that Saul was in the grasp of irresistible power, and that 
it would be wisdom simply to submit. 

His next question acc rdingly iadicates implicit sub- 
mission: ‘Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” He 
surrenders at discretion, As yet, however, his knowledge 
is very dim. It has often beea remarked that he displa 
the character of a novice in demandiog what he sh 
do; and that the Lord, througa Ananias, sent him a 
message more ia accordance with the cross which he 
was cailed to bear: “I will show him how great things 
he mus: suffer for my name’s sake.” 

Bat whue, for great parposes, the risen Lord personally 
meets the arch-enemy ia order to subdue him he does 
not in person undertake the disc ples’ insuusion. He 
hands him over to the ministry of maa. A simple Ohris- 
tiaa disciple, not other wise kaown, becomes the edacator 
of the great ap atle, 

While Saai lay prostrate, probably his eyes were shut ; 
it was when he ruse, and endeavoured to look around, 
that he discovered his blicdiess. Wahe. he opened his 
eyes he saw nothiog. They led him by the hand, and 
brought him to Damascus, 

Ia Damazcas he remained three days and three nights, 
and aeither did eat nor driak. During that time tnree 
main channels of communication with earth were cat: ff ; 
he saw not, he ate not, he drank not. Isolated from 
earth, he enters into commaaication with heaveo; for 
“ behold he prayeth.’’ Tne Spi: i: possesses bim. Hap 
thiraty, blind, he comes to Gua for food, drink, sight 
Nothing from the world now; all from Oarist. Tais 
vessel hss now been emptied, and will soon be filled 
again. Emptied of all below, he wiil be filled, through 
the channel of prayer, frm cme treasures that are at 
Guod’s right hand; emptied of himself and filled with 
Ohrist. Taus, in conversiun generaliy, by means more 
gentle or mure violent, a soul is severed for a time from 
its relations to earth, that soit may have leisure and 
treedom to transact with God for eternity. Toe new 
birth is sometimes more and sometimes less proionged, 
with more or less of agony, 


At some pciats the experiences of Saul and the Ethi- 
opian are parallel, and at some in contrast. These two 
journeys may be compared with profit. Tae Ethiopian 
a Gentile, Saula Jew. Toe Geaile journeyed toward 
Jerusalem to seek Obrist ; the Jew j »puraeyed from Jeru- 
salem to persecute Onristians., a the one case the 
Scripture exemplified is, “ Seek, and ye shall find ;’’ in 
the other, ‘I am found of them who sought me not,” 
The Lord on high looked sovereigaly and merci/ullyon 
both travellers. He gave the one what he songht, and 
the other what he sought not. Both were blessed, and 
in the end both receivers lived to the Giver’s prai.e, 

I have already thrown out the suggestion that if Saul 
and Scvephen should meet in heaven, they might with 
profit compare notes of their several experiences. The 
meeting of Saul and the E.hiopian would be equaily 
interesting. When the secrets of all hearts shall be 
revealed, 1t will be fuund that the devout and hamble 
inquirer will get no more glory than the proud and cruel 
blasphemer. I: will be fuund that both were made 
willing by the same power. There were indead diver- 





| sities of operatioa, but the Worker was one. Tris man 


was won by a secret disulling of the Spirit, like dew 
from heaven, upon his heart; that man was subdued 

a sudden struke of omaipotence; but buth alike 
ascribe all to the grace of their Redeemer, 


After three days of blindness and fasting,—three days 
spent, probably, ia a great conflict between conscience 
and the divine iaw,—the fasteniogs of a stony heart at 
length gave way, and the penitent melied iato prayer. 
Now that the wound has gone deep enough, a healing 
ministry will be sent. Go to him, Ananias; for, “ be- 
nold, he prayeth.” Now that the branch is let into the 
vine, it is Ohrist in one of his members who is hungry 
and blind, and weeping tnere. Tae Lord in heaven 
changes his voice now: Anavics. ‘eave not me aa 
longer in darkaess and want in the house of Jadas, in 
the street that is called Siraight. 


The confi.ct that raged during those three days in the 
stricken persecator’s breast, has been in part 
for our instruction, The self-dissection contained in 
Romans 7 must have had a great deal to do with the 
taree days of agony in Dama;cus, 

Although certified that Saul was praying, Ananias 
did not immediately feel at ease in the prospect of meet- 


ing him. Tae lion is now ready to lie duwn with the 
kid, but the kid naturally starts back at first sight of 
that dreaded beast of prey. 
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Noric#.—SUBSCRIBERS WHO DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISOONTINUED WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR BE- 
NEWAIA BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH I8 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS. 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPAD TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATS, 





Mr, Georce H. Warries, of Hartford, has been 
chosen corresponding secretary and treasurer of the 
Cmnecticut Suoday School Teachers’ Association, io 
place of Mr, L. W. Parish, who has removed to the West. 


Our Publisher desires us to say, that he cannot sup- 
ply back numbers of Taz Times to new subscribers. 
New subscriptions will date from the issue of the num" 
- ber of Taz Times next following the receipt of the sub- 
scription, 


Sunpay and Monday next, October 22, 23, ara the 
Days of Uaiversal Prayer for Sanday-schools, as named 
by our E iglish co workers. They are likely to be ob- 
served widely this year, both in local schools and in 
uaion gatherings. A correspondent suggests that the 
hymn, “ R ck of Ages,” should be sung in every assem- 
bly gathered for the observance cf the:e days; that hymn 
having been written one hundred years ago, and being, 
therefore, an appropriate one for this year of centennial 
memories, 


ANNOUNCEMENT is made of the accession to The 
Christian at Work of the R v. Dr. William M. Taylor, 
pastor of the Boadway Tabernacle Oburch, New Y rk, 
as Elitor-in-C .ief, in place of the Rev. Dr, Talmage. 
Dr, Taylor is a strong thinker and a ready writer. 
Although he is new to editorial work, it can hardly 
be doubted that he will succeed in it as well as 
any man can who is burdened with the duties of a 
pestorate. Meantime Zhe Christian at Work will never 
lack good editing while Mr. M. H. Bright is at his 
post as Managing Editor. D-. Talmage now takes a po- 
sition on Zhe Advance, which is t> be edied in New 
York as well as in Onicago, The R-v, Alfred Taylor, 
whose ready pen and vsried abilities are so well known 
to the Sanday-school pub'ic, is also to have a place ia 
the editorial force of The Advance, 


Tr was in a country village, on a quiet Sanday morn- 
ing, that the members of a family, returning from a visit 
tothe “Great Exhibition,” entered the unpretentious 
church, and took their seats a little before the hour of 
opening service, The organist was p'aying a volun- 
tary. Like most ccuntyy organists he had an ear for 
operatic tunes. The mus'c struck the ears of one of the 
children in the family of strangers with familiar associ- 
ations. He had been with father and mother away f:om 
their raral home, where there was no church organ, to 
pss some weeks visiting New York and Philadelphia. 
Now he knew something more about the meaning of 
music, He waited patiently for a little time, and then 
he whispered so loud that it was heard in another pew, 
“Say, papa, when’s the curtain goin’ to mse?” There 
wasn’t much doubt as to what “evening meetings” that 
boy had attended ia the great cities, 


“Mamma,” said a thoughtfal four-year-old, a few days 
since, as he sat at the dinner-table, loc king at the dishes 
he had seen preparing in the kitchen,—“‘ Mamma, you 
say that God made everything, but Ann [the cook] made 
some of these things.” There was a youog scientist for 
you! Formerly * had believed in God’s creative work 





he had thought that God supp'ied him with his daily 
bresd. Now he had looked into the kitchen, and seen 
with his own eyes that bread was a result of Irish labor. 
The testimony of his senses put “ Ann” in the plsce of 
God. It was as though he had ssen the tracks of a “ four- 
toed horse” ina college library. His scientifi: researches 
were shaking his faith. Yet that boy did well to draw 
lessons from the kitchen. If his observations there 
taught him God’s way of sending us our daily bread, he 
was a gainer by his new-found kaowledge. But if he 
doubted God in consequence, he was—childish, very 
childish, 





Mrz J. Bennet Tyee bss tendered his resignation 
as Soperintendent of the 8 .bbath School Department of 
the Presbyterian Board of Publication, to take eff ct in 
the early spring of 1877, His health has not been en- 
tirely good for the past year, and now “ areturn of alarm- 
ing symptoms” compels him “ to relinquish spesking and 
more eepecially traveling long distances.” He hopes ‘to 
continue office work during the winter, and by holding 
up now to regain shattered strerg h.” Mr. Tyler had to 
lay the foundations of work in his department, as he was 
the first man to hold the office which he now resigas. He 
has labored diligently in the ephere assigned to him, 
giving to it his best energies and his fullest strength. He 
has been the means of promoting largely the Sanday. 
school interests in the field of his denomination, and has 
done more or less service in the same line outside of his 
branch of the church. He will have with him, wherever 
he may be, the best wishes of Suanday-school workers 
generally. r 


READERS cf Wide Awake are informed of the pro- 
pesal, in the October number of that magazine, tohold a 
Doll’s Fair in B ston, in the early part of December. Tne 
plan is, to have children all over the country dress little 
dolls and send them to the Fair for exhibition. Ten 
pr zes are to be awarded to the makers of the ten best- 
made sets of dolls’ clothing there exhibited. After the 
pr'z°s have been awarded, all the dolls are to be sent— 
and that is the best part of the plan—as Ohristmas gifts 
to sick children in hospita’s in diff rent parts of the 
country. The purpose of the movement is, to interest 
children far and near, fist in neatness, good taste, and 
nice sewing, and secondly, in giving erj yment to the 
many little sufferers who are to be found in children’s 
hospitals in nearly all of the great cities cf America 
The priz3s are to be awarded “ not for handsome dresses, 
but for the best-made clothing.” The children who con- 
tend for the prizes must make the dresses themselves, 
although they may have the dresses cut out for them by 
others, Oommittees of ladies in the diffrent cities are 
expected to aid in distributing the dolls to the hospitals 
The idea is certainly a good one, and will doubtless com- 
mend itself to the little ones and their friends. Moazssrs. 
Garrigues Brothers, 603 Arch S:reet, Pailadelp ia, will 
receive all dolls contribu :ed f:om this city and vicinity. 
Fall particulars of the plan may be obtained on appli- 
cation to Miss Eila Farman, Elitor of Wide Awake, 32 
Franklin Street, Boston, Dolls which are not entered 
for competition will, we presume, be received from those 
who weuld like a share in the guod work, but who can- 
not make dolls, dresses, or claim to be less than sixteen 
years old, 


Wuat with a dram-shop and a pawnbroker’s shop 
side by side, there are no two places in the world which 
more ersentially strip a man or a family. And the two 
establishments p'ay into one another as directly as a 
Sunday-school plays into a church. First the dram-shop 
takes everything in the way of daily earniogs until the 
family is impoverished. Then comes the pawnbroker’s 
shop to take the remainder. Thither go, first of all: 
watches and j-welry and all precious keepsakes. Then 
comes a sacrifice of books and pictures, clothing, bed- 
clothes, table-linen, cutlery and crockery, the family 
fiddle or the family B ble, Sasan’s necklace and Johnny’s 
skates,—everything, in fact, which enters into household 
use, And the pawnbroker is as unmerciful as the dram- 
seller. The one has taken the last shilling, and the other 
takes the only remaining sheet, and both are as hard asa 
flint, no matter who cries or tells a pitiable story of want 
and suff.ring. Moreover, as the dram seller sends his 
customer to the pawnbroker, so the pawnbroker sends 
him back again, For in nine cases out of ten, probably, 
going to the pawnbroker’s means poverty brought on 
by intemperance, and still there is the craving for more 
liquor which will sscr fice anything to get it. It is not 
c rtain that dram-sellers and pawnbrokers constitute a 
mutual-admiration society, bat they are certainly co- 
workers and mutually helpful. Gv intoa pawnbroker’s 
shop, for instance, on Saturday night, and there you may 


see a score of men, women and children with bundles of 
clothing, spoons, a coat, or a p'ist'l, a bundle of lead- 
pencil+, anything, in fact, on which a pawobroker will 
advance from five dollars down toa sixpence. Possibly 
this money may go to feed astarving family; but the 
chances are that it will goto buy more rum, and that, 
before morning, there wi'l be shiveting cr hungry chil- 
dren, and drucken parents. Aad that is the story of 
piles on piles of clothing and household stuff reaching to 
the ceiling, whicn one may see in any pawnbroker’s 
shop, for every dollar advanced on which the wretched 
barterers have paid twenty. five per cent. interest,—while 
the articles will probably be sold for want of ability to 
redeem them. ‘ D» they do any busicess?” was asked of 
a store keeper concerning a ne'ghboring pawnbroker’s 
establishment. ‘ Bisiness?”’ was the reply. ‘They do 
more business than any concern on this block.” Perhaps, 
however, he might have made exception to the adj pining 
grog-shop. All thisin face of the teachirg ‘“‘ Woe to 
him that putteth the bottle to his neighbor’s lips,” and 
“Tf thou at all take thy neighbor’s raiment to pledge, 
thou shalt deliver it unto him by that the sun goeth 
down.” 





“WHAT IS THAT TO THEE?” 


HEN Peter asked concernirg J hn, his fellow-dis- 
ciple, “ Lord, and what shall this mando? Jesus 
saith unto him, If I will that be tarry till I come, what 
is that to thee? Follow thou me.” Peter’s path had 
already been pointed out to him. He had been told 
what was his duty. There was no reason why he should 
stop to learn what somebody else was to do, Therefore 
his Lord rebuked Peter for his untimely q iestion. 

A great many men since the days of Peter have needed 
the same rebuke which he recciv.d. It is a very com- 
mon thing for a man to wait tosee what others will do 
before he goes forward. Indeed, it isa rare thing for a 
man to do anything else. Most men want to follow, 
rather than to lead. When those whoare about them stand 
still, they s‘and still, When those who are near them 
move on, th-y move on, 

Se, for example, a moving throng crowding the 
streets of a great ci y, as here ia Philadelphia, in these 
Centennial days, It seems at first glance as if every 
square foot of the sidewalks was occupied, and all the 
men, women, and children there were hurrying fi rward 
as rapidly as they could wih so many on that street. 
Yet a closer examination will show, that every now and 
then, along the street, there is aclear space onthe side- 
walk, as though the crowd were broken into sections, 
and each division were moving by itself. What is the 
cause of these gaps? Two or three peis ons are walking 
more slowly than the average city gait. It may be that 
one of them is lema; or they are slaggish and heavily 
moulded persons; or they are absorbed in conversation, 
and in consequence have slacksned their p.ce, Mean- 
time the crowd ia front of them has m >ved on, and the 
crowd behind them has slowed. They have chosen their 
own gait, Taoose who fullow them have imitated it, 
Hence, bank and railroad presideats, merchant prioces, 
prominent poli icians, lawyers, and cle-gymen, are seen 
plodding along at a slower pace than their wont, bacaure, 
perhaps, a few sight seers from the rural districts are 
moving leisurely on ahead, looking in at the shop win- 
dows and talking over the wonders of the city they are 
visiting. It is not that those behind would not like to 
move faster, but they lack the independence to choose 
their own pace and pursaé it, evea though they have to 
psss those who have been ia their front. Occasionally, 
however, a self-poised and positive man pushes by the 
laggards, deciding f r himself how fast he will walk. 
O:hers slacken their pacs at the back of their neighbors. 
What is that to him? He moveson. Bat he is an ex- 
ception. Each man of the many looks at the man just 
ahead of him, and asks, ‘‘ H »w fast will this man go?” 
On Broadway,in busy New York, almost any day of the 
year, this state of thiags may be noted, in illustration «f 
the truth that most mon regulate their course and their 
rate of speed by the action of those who are jast before 
or about them. 

The same truth is evidenced when a great publicbuild- 
ing is crowded on some special occasion. Tae house 
seems to be full The very doorways are thronged. Hun- 
dreds come up to and turn back from the entrance, con- 
vinced that there is no possibility of gettirg in there, 
Now and then an independent man pushes his way 
quietly but persistently through the doorway crowd into 
the vestibule, up throvgh the aisles, toward the front. 
There he finds rocm. S» many have waited at the rear 
for these jast before them to move on, that some: f the 
best seats at the front have remained uncccupied to the 





last, An independent man, who doesn’t stop to see if 
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others are going forward, can commonly get a good front 
seat in a crowded house even if he comes in late. If a 
multitude stands waiting at the door, what isthat to him? 
He presses forward. 

In business transactions, as in moving in or through a 
crowd, only in exceptional instances does a man act for 
himeelf, instead of letting his neighbors lead him. 
Merchants and capitalists stand lookicg at one another, 
each one asking about his neighbors, “And what will 
this man do?” Few of them dare begin to advertise 
until the others begin ; dare to invest except in s quarter 
where the others invest; dare to make use of a new plan 
or a new invention until others do the same thing. Now 
and then a Ste wart or a Vanderbilt Jesds cff fearlessly, 
and how quickly the others follow! What a scramble to 
be up with the foremost when it is clear what ‘this 
man” will do! It is inecribed on General Patnam’s 
mon ument, “‘ He dsred to Jesd where ary dared to fol- 
low.” It msy be said of the average man in the common 
throng, “ He dares to follow where any dares to lead.” 
Most men stand waiting to be led. 

It is a great pity that so many illustrations of this 
proneners of men to follow their neighbors, rather than 
to lead them, are to be found among Ohristian workers. 
Here is a msn who wishes that the weekly prayer-meet- 
ing in his church bad more of life snd warmth init. It 
seems so cold and fcrmal. If only all the church-mem- 
bers were aroused, what meetings they could have, all 
the year round! But none of the members seem inclined 
to bestir themeelves. ‘‘ What is that to thee?” says our 
Lord to that anxious brother. “Fullow thou me.” If 
only that ope man would do bis duty, without waiting 
for other people to do theirs, there might be a new state 
of things in that prsyer meeting. Ove Christisn brother, 
warm-hearted, wide awake, and in dead earnest for 
Christ and fir aculs, is a power in any religicus gather 
ing. Said a qiaint old minister of a plain but devoted 
member cf his church, “ He isn’t a great man; but he’s 
worth a hundred dcllars a year to us as kindlirg-wocd 
in our prayer-meetirgs.” If the kindling-wood is well 
used, even green or wet logs may be started into a blaze. 

Here again is a brother in a church where there is no 
work doing to resch the urconverted. Psstcr and peo- 
ple seem alik e urecncerred for the sinners about them. 
There is no visiting from house to house, to urge the in- 
terests of religion on unbelievers. Obrist and bis ealva- 
tion are rarely mentioned in that ficld outside of the 
sanctuary. This brother wcald be giad to do his part in 
evangelistic work, if only the others would be up and 
ding ; tut neve of them seems dirposed to move a foot 
or to lift a finger, “ What is that to thee? Follow thou 
me,” comes sgain our Lord’s rebuke, If that one nan 
would do bis duty, it would be no small gain to that 
church. Sach a worker as K. A. Barnell or Uncle 
John Vasear weuldn’t wait long in such a parish for 
others to move. Ejit her one cf these men would start 
out by himeelf, ard go from hcure to hcvse, tellirg of 
the love of J esur, and urgirg sculsto His service. He 
wou'd speak to men by the wayside, feelirg and showing 
an interest in their persoval we)faye until well-nigh 
every individus] in the field of that church had received 
the invitations of the gorpel, snd had felt the warm pres- 
sure of a Caristian’s hand. Nor wculd such a brother 
hsve to work alone very lorg. When he was resdy to 
lead off, others would show themselves ready to follow. 
The dead church would be alive sgsin, and the sluggi:h 
Chri-tians would be active and zealous. 

So in all departments of church activi'y. The trouble 
is not that the many do not m¢ ve, but that the one man 
waits for the others to start. What if ibeotbers dos and 
still? “ What is that to thee?’ Go forward all alone 
D» your duty, Wait for no one, while your Lord calls 
and leads you. If you will fill your place, other people 
will be much more likely to fill their places. Whatever 
is the lack just now ia your church or Sanday school, it 
will never be met by your waiting inactively with your 
sluggish fellows. I: may be supplied, if you will move 
forward promptly, and in faith. 





TEACHERS’ LIBRARIES. 


fragt who do not study cannot teach. That 
point thculd be considered as beyond question. 
Ev-n men of the best stored minds need to study anew 
on ary subject of which they would be teachers, More 
e: pecially do men whose minds are not well stored have 
need of special study to enable them to teach acceptabl 
—profitably. The aversge Sundsy-school teacher cannot 
be fitted for his Sanday’s work with his class, withcut 
preliminary stucy of his Sunday’s lesson, in the light of 
the b-st helps available to him. 
Bat the average Sunday-school teacher has no library 





in hishems, He owns few books of reference, in the 
line of B ble s:udy. He does not have as many such 
books as he needs, Nor can he afford to buy them, How 
then can he secure what is essential to bis best service? 
How can be be fairly fitted fur his work? There cought 
to be a teachers’ library in every Sunday-school, in city 
or country, cc mprising such volumes for reference as are 
indispensable to the tes chers of that school, and as many 
other suitable volumes as can be sffordedthere. Theex- 
pense of this library cught to be borne by the church to 
which the Sax day-school belongs, if it is achurchechool ; 
or by the parents of the scholars, and by the community 
generally. if it is a neighborhood Sunday-school, not con- 
nec'ed with ary local church. 

A good tescher who has ample means will be glad to 
own such books as he needs for his work; but the great 
mass of teachers lsck the means to supply themselves 
with requisite helps to study. Their lsck ought to be 
freely suj p'ied by thqse whom they represent, or for 
whom they labor. The teacher who gives gratuitously 
his time and energies to the instruction and training of 
a church or a commu i'y ought not to be asked to do 
without the books which are essential to his ¢ fficiency as 
a teacher, and which are quite beyond his reach by pur 
chase. In view of the needs of most Sundsy-school 
teachers, the cost of a good reference library for teachers 
is as important a part of the proper expenses of that 
echool, as is the supply of books or papers for the schol- 
ars; of a melodeon or cabinet organ; of the heating 
apparatus ; or ofthe other ordinary furniture of the 
schoolroom. : 

Nor is a teachers’ library by any means a novelty in 
Sanday-rchool appliances, There are echools which 
bave been thus cared for for thirty years or more. Li- 
braries of this sort are not uncommon in city and country; 
although many a Sunday-school is without this help, and 
the evgg' stion cf its importance is doubtless siill new to 
many a Sanday-school worker. S metimes the teachers’ 
library is found in a room appropriated to the weekly 
teachers’-meeting. Again it is made a department of 
the school library. Ia some places it is accessible to the 
teachers all the werk through. E'sewhere it is open to 
them only on specifi d days. The details of its manage 
ment are a minor matter, They canbe quickly arranged 
when orce the library is secured, 

The teachers’ reference library ought to contain con- 
cordancer, B.ble atlases, Bible dictionaries, Bible in- 
dexee, Bible commentaries, wcrks on Bible lands and 
sacred antiquilies, various editions of the Bible, books of 
illustration, volumes cf ecclesiastical history, sketches of 
missionary bi graphy and labor, works on teaching, the 
best current Sunday-school pericdicals, and, indeed, 
whatever will sid to disclose, to expound, to illustrate, 
or to apply, the Bible and its truths. The larger the 
library the better, wi hin reasonable limits. If, however, 
the school is smal), and thore whom it represents are 
poor, a few of the more important works will answer a 
good yu pore—will be far betier than no library. The 
poorer the field the more esgential is at least a partial 
supply of teschers’ helps. If there were only a good 
reference B ble, a concordance, a B ble atlas, and a B ble 
dictionary accessible to all the teschers in some of the 
smaller primary Sunday schools, many a teacher would 
have valuable helps frcm which he is now shuicff. A 
teachers’ library, large or small, ought to be a part of 
the equipment of every Saaday-echool. 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—_——_—@————— 


Here /s an illustration of the power of silent ix flaence, 
rent to us by a London correrp 1 dent: 


In a garden near the Pass of Killiecrankie, may be seen a 
rock, as effectively burst asunder as by a blast of gunpowder. 
How came it about? A bird dropped # wild-rose seed in a 
crevice. The seed germinated, sprang up, and a lovely 


ros: bush crowns the epot. The power of the life has split 
open the rock. ‘ 


This note from « contributor tells its own story : ° 
Hearing that the plan of Our Qu‘z Class had received 
some attention, we thought it would be an encouragement to 
self and class to know how many had used it. Wiull all the 
readers of THE Times who have adopted it please send a 
postal card to my address, statirg their success? 
Miss Erxta A. DrRinKWATER, 
New Vernon, N. J. 


Au Iowa correspondent, whose jadgmenot we value 
highly, writes: 


As supplementary to your note in regard to Commentaries 





by the Rev. Dr. Wl iam Arnot, as an admirable exposition 
of this portion of the New Testament. F.rprofourd piritual 
insight, keen analysis, gereral pie y, and felicity of «x res- 
sion, it is a work rare'y equalled. In The M-morial Pulpit, 
the Rev. Dr. C. 8S. Robin‘on has given some excelleat dis- 
conraes on several topica of this quarter’s lexeons. I am not 
advised whether these bave beea collected in book form. 
Mine were clipped from the pages of Taz Tres [for 1874]. 


Another correspondent commends as a help to the 
study of this querter’s Jeasors A Year with Ss. Paul, 
by the Rav. Dr. Caarles E Kaox, from whose pen we 
give, on another page, an article on the lesson for 
November 5. And we would add to the list of helps 
hitherto given by us, Neander’s Pianting and Training 
of the Obristian Church. 

There is commonly not too much, but too little, interest 
shown in the Sanday school by members of the church 
who are not Sunday-schocl teachers, Heuce the fear 
recently expressed by an English correspondent, that 
outsiders would aim to unfairly control and direct the 
teachers, is not likely to be shared by the active workers 
generally. An Iilinois correspondent has this to say on 
the sutject : 

I am puzzled to understand the troubles of our Fnglish 
brother as to the rightful source of authority for the govern_ 
ment of the Sunday-school. Here in the West we have not 
the lesst trouble with that question, and [ speak from my own 
experience io twoor three We tern stetes A man once, in 
speaking of his team, said it was the most willing team he 
ever saw. One of them was willing to do all the work, and 
the other was willing be should. That describes us ex ctly. 
Those Christiens who are in the Sabbath-school are willinz to 
bear all the burdens of the church—and do it; and tho:e who 
are not are willing they should, and they do not mauifest in- 
terest enough in the matter to attempt to govern us, 


The several articles in a recent number of Taz Times 
on “ How to Siudy a Laasoa”*are the subdjact of varied 
comment in suadry letters received by us. This is a 
good sign. Some readers havs been set a thinking. 
Whatever conclusion they may fi1ally come to, they are 
already in a more hop ful state than while they had no 
thought on the su'j ct. Aa Iilinois worker seems to 
have misapprehended the idea of all the articles, and to 
have supposed that they had reference rather to modes of 
teaching than to mcd +s of study. He says: 

I think you have not struck the idea in Normal-class 
teaching. Present the methods: analytic; synthet c; induc- 
tive; persuasive; instruciive; topical; and then your 4 P’s, 
4 D's, and 5 W’s . . . How do we Teach? (those of us who 
succeed,) not How to Teach, is the idea, I judge. 


It is of little use for a teacher to consider msthods of 
teaching before he has avy method of study. He must 
kaow something him-elf before he can help others to 
kaow it. Methods of teaching are to be considsred after, 
not before, methods of study. 

A Pennsylvania “ Lssson Grinder ” thiaks that it 
would be well for the several writers on this subject to 
try their respective plans in the columns of THz Timgs, 
to show how the mechanical contrivances for study do 
their work. His sugg:s ion is : 

Now suppose Professor John S. Hart gives us the lesson 
for Oc'obar 29 ground out with his machine and Professor 
W. C. Wilkioson grinds out the Jesson for November 5 with 
his machine, and Dr. Vincent the lesson for November 12 as 
ground out with his four P’s and four D’s machine. Then 
let Emanuel Deutsch [who, by the way, is dead] try his 
noiseless machine on the lesson for November 19, with his 
PRDS improvement, and let Dr. Gregory try his BIBLE 
machine on the next lesson, and so on through the year with 
every new machine that come: out, and the Sundsy-:chool 
teacher will be better able to choose a machine. It wiil help 
the teachers a great deal more, and take up no moe space 
in your paper. Theory is good, but it needs some practice 
to make it valuable. 

This correspondent also seems disinclined to test for 
himself the good advice which has been pr ff.nd to 
teachers who want to study bat do not kaow how. He 
would like the men who have studied, and who tell of 
their methods, to study sgain and give him the results of 
their work. But that would not help tim H:; must 
study for himself, cr he will live and die without the 
benefits of stuiy. I: would be of little use for him to 
stard by and watch other people study. He must take 
hold for himself, according to the plan which he deems 
best suited to his ability and needs. “ Tueory is good,” 
as he says, “but it needs some practice to make it valu- 
able.” Let him take bis pick of the proffered machiaes, 
or use his naked bands, and grind out something from 
either or all of the lessoas for the remaining weeks of 


on Acts, permit me to commend The Church in the House ; this year, 
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WORKERS IN CONNCIL. 


(Information for this department—including early reporta of Oon- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.) 


—_—— @———— 
CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


October 25, 26, 1876, 
New Joracy, State, at SAlOM.........-..cscrssssssorssvreree MOVEMDEr 14-16, 1876, 





Now Hampshire, State, at Lacomia.......++--.0reeeeeeeD QC DEF +6, 1876. 





NORMAL-OLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Oan,, Teachery’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lemons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Ohristian Amociation. Led by the Rev. Principal Oavan, of Knox 
Oollege, 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wealeyan Hall, 8% Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 8 p.m. Led by the Rey. H. M. Parsons. 

Rochester, N. ¥., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening. in the Y. M. 0. A. Hall, 

Byracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
8 P.m., in the Y. M, 0, A. Hall. 


Elmira, N Y . Union Normal Class at the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 rpm, in the 
Fulton ftreet Chapel ; Condctor, the Rev Dr Inglis. Primary 
Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 245 pm,inthe Y M. 
0. A. Lecture-room; Conductor for October, Mrs. 8. W. Clark 
Normal Claes every Friday at 7 45 P M, in the chapel of the Fourth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church; Conductor, Ralph Wells. 

Brooklyn, N. ¥. Sunday-school Union, the second Monday evening 
of each month, at Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. Union 
Meeting for Leenon Atndy tn the Warren Street M. E. Church, every 
Saturday at 8 p.m. Led by R, E. Selmes. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening at the Y M.O. A. Hall. No. 1210 Chestnut Street; aleo, at 
noon °verv Saturday, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. 0, A Rooms, No, 88 Fifth Avenue. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-class teachers every Saturday, at 
4P.m., at No, 8 North Charles Street. 

Loulsville, Ky Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 Pp. m., at the Y. M. 0, A, Rooms, 

St. Louis, Teachers’ Normal-class and Lesson Study every Thursday 
in the First Presbyterian Church, Corner Fourteenth Street and 
Lucas Place, at 8P.m. Teachers’ Association (Union), meets for 
Institute work tho first Tuesday evening of each month, in 
Pilgrim Congregational church. 

Chicago, Union Meeting for Lemon Study, at Farwell Hall, every 

Saturday at noon, 

Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Association (Union), meets for 
Institute work on the First Wednesday evening of each month. 
Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Leson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y. M. 0, A. Hall. Led by the Rey. A. T. Pierson. 





MICHIGAN STATE CONVENTION. 
REPORTED BY THE REV. J. B, ATCHINSON, 


T was at Owasso, Owasso isacity, The term “city” 
in the West has no reference to the population of a 
town. Some cities contain thousands of inhabitants, 
like Ohicago; others hundreds, like Owasso, The latter 
contains about twenty-five hundred,—a number suffi- 
ciently large to make a respectable audience in point of 
magnitude, But many of the Owarsoans are too small to 
attend, and many others are cff at the Centennial; and 
the audience, instead of numbering twenty five hundred, 
seldom reached one twenty-fifth of that number, except 
of evenings, when it increased to one tenth. 

Oar party reached Owasso at 8 45 Tuesday evening, 
October 34, and went where the Convention was to be 
(Gould’s Hall), but found it was not there. We learned 
from a friendly grocer that the body had found new quar- 
ters at the Oongregational Ohurch. Thither we went, 
and were jst in time to hear the address of welcome by 
the Rev. O. R Kellerman, pastor of the Methodist Church. 
We were glad to be thus welcomed, and immediately felt 
at home. The Rev. Mr. Wright, of Fenton, Chairman of 
the Executive Committee, had already made an address, 


cannot have successful schools, for the reason that they do 
not comprehend the true idea of a Sunday-school. 
Reports from counties were next in order, but as 
very few of the counties were represented, this part of 
the programme was a failure, The mistake was made of 
calling nearly the entire list of counties in the state, 
thus consuming time without accomplishing anything 
A map of the state was exhibited, on which there were 
shown nineteen patches, representing counties which had 


"once boasted of having county Sunday-school associa- 


tions, Several of these were reported as having organiza- 
tions, but which had shown no signs of life for several 
years, Reports of revivals followed, from which it ap- 
peared that many of the most successfal revivals of the 
past winter in the state, commenced in the Sanday- 
schools. The President read a valuable paper on “ Train- 
ing-classes for Sanday-school teachers,” an interesting 
discussion of which topic occupied the remainder of the 
morning session, . 

The fiest hour of the afternoon session was devoted to 
what has been called a ‘‘Grumbler’s Meeting.” Super- 
intendents and teachers were invited to “speak.” The 
speakirg soon ran into a discussion of the memorizing of 
the Scriptures and the study of the lesson by the scholars, 
It was thought, by those who expressed their views, that 
the p »wer of example was the most potent ; in short, that, 
if teachers would memorize and study, their scholars 
would soon follow their example. Oae teacher had tried 
« ffaring a silver half dollar to each of his ten boys who 
would commit the leesons and the golden text for an 
entire quarter; but at thé end of the quarter he found that 
silver was at a discount in his class, as only three of his 
boys had taken any stock in the enterprise. We suggest 
that all such teachers follow the example of Peter, and 
give to their scholars that which is better than silver an’ 
gold ; namely, ardent love for them, an intense interest in 
them, and the power of a good examp'e before them, 

* Power; what is it, and how obtained?” was the sub- 
ject of an excellent paper by the Rev. I. N. Elwood, of 
Port Huron. The Rev. J. A. Seymour, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, followed in a practical address on “ Revival work 
in the Sanday-school.” He discussed— 

1, The duty and importance of such work ; 

2. The preparation for it; which includes— 

(1) A clear and impressive view of the condition and 
prospects of the impenitent ; (2) Desire for the salvation 
of souls; (3) Intention to lead souls to Christ ; (4) Dis- 
mission of imaginary difficulties ; (5) Oherishing the con- 
fidence and courage inspired by a hope of saccess; (6) 
Gaining current views of divine sovereignty ; (7) Gain- 
ing wisdom, strength, and unction by prayer; (8) Sym- 
pathy with and in the spirit of Ohrist. 

8 Things to be done: 

(1) Kaow those whom you would lead to Ohrist; (2) 
Find out if they have any purpose; (3) Impart needed 
instruction ; (4) Explain the sinner’s duty; (5) Explain 
the love of God; (6) Hold up the cross as a motive ; (7) 
So explain their dependence on the Holy Spirit as not 
to diminish, but to increase, their sense of obligation ; 
(8) Ascertain what special sins hold them back from 
Christ ; (9) Pray with and for the scholars; (10) Get 
them to pray; (11) Send a book or givea tract; (12) 
Persevere, 

4 Oautions: 

(1) Avoid a self-righteous spirit ; (2) Avoid occupying 
too much time ; (8) Avoid direct or implied misrepresen- 
tations of the real condition of impenitent sinners; (4) 
Baware of mistaking symptoms for the reality, or hope 
for conversion ; (5) Fail not to depend for succeas on 
the Holy Spirit. 

5 Manner of work : 

(1) Avoid a hasty and heartless manner; (2) Avoid a 
gloomy and forbidding spirit; (3) Avoid a harsh and 
impericus way; (4) Ba self-possessed ; (5) Be consistent 


which had been responded to by the Rev. Mr. Lee. | in life, 


The proceedings were enlivened by singing, led by Mr. P. 
A. Billings of Detroit. The appointment of committees 
and the recording of delegates’ names concluded the first 
session. 

On Wednesday morning a half-hour was spent in de- 
votional services, after which the committee on organiza- 
tion reported the following officers for the ensuing year: 
President, the Rv. Z Grenell, of Bay City; Vice-Presi- 
dent, the Hon. P.L Page, of Aun Arbor; Recording Sec- 
retary, W. D. King, of Pontiac ; O \rresponding Secretary, 
the Rev. E ©, Olney, of Grand Rapids, with an Execu- 
tive Committee of six members. This report was adopted, 
and the newly elected President delivered a very happy 
and sppropriate address, in which he discarded the idea 
that the Sunday-school was for persons of a particular 
cless or age. The Sanday-school properly includes all 
ages; and those churches which entertain any other view 


The evening audience filled the house, It was an in- 
teresting and interested company, which listened atten- 
tively to an historical address on the “Sunday-school work 
during the century past, including its progress in Michi- 
gan.” Mr. W. Boyd, one of the oldest and most ener- 
getic workers in our state, was the speaker, 

The matters of chief interest at the session on Thurs- 
day morning were a paper by Hon. P. L. Page, of Ann 
Arbor, entitled “ Dangers of the Age, and Pablic Safe- 
guards,” and a talk on “ Opportunities” by Mr. Sey- 
meur, of Ohio, The question of “ Entertainments” was 
turned into a discussion on card-playing and dancing, in 
which nothing was gained and very much lost. We are 
sorry to record that a prominent officer of the Oonven- 
tion advocated what he called a judicious indulgence in 
both the above questionable amusements, He was not 





supported with much enthusiasm however, In the after- 





noon the question-drawer was opened, and a paper was 
presented from W. D. Love, D D., of East Saginaw, on 
“Tae Sanday-school an aid to popular education.” By 
vote of the Convention it was requested for publication 
in THz SUNDAY ScHoo. Times, 

The Rev. Thomas Wright, Superintendent of Missions 
of the American Sanday School Union in Michigan, 
gave an interesting statement of his work in the northern 
counties of the state, showing that the people in those 
sparsely settled regions are hungering and thirsting after 
the gospel. The Convention adj.uraed to meet at the 
call of its executive committee, 

A supplementary service was held in the evening for 
the children. It was largely attended, and was addressed 
by the Rev. E O. Olney, the Rev. Taomas Wright, the 
Rev. J. B. Atchinson, and by Mr. W. Boyd. 

Politics, centenaialism, county fairs, other ecclesiasti- 
cal meetings, a failure to stir up the people sufficiently, 
a want of unity in the programme, and several other 
causes, all served to detract from the interest and suc- 
cess of this Convention. The pspers presented were ex- 
cellent, and well appreciated by the few who were 
present, We are not disposed to find fault with any one, 
while all admitted the comparative failure ; but all be- 
lieve that the next anniver:ary will secure the interest 
and enthusiasm of former years. And so we pray. 


BROOKLYN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 
THE ANNUAL MEETING. 


HE annual meeting of the Brooklyn Sunday School 
Uaion was held on Monday evening, October 9, in 
the Lafayette Avenus Presbyterian Church. The at- 
tendance was large. Toe meeting was opened by the 
President, Irrael A Barker. After the singing of the 
hymn “I love to tell the story,” the reading of the 
Scriptures by A. F Coles, of the State Executive Oom- 
mittee, and prayer by Eiward E Sill, of B.ffslo, Presi- 
dent of the New York S:ate Suaday-school Association, 
the Rav. De. T. L Cuyler extended a hearty welcome to 
the association, He assured the association that they were 
heartily welcome to the use of bis church so long as they 
chose to use it. He hoped the teachers would bear one 
thought in mind. What are they in the Sanday-school 
work for? To bring children into the Sunday-school? 
Yes. Bat that was only a means to an end, The end 
sought was to make better boys and girls. The great 
want of America to-day is more good boys and girls, and 
the “ better time coming ” is the time when our homes 
and schools shall turn ont better boys and girls, We 
should be betier for more of the fifth commandment in 
Brooklyn homes, and a little more eighth commandment 
too. Sirike for the children’s consciences then, not their 
feelings only. Keep before you in your own conscience, 
and hold up to them, the example of the life of the 
Master. 

The Rev. Dr. Thomas Armitage, of New York, then 
read an address on ‘‘ The conversion of very young 
children.” The speaker took the ground that too much 
skepticism existed among church people on this subject. 
He knew that many large minds had been seriously dis- 
turbed about it, and that much time had been spent, with 
little prcfi:, in trying to decide exactly at what age chil- 
dren could be converted, The problem must be settled, 
he thought, on grounds of moral consciousness irrespec- 
tive of age. The fair and common sense conclusion was 
that as soon as children b«came able to discriminate 
between good and sin they became capable of knowing 
the power of redempiion from sin, The gospel seems to 
have been constracted with a view to the conversion of 
young children, He had ofien been struck with the 
fact that the connection between the O'd and the New 
Testament dispensatious was the golden link by which 
Job linked Malachi and the gospel together. The inter- 
esta of children evidently form one of the wisest con- 
siderations in the government of God. The speaker 
directed the attention of his hearers to several points, upon 
which he spoke at length, substantially as follows: 

1, The religion of the Lord Jesus Christ is the only 
religion that makes provision for childram. The gospel 
of Ohrist dares to poise its claims upon our helplessness, 
beginniog with the great elemental fact of the holy child 
Jesus, and is the only one in the world in which the 
child is the basis and foundation of faith, 

2. The religion of Jesus Christ dares to put its sacred 
books into the hands of achild, No other rel'giondares 
do that. A child is told to study these books, and a 
child of seven may believe as much of a mystery as a 
man of seventy. 

8. The religion of Jesus Obrist is the only religion that 
boasts its noblest workmanship as being wrought in the 
spirit of a little child, Oar Lord had beautifully eluci- 
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dated this when he told his disciples, “ Except ye be- 
come as one of these, ye cannot enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

4. The characteristics of our nature are such that 
personal salvation is more readily effected in childhood 
than at any other period of life. The temper and turn 
of the mind in which a child is commonly found, is har- 
monious with the spirit of the gospel. Anything that 
does good to the child must be abiding. Everything 
valuable to a child sinks into its memory in early life, 
and possesses it to a much greater degree than later. 
The time to fix upon a child the teachings of Christ, is 
when he is fresh and impressionable, You bring the 
gospel truth to bear upon the mind and will and memory 
of a child, and you have interwoven the very warp and 
woof of humanity and salvation into the child’s being. 

5. The will, affections, and conscience, the three great 
elements of a child’s development, are seen at the earli- 
est moments of his life, so that as soon as he knows he 
possesses these he is qualified to be impressed. A child’s 
first believing in the fact “me” is by instinct, not by 
reason, its own helplessness convincing it that it exists. 
Then it comes to believe in its mother. Helplesaness 
rests upon it as a conviction, and total faith in the 
mother follows. Faith stands on fact; and a little child 
may believe all the facts in Scripture; Methuselah can 
do no more, Tell me about a child’s understanding 
things in conversion—it is little matter whether they un- 
derstand or not. The philosopher and the child stand 
on equal ground in religion. He did not see why chil- 
dren could not be converted as well as the wisest and 
mightiest man on earth. Dismiss all your skepticism. 
What an honor it is for an old man to take a little child 
by the hand and lead him to Jesus! If he does it with 
an angel’s spirit, itis angels’ work, and he will reap an 
angel’s reward, With Bishop Bedell he believed that 
the sweetest music that ever falls upon the ear of the 
archangel is the hum of children in the Sabbath-school 
room, 

Mr. Barker then announced that the normal-class work 
would begin in October, in a place to be announced. A 
series of lectures for the winter was announced as fol- 
lows: 

October 26—“ The Bible.’ The Rev R. 8. Storrs, D.D. 

November 2—“ The English Bible.”’ The Rev. T. L. 
Cuyler, D.D. ' 

November 9—“ The Bible and History.” The Rey. J. M. 
Buckley. 

November 16—“ The Bible and Science.” The Rev. J. M. 
Buckley. 

November 30—“ Bible Poets and Poetry.” 

December 7— 

December 14—“ Bible Interpretations.” The Rey. Lyman 
Abbott. 

December 21—“Bible Doctrines.” The Rev. Dr. J. H. 
Vincent. 

January 4—“ Bible Geography.” The Rev. J.S. Ostrander. 

January 11—“ Bible Geography.” A. O. Van-Lennep. 

January 18—“ Bible Manners and Customs.” A. O. Van- 
Lennep. 

January 25—“ Bible Manners and Customs.” The Rey. J. 
8. Ostrander. 


The Secretary, J. L. Sturges, read his report, showing 
the present status of the Brooklyn Union. There are— 


Schools, - - - - - : - - 137 
Officers and teachers, - - - - - - 549 
Scholars, - - - - - - 48,824 


Addresses followed from the Rev. Emory J. Haynes 
and the Hon. O, J Harman, of O:wego. The Rev. Dr. 
W. M, Taylor, of New York, . "'! address the next meei- 
ing, which will be held December 13, 





THE DANVILLE CONVENTION. 


J se among the many papers presented at the S:ate 
Convention of Young Men’s Caristian Association , 
at Danville, Penn. (recently reported in these columns), 
we present the following, likely to be of interest to many 
of our readers : 
BIBLE STUDY IN ¥.M.C. A WORK. 
BY T, J, GILLESPIE, 


One of the most encouraging signs of the times is the 
greatly increasedinterest everywhere shown in the study 
of God’s word, This is largely due to our unsurpassed 
system of International Sanday-school Lessons, and to 
the prominence given to the Bible in recent evangelistic 
labor. Let us consider : 

1, The importance of Bible study in our associational 
work; and 2, How shall it be promoted ? 

1. Its importance. The object of our Young Men’s 
Association is two-fold, (1.) To develop their members, 
and by mutual counsel and co-operation assist in help- 





ing each other onward and upward in the Christian life ; 
(2) To lead our careless and wandering brothers from 
the paths of sin and folly, into the way of life and holi- 
ness, The importance of Bible study in our work will 
therefore be manifested from two considerations. The 
first is this: Bible study is essential to Christian growth. 
(See 2 Pet. 3: 18; 1 Pet. 5:12; 20or.3:18; John 
17:17;1John1:8; 1 John 2:4; Psa. 1:2,3) From 
these texts we learn that growth in knowledge, grace, 
strength, likeness to Christ, holiness and fruitfulness ; 
and fellowship with God the Father, and Jesus Ohrist 
his Son, are dependent upon the study of God’s word. 

Bat secondly: Bible study is essential to success in 
Christian work. God always honors those who honor 
his word. Any one who has carefully watched Mr. 
Moody and his work cannot have failed to discover that, 
as his knowledge of God’s word has become more 
thorougb, and as he has given it greater prominence in 
his work, so has his power increased ; and the same will 
be found true of every one who aspires to be a “ laborer 
together with God.” 

The great difficulty with much of the preaching from 
the pulpit, the teaching in the class, and the instruction 
given in the inquiry room is that the truth is so muddled 
with the theories of men, that the hearers cannot under- 
stand it, but are lef: in greater darkness than before. 
We need to let the light of divine truth shine into dark- 
ened minds, and then they will soon be filled with light 
and joy. Bat let us ask, 

2, How shall the duty of the Bible be promoted? (1.) 
By personal study, When we give ourselves to the 
study of God's word its power will soon be manifest in 
us, and its value will be seen in our lives and in our 
work, This will beget an interest on the part of others, 
If we would see increased Bible study in our associations 
let each of us devote more time to it ourselves, and then 
we can consistently and effectively use our influence in 
its favor. (2.) By making the Bible prominent in all 
our association meetings. Is it a conference and prayer 
meeting? Have a Bible text for your theme and s(ick to 
the text. Is it a service of song? Do not make it simply 
a selection of hymns without connection or order, but 
take a Bible subject and let all the songs tend to impress 
the trath contained in it, and by pithy, pointed, and 
practical remarks show the connection between each 
song and the subject. Is it an experience meeting? L t 
it be largely “‘experience on the.text.” Ohristian ex- 
perisnce is very good in its place, but good only as it 
illustrates the word of God, not as it supersedes it, 
Don’t truest your own experience, or that of others too 
much. Our experiences are not always reliable, but 
God’s word never errs. Have Bible readings? These 
shed light upon all traths. Hold promise meetings. Let 
the “ exceeding great and precious promises ” comfort 
your hearts—these often serve to show those who have 
hitherto neglected the study of the Bible its wonderful 
value ‘and preciousness. Let your services sometimes 
take the character of prayer-meetings, and recount the 
reasons for praising God which are given in his word. 
Thus, while varying the character of your moeting let the 
word of God ahvays hold a leading place, and you will 
thus insure avariety which they otherwise will not posses. 
(3) By special Bible classes for Caristian workers, The 
reault of increased Bible study in our association, has 
been to start a meeting for Bible study, and this in turn 
extended the interest in the Bible. You will find such a 
meeting extremely valuable in promoting a knowledge 
of the Bible, and in secaring its more thorough use ia 
your association. (4) Havsspocial training classes for 
young converts. When these young converts are brought 
under our influence, it isdue to them, to our association, 
and to the cause of the Master, whom we serve, that we 
endeavor to “ expound to them the word of God more per- 
fectly ” (Acts 18: 26), and that we fail not to commend 
them to and acquaint them with “the word of his grace, 
which is able to build them up and give them an inher- 
itance among them that are satisfied” (Acts 20: 82) 
(5.) Have a series of special lectures on the Bible, its 
evidences, difficulties, apparent discrepancies, helps to 
interpretation, etc. These will be found very profitable> 
(6.) Use it at all times, Let us show that we believe 
that it is “ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness,” and with firm con- 
fidence in its power and efficacy constantly wield in our 
Obristian warfare and Ohristian work this “ sword of the 
spirit which is the word of God.” 

Have a copy of the Bible, or at least of the New Tes- 
tament, for constant use, and carry it with you. Don’t be 
afraid lest would-be-wits may say something smart about 
“limp sides and flap edges,” or about “imitating 
Moody.” Batter to endure a laugh than to be ignorant 
of the werd; and experience and observation have 





taught me that while possessing and carrying a copy of 
the Bible, however fine, does not necessarily mean 
knowledge of its contents ; yet that those who carry their 
Bibles or Testaments with them, are usually more dili- 
gent students thereof, and therefore better acquainted 
with its contents. Besides this is, in itself, a constant 
testimony to your appreciation of its value, and a con- 
stant reminder to your fellow-workers of the need of 
Bible study. 

(7.) Talk about the truths you have been studying, 
and the lessons you have learned,—not so much in re- 
ligious meetings as in your present intercourse with your 
fellow-members, (8) Do not fail to have in connection 
with your Association a union meeting for Sunday-school 
teachers and others, to study and compare views upon 
the lesson for the next Sabbath, 

Let our motto, brothers, ever be, “Let the word of 
God dwell in you richly,” and then we will, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost, be made “ w- u needing 
not to be ashamed.” 





IN PROSPECT. 


N Monday, October 23, the New York “ .nday-school 
Association will hold a special meeting at Dr. 
Crosby’s Oburch, Fourth Avenue and Twenty-second 
Street, in accordance with the plans of the London 
Sunday School Uaion for special services on that day. 
Bishop Simpson will address the gathering. 


The Massachusetts Sunday-school Convention will 
hold its twenty-second annual mesting, at Lowell, on 
Wednesday and Thursday, Ostober 25, 26, Exch evan- 
gelical Sunday-school of the state is invited to send two 
delegates, The Rev. Dr. Vincent, Ralph Wells, and 
William Reynolds are to be present as helpers. The 
call of the Executive Commities asks special attention 
to this paragraph : 

It is intended to make the Convention eminently practical, 
and by the blessing of him for whom we labor, the richest in 
spiritual results. To this end the prayers of all our Sunday- 
school workers are most earnestly desired. Especially do we 
ask that while joining with Christian br<thren and sisters on 
the World’s Prayer Days for Sunday-schools, the 22d and 
23d insts., asking for his blessing upon Sunday-school work 
everywhere, the great value of a more complete oneness with 
Christ among the officers and teachers of our own Sunday- 
schools in Massachusetts, may be earnestly and prayerfully 
remembered. In every part of the state let the request be 
made in the name of Jesus, that this annual gathering may 
be the chosen place for the much needed mighty inworking of 
God the Holy Spirit, so that hearts and tongues and eyes and 
ears and hands and feet; yea, that our whole bodies may be 
presented as living sacrifices, holy, acceptable unto God. 








PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


ES oF 
HERE are now 12,000 local preachers connected with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in this country, 

—Four of the Chinamen employed at North Adams, 
Mass, have united with the Baptist church in that 
town, 

—The Sunday morning breakfasts in Glasgow, Scot- 
land, have been gpontinued by the United Evangelistic 
Committee for s full year, with an average attendance 
of 2100 persons. 

—On the occasion of its twenty-seventh anniversary, 
the Powell Street Methodist Episcopal Sanday-school, 
of San Francisco, has published a handsome eight-page 
paper, giving a sketch of its history, and other matters 
of special local interest. 

—St. Peter’s Protestant Episcopal Sunday-school, of 
Brooklyn, numbers Over six hundred scholars; takes no 
vacation, summer or winter ; and for twenty years back 
it has sent annually over thirty of its pupils as candi- 
dates for church membership through confirmation. 


—Mr. Henry Winter Sle, a deaf mute, was ordained 
as an Episcopal clergyman, in S:. Stephen’s church, 
Philadelphia, on the second Sanday in October. Mr. 
Syle is the son of an Episcopal missionary in China, 
His field of labor is to be among the deaf mutes of this 
city and vicinity. 

—The second anniversary of the founding of the Oen- 
tral Ooffse House of Philadelphia, was celebrated Octo- 
ber 5. The work began with one woman, to make the 
coffee and serve it. Two large cc ffxe houses are now in 
successful operation, employing some seventy assistants, 
and farnishing launch daily to about four thousand per- 
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sons, Ia the buildings occupied by the Osntral H use, 
religivus services are reguiarly held, with temperance 
meetings and other he) ps to virtucus lives, 


— Evangelistic wok moves on in Ohicago. From the 
start, immense throngs have pres:d to the meetings. 
Messis Moody and Sankry are in excellent condition 
for work, and they are rplendidly sustained by the 
C sicago pwstors, The work for Coristians occupies the 
fist place, as is uual in Mr. Moody's meetings. Ser- 
mons on c’urage, k ve, and other primery elements of 
Ooristian life have been preached. Oa October 6 Mr 
Moody was called to Northfield, Mass, by the de.th of 
his younger brother. M j r Whittle was thereupoo 
summoned to take his place at the Tabernacle. The 
interest at this jancture was rising very perceptibly, but 
the temporary change cf leadership naturally became a 
matter of anxiety to many. Ooncerning the deceased 
Mr Sankey sated, that, upon the return of Mr. Moody 
and himeelf from Eogland, they held some specie! s+r- 
vices at Northfield. Then this now depsrted brother 
became a Christian ; or, if one before, then “took up his 
cross, and went to work in earnest.” Mr Sank: y further 
said: “ Three weeks sgo, I went into a little church in 
that village of N rihfield, and we fiund this brother 
taking charge of the singing, and arranging the pecple 
till we arrived. When the great ove fluw came, and a 
meeting bad to be held outside, our dear brother left the 
large meeting and organized the small one, He had 
the same lsrge spirit that Mr. Moody has.” Mejor 
Whittle followed with an apprcpriate and telling ad 
drees, The fears as to the results of Mr. Moody’s tem- 
porary abrerce were greatly relieved by the attendance 
on the following dsys, and by the unfaltering zsal of the 
workers. 


—The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions has just held its sixty-seventh anniversary, at 
Hartford, Ounn, The Rev. Dr. Mark Hopkins presided 
over the assembly, assisted by the Hon. William E 
Dodge. A synopsis of the report of the H me Depart- 
meut was read by the Rsv 8 B Treat, the H.me Secre- 
tary. It gives the necrolcgy of the year, with accounts 
of missionary rei .forcemeats, sgencies, women’s boards, 
co-operating societies, and the financial history for the 
year. The disbursements fr the year endis g September 
1, 1876, amount to $45216866 The entire income oi 
the year was $465,442 40. The year just closed began 
with « debt o: $14 323 96, This has been reduced during 
the year te $3105022 The Foreiga Sscretary of the 
Board, the Rv. Dc. N. G@. Clark, read an abstract of his 
Sarvey of Missioas, from which these facts appear : 

Three missionaries have died,—Mrs. John T. Gulick, of 
North China Dr. H. 8S. West, of Sivas, Wesiern Turkey, and 
the Rev. M. R_ Peck, of India, who, returning, died in Ver- 
ment, Twen'y-sevea missionaries came home, and ten left 
the board. Twenty returned to their fieids of labor, and 
twenty-iwo new missionaries started out. 

In spite of the Turkish disturbances, work is progressing in 
that country. Its colleges contain 260 young men, and as 
m»ny women are in the boarding-schools; 12,000 chudren 
attend Sunday-school, and converts are carrying the truth all 
over the land. 

There is little of special interest in the missions of India 
and Ceylkn. Educatioa is spreading, and in Ceylon work 
amcng women has become more active, 

There is steady progress in China, and the outlook is de- 
cidedly promising. 

The want of men and means is the main hindrance in 
Japan. Kiyoto has been opened for residence, and a trainiog 
schoo! has been re-estab.i-hed by permi sion, since the last 
report, and more than a thousand ;e ple have listened to the 
preaching of the go+pel in the ancient capital of Japan. A 
girls’ school was opened last Octuber at Kobe, The first 
Christian newspaper began issue in January. 

In Micronesia the remarkable progress of previous yéars 
has continued uninterrupted through the past year, 

In the Zulu mission in Af.ica, leas has been accomplished 
than in previous ye ure, and there has been a sifting of native 
churches under a di-cipline that is expected to prove bene- 
ficial. 

Of he work among the North American Indians the report 
speaks hopefully. 

In papal lands there has been unexpected progress. In 
Western M»xico, though the mis-ionaries’ lives are in danger, 
two hundred towns about Guadalajara have each fifty or less of 
secret or openly professed Christians, In Northern Mexico 
a new church has been organized. Missionaries are needed 
in both regions, lu Spain, at Santander, a church of forty 
members has been gatherrd during the year. Another mis- 
sionary fami'y is needed there, A new station has been 
taken at Zaragoza. The greatest difficulties have been met 
in Austria. R manists and eclesiasiical authorities of the 
Protestant church recognized by the state, have opposed the 
simple preaching of the missionaries, 


Upon the entire fi-ld, fourteen new churches have been 
gathered, and over 1,600 new members have been enrolled. 


A general summary of the work is herewith appeaded - 


Missions. 
FRURIOOE OF MEMMNONG -csccccee cissdcbontsersccccsscessescsocesoese 18 
Pe Ro ee Pee YT Ter TT. 86 
FRGRIOEE GT - CUD resets ccscecdesctcesycrvcodcccccscosecete 517 


Laborers Employed. 


Number of Ordained Mis-ionaries (7 bring Physi- 
GARD) * veeanescccdvccsccacesorocerevccessenscocesesoarsccsccesosecs 155 
Number of Physicians n t ordained..........seeeeeceeeeeeees 8 
Number of other Male Assistants............sscececeeeeeeees 3 
Nomber of Female Assistantst}..........scccccsscscseeccsecees 222 
Whole number of laborers sent from this country....... 388 
TPGORDOE OF NOtlVO Fcttinesiccesece casensessccdsesessscesccesss 124 
Number of Native Preachers and Ca'ecbists.........+.+ 283 
Number of School Teachers..........sccccccoccscscsceccceceee 477 
Number of other Native Helpers...........:eeesseceeeeeeeee 216 





1,10¢ 
Whcele number of laborers connected with the Mis- 


IE Ga bei ib it wet ndivet cov nedadeier dactwetdencesthaecevigesdinne, 1,148 
The Press. 

Pages printed, so far as reported. (Turkish Missions 

QIAIF) odacevn yes scnnsns cd eeyinsepmaeesssveconessedess. sengyscdes 7,477,800 

The Churches. 
Number of Churches ..0..cccscocccocsressscvsccsvcsscoccvoes cece 237 
Number of Church memb rs, so far as reported........-. 12 871 
Added during the year, so far as reported............-... 1,638 
Educational Department. 

Number of Training and Theolog‘cal Schools........... . ae 
Number of Pupi s in Training and Theological Schc ols 

SE UG LIOR 65 dd ive oes owecssdivsncisetacteetsccesis 365 
Number of Boarding Schools for Gir 8...........ssseeeeee 23 
Number of Pupils in Boarding Schools for Girls......... 772 
Number of Common Schools..........sseseeeeseeeeeseeeeeeeeee 577 
Number of P: pils in Common Schoold......ce.esseceeeesees 22,010 
Number of Adults under instruct On......... ceecseeeeseeeee 979 
Whole number of Pupils,.......0ssecesdorsersessseccssconceeee 24,256 


* Including thirteen still ‘supported at the Sandwich 
Ts!ar ds, 


+ Including fifteen at the Sandwich Islands. 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


>_> 


Shakespeare's Richard IT. Elited with notes by W. J 
Rolfe, AM New York: Harper & Brothers.—This i- 
another of the neat and compact hand-books of the 
English classics iseued by Mr, Rolfe, and it loses none 
of the excellence of plan ard execution which distin 
guished its predecessors, “ Richard II.” is c msidered to 
be the best of Shakespeare’s purely historical plays, anc 
the copious extracts from former critics which are given 
in the introduction show up vividly the contradictory 
elements in the na‘ure cf the king who forfeited his grea: 
rights by a weak use of them. Shakespeara is often 
cailed the “ poet of nature” by the sticklers for “‘ natura) 
goodners”’? This may be a pre-eminent distinction, but 
it by no means adequately describes Shakespeare’s teach- 
ing. Let any one who would m+ke Shakespeare merely 
a ‘child of nature” study this play—in which almos 
all the relations of human lifa are portrayed, in whic 
the central figure is a man endowed by God with rights 
which he abuses, and responsibilities which he does not 
discharge—and he will surely see that the poet was not 
distinguished more for his minute analysis of the secret 
epriogs of human action than for his understanding of 
the claims that the laws of God have upon us, by virtue 
of our very ciicomstances, Ianone of his plsys, so much 
as in this, is the fulf//ment ¢f duty made the one condi- 
tion of stability and seif-resp*ct, in none of them are th: 
terrible conse quences of a Jife made up of easy self-satis- 
faction and ‘‘ sins of omission ” so inexorably traced to 
their sources, That Shakespeare’s plays require notes 
for most readers it would be id.e to deny ; and the notes 
sppended ia this instance, though intended for school 
use, are full and discriminating enough to suit the wants 
of adalt readers. The notes and introduction together 
throw light, not only upon the text of the play itself, but 
upon a very interesting portion of Esglish histury,—the 
time when burghers and serfs first began to whisper the 
then strange refrain, 

When Adam delvéd and Eve span, 

Who was then the gentleman ? 
and when the L >llards first began to grow aweary of the 
shackles: f Romanism, The numerous pretty wood-cuts 
with which the volume is adorned lend it additional in- 





terest, (For sale by J, B, Lippincott & Oo.) 


The Two Deatinies. By Wilkie Oollins, New York: 
Harper & Bros,—J udgiog by this romance, the author of 
The Woman in White has abandoned his studies of 
the Eoglish marriage laws and lanacy system fér the airy 
but absorbing speculations which turned the brain of 
Robert Dile Owen. The story is deficient in what is 
called “ plot ;” but the author hes lost none of his lucidity 
of style and narrational power, while he is devoid of the 
sffectation and prolix\ty that characteriza some of his 
novels. Oae or two scenes are perfect idyls. (For sale 
by J. B. L ppincott & Ov.) 





E'liot Sicck, London, has jist published a memoir of 
Madame Feller, the pioneer missionary among the French 
Oanadians, written by J. M Cramp, D_D. 


The Christian Union annources a story written for its 
¢ lamns by the auth r of that very p pular little book, 
Helen’s Babies, attributed to the literary editor of that 
paper. 


A new edition is announced of Mr. Henry T. Will- 
iama’s attractive Pacific Tourist, which will contain one 
hundred additional pages devoted to the pleasure resorts 
of California, 


Bret Harte’s Gabriel C aroy appears in the Sep'en- 
b r Revue des Deux Mond:s, and will ba brought out in 
boc k form by a Paris publisher under the title of Nou- 
veaux Récits Californiens. 


Peloubet’s Laternational Sinday School Question 
B » ks for 1877 will soon be issued by Henry Hoyt. The 
same publisher has nearly resdy, also, two volames of 
stories illustrating the lessons for the year. 


Mr. L. H. Morgan, an American scholar, has pre- 
pared a v lame on Ancient 8 ciety, b-icg researches in 
“the line of human progress through savagery and barba- 
cism to civilization, which Heary Holt & Oo, will bring 
out during the fall. 


The Religicus Naws Azency, of Naw York, has issued 
the fist number of a monthly publicati m, entitled The 
Metropolitan Pulpit, and edited by the Rav. J. K Fuak. 
Its objsct is to give the themes, texts, and condensations 
f the leading sermons preached in New York and Brook- 
lyn each month. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


[All books recetved will be promptly noticed under this head. 
The interests Uf our readers will guids us in making fucther notice.) 


Peep of Day Lisriry. 6 vols. (Perp of Day; Sequel to Peep of 
Day: Kiogsof Isiael; Kiags of Judah; Captiviry of Jadah; 
Story of the Aposties.) J6mo Cloth. New York; Robert Car- 

od & Brothers, (For sale by the Presbyterian Board of Publica- 

on.) 


Fosty YEARS IN T#E TURKISH EMPIRE; or, Memoirs of William 
Goodell, D.D. By his sun-in-aw. E D G@ Prime DD. (Fourth 
edition ) 12mo0. pp 489 Cloth. New Y rk: Robert Carter & 
Brothers. (For sale by the tresbyirian Board of Publicatiun ) 


RoMAN History. The Early Empire By W W.Capes,A M With 
maps (Epochs of Ancient History) 1600. pp 240. Cloth, $1 00, 
New York: Scribner, Armstrong & Co. (Forsale by J. B. Lip- 
pineott & Co ) 


THE DocTRIN® OF ANNIHILATION IN THE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL OF 
Love BytheRey. J Baldwiu Brown 8vo. pp. 49. Paper, 25 
C.bts. Montreal: The Mil.ion Pub.ishing League. 


PasToR’s POCKET MANUAL; OB PEKP&TUAL PocKET RECORD. Ar- 
ranged by the Rev Sylvanus Siail. 18m0. pp 20) Morocco, 
$1.00. Albany: D R. Niver. Chicago: Fairbanks & Co. 


A Piece oF SILVER. By Josephine Pollad 18mo. pp. 180. Cloth, 
5:cents New York: The Natioual Temp rance and Publica- 
tion House. (For sale by Garrigues Brothers ) 


By Mrs. Lewis B Monroe. Illus- 
trated. ‘6mo0 pp 272. vloth $ 5). Bustou: Lock wuod, Brooks 
& Co (Forsale by Porter & Coa es ) 


TEN CENTS. By Mery Dwinel Chellis, 16mo. pp 3834. Cloth, $1.25, 
New York: The National Temperanceand Publication H uuse. 
(For sale by Garrigues Brothers)” 


SacREp MeLopies A colle tion of new sacred m sic. By J. W. 


Sl-ughe baupt. jémo pp. 25. Paper, 10 cents. Taneytown 
Md: Pubiisaed by the author, : ~ : 


Wuat Tommy Dip By Emily Huntingdon Miler. Illustrated, 
16m .pp 374 Cloth,$.25 Chicago: 8. U. Griggs & Co. (for 
sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


THE Encorg. A collection of secular and sacre4 music By L O; 


mers. Boards, 7>cents. Boston: Ou.iver D.tson & Co, (Fur 
sale by J. E. D ton & Co ) wie 


INCIMFNTS OF CHRISTIAN WORK. By the Rev. Henry P_ Thompson. 
ae. pp. 156. Civth. Suomerviile, N.J.: Press of Honeyman & 
Uwe, 


THE Rival Beavrirs. A Love Story. By Miss Julia Pardoe. 8yo. 
pp. 194 Paper, 75 cents, Philadelphia: T B. Peterson & Co, 


THE SCIENCE AND ArRTOF EpucaTION. By Joseph Payne. 16mo. pp, 
2 Clota. New York: E. Steiger. 


THE StorY OF OUR COUN: RY. 


Pamphieis, 


An Address on the Bible ard the Public Schools delivered in Far* 
welt Hall, Coi ago Sept 24.1876. By W liam W. Patton,DD Prige 
10 cents. Chicago: Lakeside Publishing aud Printi.g Company. 


Free Schools—Are They in Danger? If so, from what Sou-ces? 
A Speech of Hon Henry W. B air, of New Hampshire, ia the House 
of Ke prem ntatives, July 29, 1s76. 


Our Centennial: The Past, Present, and Future of the Sunday 
school Work. By Ruius W. Ulark,D D.,A bany, New York. 


Rerort of the Tenth Convention of the Connecticut Sunday-school 
Teachers’ Association, ueld as Winsted, June 6-8, 1376, a 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT 


AMERICAN MANUFACTURERS ABROAD. 
—The Japanese G.vernment intending 
to introduce music in its European 
Schools, their foreign experts have selected 
Geo, Woods & Co.’s Boston made Parlor 
Organs, over all American and Earopean 
instroments, as most thoroughly con- 
structed and likely to withstand the cli- 
mate. 








EVERYBODY ought to have a Ooncord- 
ance,—a large one, if they can afford it,— 
if not, then the emell, cheap one by the 
American Tract Scciety, with one or more 
references to every verse in the Bible, ex- 
cept the lists of names, It costs 75 cents 
postage, 6 cents. Send to 1512 Onestnut 
Street, Poiladelphia. H.N. Thissell, Dis- 
trict Secretary. 





As cold weather approaches, trade with 
the far dealers becomes lively. Those 
who can satisfy purchasers on two p ‘ints, 
namely, quality and price, are sure to 
do the] rest business. Ia this class are 
James R isky’s Sons, who advertire in 
another columa. A call at their store will 
prove that they can do as well as they 
claim. 





To SourHERN AND WESTERN TRAVEL- 
EBS to the Centennial, who intend visiti g 
New York, willf find the Grand Uu.ion 
H otel, of posite the Grand Central Depot, 
one of the best hotels in New York t 
stop at. It isso near the depot that the 
traveler is spared all annoyance and ex 
pense ‘ f carriage, baggage, and express ige 
hire, while its location is such that street 
car and stege lines radiate from this point 
to all parts of the city. It has elegantly 
farnished rooms, has all the latest im- 
provements, and is run on the E iropean 
plan. Travelers visiting Naw Y »k or on 
their way to or from the CENTENNIAL 
will fiad this hotel par excellence ia every 
respect, It is under the management of 
W. D GaRRIsoON, and has become one o/ 
the most popular hotels in the city of New 
York, 








SPECIAL NOTICES, 





ImPoRTANT TO PERSONS VISITING New YORK Oz 


CENTENNIAL.—Grand Union Hotel By we 
Grand Central t. Baggage taken to and from 
this t to H fh elegant Ele 


rooms. 
vator. Restanrant, supplied with 
best. lee cede moderate. Care and Pr 


pase 
this Hotel forall para of the ety, and to . 
phia Depot for Centennial 








LAID OKESS GOO? RK, 8, 12 to 20 cents. 

Fire Block Alpaca snd M hair 214. 25 to 50c. 
Black Cashme ex, * % Tue. t $\ 31.d ub'e width. 
Plain new shades Diagonal Die 8 Goods, 22te2¢ 
Heavy double wioth Tab e Linens, 50c. ; wo'th 75¢ 
Ranarupt st. k L dies’ Meriay Vests, 2), d0e , $1. 
B-nkrupt stock M-n’s M. ri: 0 Shirts. 20 to 75c. 
Baurrupt stock « hildren’s Shirts. 22,31 to 5ve, 
Bankr: pt stock Ladies’ Hose, 6, 1214 .5 t» 75e. 
Bankrup stock Chi:dren'’s Hosa, 6 1), 25 tu 5Je. 
Carvius! Navy R'ue ard B.wn Ho e. 
Cnildren’s Rexdy m de Flanne! Svirts 25 to 75a, 
Meus and L- dies Gloves, 4 v4 25 ¢ 
Ivory aud Black Rubber B tto: s. 6 tu 12/4 g+ dozen, 
Pearl shirt Butwwns, 8c.,and Cr chet le d zen. 

OW4AN EVaAPS’ . heap store, 


128 N. 8th Street door below Cherry. 


BAKGAINS! BARGAINS ! 


FURS 


ESTABLISHED 1826. 
the Old bstablished Firm of 


James Reisky’s Sons, 


136 N. 8TH ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA., 
Offer tae finest Furs of all sty.es, in sts. or in 
separated pi asf equired, at tne most reasonab e 
rates thascaate had in Pailadelphia. The finer 
Furs being a speciaitv, such as 


SEAL-SKIN CAPES AXD SACKS. 


Sati-faction guarauteed to every purch«s r You 
will fiud it des rable to vail and examine befure 
buying elsewhere. 


SECOND-HAND CHURCH ORGANS. 


No.75 ‘Iwo “anaal s. 42 stops. 51,500. 
No. 80. Bwo Manaales 28 -tops, 1 200 
*me Manuate, 17 stops, 1,000 
No. 84. GmeManuale, Sstops, 400 
One Manusle. S sto: s, 
Iwo Manual-s,15 tops, 
Termseasy. For particulars apply to 


E. & G, G. HOOK & HASTINGS, Boston. 

















CUT THIS OUT. 


The special offer 


to send THE SUNDAY 


ScHooL Times to any new subscriber for 
three months for twenty-five cents, postage 


free, still holds good. 
If you value THE 

cut this notice out, and 

is not a subscriber ? 


TIMES, will you not 
send it to a friend who 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnut somite t. Phils delphia. 








The President of the BRYANT & STRATTON BUSINESS COLL EGE, Philadelphia, has 
made urrangements so that parties desiring to attend this Institution during the progress uF 


UNITED STATES CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION 


can secure good board at the present low rates, It will take at least a month to thoroughly examine the numerous 
objects of interest from all parts of the world, and this can easily be done afternoons and on Saturdays, with- 


ont interfering with the regular course of stndy. 
valuabl le general information will ever again be presented, 


No such opportunity for Range X . business education and 


For full particulars, addre 


J. EK. SOULR, President, 108 South Tenth “Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











CONFECTIONERY. | 


Stephen F. Whitman 
& Son, 


CHOCOLATE 


* AND 


CONFECTIONS, 


The Finest manufactured in AMERICA, 








FOR FAMILY USE AND FOR PRESENTS. 


S.W. Cor. 12th and Market Sts., 


PHILADELPHIA. 
Branch manufactory, MACHINERY HALL, Ex- 
position Grounds, AMERICAN DEPARTME 








/d. L. PAGE'S / 


No Color or 
other objec: 
tionable 














SPECIALTIES 


MADE FRESH 
DAILY. 


i 





Arch St., 
Phila , Pa. 
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EVERLASTING STOCKING SUPPORTERS. 
Samples by Mallon Recei_t of Price. 
DOVE MANUFACTURING CO., 
6 Wooster St, Seow York. 





Fach "ouse 
caught resets the 
trap. S»myle by 
mak, ears. 


y-R. E Dittz 
~ Patentee, 54'& 66 
Fulton street, N.Y. 


ATCHEMALIVE ~ 











NEW PUBLIC*TIONS, 


ARTHUR'S 


| Illustrated Home Magazine. 


Year after year —— —_———— to a, in its pecu- 
the Home Maga-| Par laracter and 


zine continues to} ir 2a epart- 
gain in favor with| ments, mo 
the peo ee \t h pos 

ing rank fooranc, 
best veriodicalsof | entifie 
the day, it tusl- ‘with the_peos 
plein ‘their common n life and social interests, than any 


other magazine of its class, 
Terms, $2.50 a year: 3 copies #6.00. For $12.00, six 
copies and one extra to club getter. Specimen nu mber 


10 cents. 
For 20 subscri- 


GREAT PRE rs at club 
rates, we give ee a copy of ae “ 
National Pictu 7 
Ter Niates, elegant ram VY 
Falnat and Gi ing. = valuable 
— no “¢7 wo = borioers at abe rates. 
me Magazin: Tr 82: ews Dea. 
¥ ears. ARTHUR & SON, Philadelphia 


“UNION IN CHRIST.’ 


Ga, The UNivuN M'‘8S/ON- 














a- YS. ARGV: f New York 

T HR EE City, lately inco:porated. fur- 
ni-hes Evaugeiis 8t»-ho dU ion 

MONTHS Revival Meeti: gs, as ‘he Lord 


vpeuk fields and supplies meas, 
They pubish an ¢xce lent 
FREE. Union, Une en minstivus!. Li- 
ius'rated Mo thly, called UNION 
in CaRiST, editeu by abe cler 
gymeu of diffureot den mi ations. Terms: 50 
ce .ts a year, only 30 cents to winist r8 oO anyoe 
who wil. sulicit suvrcriptons. Semt m trinl 
three Mourns fice with best -erme to 
Agents, orsampl copy free Addr ss ‘he Secre- 
tay, Rev =. A KING, P.©& Box, 2259, 37 
rare« Row, New Yurk 


REDUCTION IN PRICES! 


MUSIC BOOKS. 


The sub cribers c+l] at+ntion to an important 
——— in the pric.s of the following pr. minent 
bvoks, viz: 


Richardson’s New Method for Piano. 
Kedu edtuv * $8 25 
Clarke’s New Method for Ke. d Or- 





gans By Wm H ‘' larke. *2 50 
Emersou’s New Method for Reed 

wrgan. By L O Emerson. *2 50 
Clarke's New Method for Piano- 

forte. Fy H gh A. Clarke. *3 2 
ilarke's Improved sSchveol for 

rarlorourgaa. By HugbA.Ciarke *2 50 
Root's Schooi for Cabinet Organ. 

By Geo F Root *2 50 


*Increused reduction to Musie Teachers and Dea ers 

“ Richardson,” the first and f rem: st of re 
tion Boc ks as tv sales, attractive, thorough, aud 
consider d by many to be we perfeciion o a 

*Metuod.” will at the new price (#nited to th 
times) doubtl. ssi crease its larg. circulat.on. 

The other books me: tienea are well kuown 88 
being of the best and are very extensively u ed by 
ac. read pupils 

Either bo k mai ¢d. post free for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston 


Cc. H. Ditson & Co.,| J. E. Ditsou & ¢ o., 
7.1 avegmenes Successo 8 to Lee & Wuker, 
New York. Philadelphia. 


—— 


A Doll’s Fair! 


20 SPLENDID PRIZES. 


Twenty Prizes for the best dre+ed Dolls, best 
made Toys Boys, icis,addr ss D | othr p & Co, 
Boson, Mass, e Clo~ng JEN Cents ‘or Ocioder 
“ Wide Awake,” which contai s ru’es and prize 
ist. AU Dolls and T.y8 oisuri utd am song the 
Chi dieu’s Ho«pi als Christmas mormny. 


SIND TEN CENTS to L. A. Euitot & Co, Fine 
Art Dea ers, Bo‘ton, for “Tne Beautiful H “me,” 
ty Hinws, and List of more than 2suu Engravings, 




















STOVE POLISH. 





“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORLD.” 





IN 
STOVE POLISH 


KDUCATIONAL. 


GROVE HALL, 


Miss Montfort’s Schowl for 


YOUNG LADIES AND CHILDREN, 


NEW HAVEN, ‘ ONN. 


and COLLEG i A 7 E INS Ti LUTE 
Fort Plain, Montgomery Co., N. Y. 
Offers a gevial hom t. pi p is of boch sexes, 
Se.ect, thor ugi,, successfu 
We ex ect 80: 0-48 Only ay Servers It. 
Fali Term begi: 8 & ptem 
For particular- send f r bore 
REV A MATTIC 








ne, and address 
AM. Pi cipal, 


TEACEERS W ANTED fat for  Muteal, lube due- 
tious’ dress the AMER. SCHOOL UNION, 787 
tend: ie eee Sbuished 1857. 





WANTED IMMEDIATELY 


young Men aad Women to learn Book-keeping, Penman- 
», how to do Business, etc., etc., to fill positions at ¢800 to 
ship. ayear. Send stamp to Cobb's College, Painesville, O. 








JAPANKSE GUUDS AT JAPANEDE 
3) x. HEADQUARTERS, 


50 per cent. less than Centen- 
nial prices, Call and be convinced 1342 Chestnut. 


Boss Printing Press. 


The neatest press made; adjustable gauge w!th 
ink tabie and roiier. Warren ed to sive perfect 
satisf, ction ;sent to avy addre sv. receipto $ 50, 
Send 10 cents for our ba: d-cme iuustrated cata- 
icg e of Revolvers. Boxing G.oves, Skates, aud 
Sporting Goods Addres 

Wands nS & (ROHKETT, 
9. Duane Sireet, N. ¥. 


PRESTON, KEAN & 00, 
BANKERS. 


Also deal in Towns, (ounty. City and 
schovl Bonds a. d eather Lavestment 
et curities. 


100 WASHISGION STf., Chicago, 

















REMOVAL—.50 PIANOS & ORGANS 


athalf price, The ubscribers will sell 
their ¢ vtire Stock of Pianesandsrgans, 
new and second baud, of six first-class 
makers 3 sheet wnsicand Sunday-school 
music books, al 50 PEK CENT, OFF, 
for cash, previeus fo removal to their 
newsto:e, 40 EAS: (4 hetreet, ( NION 
“QU Re,t ctoberI8th. Jinstrated cat« 
alogues Maiied. Mouthly Loscailments 
received Agents Wavted. pecial ine 
ducements fo the trade. Hit XK ACH 
WAtKus & S. NS, Manufscturers and 
Wealers, 481 Broadway, New York. 


B, T. aa BABY SOAP, 


DE MAR Only the purest 


















PA] ficlal and d ecp- 
Poa tive odors to cov- 


grecicuts. Un- 
RIVALLED FoR 
5 |THE TOILET AND 
THE BATU. Usod 

in bathing children, will prevent eruptions, keep t! 
soft and smooth, contribute to health, and preve 
Does away with all powders, chalk or other emoli 
tain preventive ef chafing itching, &c.,in babics, the 
of half the cryin: and crossness of bahyhood. ' 
times its cost to every mother and family im Christ 

packed in boxes of 12 cakes of 6 ozs. each, and it 
any addre — receipt of $2.50. @9 For Sale by all Drur ‘iota. 
Addre B. T. Mabbitt, New York City. { 





CORWIN’S “ ZEPHYR” IND/IARUSBER GARMENTS. 
This new articly is free from any 
disa,xreeable od .r bavdsome a. rilk, 
5 ounc.s lighter than any + ther 
makes. Tuey supersede al! oth: rs, 
wili never stck or peel «ff Rub- 
bered .n both sides t. preserve the 
Clotu, No pers n shou de without 
suco a Ww ter proof; be pure the name 
isonthebsnt 8 nd .r/ ireulsr, 
CoRWINS Z PHY" RUBBER TRAV- 
ELING AND TukM HAT the Very : est 
ev riutro tucea for iighwess dura- 
bility and nay ig in she pe, weighs 
4 ounces. Proce $’.5) Trde, discount. Manu- 
cured by JOHN M, CORWIN, 57 LaFayette Ave- 
nue, Brooklyn, N, ¥, 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. ) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
From 1 to 14 Copies, - - - $2.15 each, 
“ 15 to 29 ad 190 “« 
20 Copies and upwards, - 1.66 “ 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, 1.65 each. 
(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 





Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
@ year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as fret formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such ad- 
ditional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered. The new sub- 
ecribers to pay pro rata for the time of their sub- 
scriptions, 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed, shou):! be careful to name notonly 
the post office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should include both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THE Trxzs to 
their friends can have rpecimen copies sent free 
from this office to any audress, 


Now that the date of expiration is plainly printed 
on the yellow address label of each paper or pack- 
age of papers, it will be necessary for all subsori- 
bers to renew promptly by the time thus designated 
or their paper will be discontinued. 





THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access, It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
ita price only to subscribers of THR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times who are past rs or superintendents, and who, 
when ordering it, state that they are such, 


If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of Toa 
Times, desires the help of Tas SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Paprr for any member of his school—for example, 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the Pargr accordingly 
to his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra papers go only to 
subscribers of THs TImzs. 


Orders for this Pargr can be filled only when 
coming direct from superintendents or pastors who 
are subscribers of Tus Timms, 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, - © @g@ 60 
100 | ** one year, a 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate, 





THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three months, - - 8 6.25 
100 “« omeyear,- + + = 25.00 

Less than 100 copies at same rates. 





GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadel- 
phia, to John Wanamaker, as fullows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent’s Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 
The Scholar's Quarterly, one year, 1s. 64, 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 


610 CHESTNUT ST, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





The New Yorx Orrice is at the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 304 Fourth Avenue, Y, 


, Building. 
=e 7 BP, Wate, Agent, 


AGENTS WANTED. 


REE! iivis 


EASILY AVERAGE 
$70 PER WEF KR. 


Address W. P. Ray & Co., Chicago. 








ate Immense Discoveries by STAN- 
W-EY acd others sre just added to the only complete 





One o1 the most attractive, fascinating, rich y tilas- 
trated, and instructive vo umes ever imued. De 
mand tb wonderful. Age ta wen «ed on eztra terms. 
Sena to HUBBARD BRKOB., Puclishers, 723 Sanso a 
&., Phi edelphia. 


VISITING CARDS. 





y} 5 FANCY VISITING CARDS, white or mixed 
colors, by return mail, only 10 cents, FICK- 
ARD & CO., Bethiehem, Penn. 


9 5 FANCY CARDS—Alil ne name, 10 
ceats, postpaid. J. B. HUSTED, Nassau, N. Y, 


40 Winely printed Visiting Cards for 10 cts. 
a. . Bear, ereen brook, g. Y. 











§0 rosraasten, 60 Matet crt, 8.” 106, 








AGENTS! Sh. 2xmeeurg tot Wee 10 BIMP- 
), SON & sMITH, New York City. 


A E | Greatest Gffer of the Sea- 
som. Eight $lu Chromos given 
away with Home Guest, including Hoover's Peer- 
leas American Fruit, 24% feet long, Lake Lucerve, 
Virgin Vesta, etc. Mounted outfit, sour Chromos, 
$8.00; eight Chromos, $50 J. LATHAM & CO, 
No. 419 Washington Street Boston. 


WE PAY THE BEST OOMMISSIONS. 

Do net engage on other b ks before 
sending for our circulars and terms. INGRAM & 
SMITH, Publishers, 731 Walnut Street. 


NO MORK HARD TIMES. ~*<:2.° 


Male or Female, to eeil the Lae 
LUSTRATED LORD S PRAYER. a real 
work of art. No daub. Sells itself. Agents are 
from $5.00 to $15.00 per day. If you want 
p oof, I can furnish it. Send $1.00 and get the two 
sizes, with circu): re, terms, etc. Address REV. 8. 
T. BUCK, Williamsport, Pa. Box 2512. 


$50 to $200 A MONTH FOR AGENTS. 
} UNI VERSAL HISTORY. 


, makes this book sell 
books in one, beautifully 


iw uick s.les, extra terms. 

Send for circular. J.C. MoUURDY & CO, Philada. 

60 A W K Male orfemale. Nocapital. 

We give Steady work that 

wii bring you $40 « month at home day or ev’g. 
Inventors Union, 178 Greenwicn S8t., New York. 


$45 e $ a Week to ts. BAMPLES FREE 
P. O. VICKERY. Augusta, Maine 

AGENTS WANTED. NEW NOVELTIES 

just out, \pilcanes free. i. om Novelty Com- 

pany. 290 PEAKL STREET, N, Y. 

AGENTS FIND raat rus FULL HISTORY or ru2 


Wonder MOODY & SANKEY 
in Great Britain and America is a success . 


























gw bet ey’s Ad cot, and evervinnng 
sngavings, Price Alizee uBGooberanp 


$200 amonth Outfit worth $! free to agents. Bx- 
celsior Mf’g Co., 151 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 


$10, 00 tates nema sc Ou 


ples, ts. 
& OO., 119 Nassau St., New York City 


BOOK AGENTS! 's2esez.reme icy nae 
is the time to secure territ Joe 











Twi Dr. Fish others. Now 
secure territory. Catal sent free 


e time 
Address AM.PUB.CO., Hartford,Ct.,Chicago, or Cinn 





AGENTS WANTED for the New Historical Work, OUR 


WESTERN BORDER, 


1o BARS AGO. . 
Its thrilling conflicts of Red and White foes. Excitin, 
Adventures, Captivities, rorays, Scouts, Pioneer women an 
boys Indian war-paths, Camp life, and Sports.—A book for 
Old and Young. Notadull page. No competition Enormous 
sales. Agents wanted everywhere. Illustrated ciroulars free, 
3.0, McCURDY & CO., 265. Seventh St., Philadelphia, Pa.; 





= = = 


| _ oe 
RO Re UT 
BRYANT S. PAT. SLATER 
5 RUBBER, 2 
i WHICH FRASES ALL PEWCIL | 
B MARKS WITHOUT WETTING 
'-< THE SLATE OR 


JSOILING THE FINGERS 


(VNE DOZEN SENT FREE | 
| of 20 CENTS. 
AGENT? 
Ds VE. Et 
a VHT dyan fy ascent 1 
120 NORTH QT oT, AMUrN RS 


RPMWANLADELPAH/A. 

















MOV 


. oe ANS 
SY PPLIED AFA J 
~""" RADDRE 











—The choicest in the worid—Im 


rices— Largest Com y in America— 
J EI S,_ price eases prcoten we man Regi continu- 
ally increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—Best 





inducements— Don't waste time—Send for ciroular 
to ROB’T WELLS, 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P.O, Box 1287, 


CAN'T BE BEAT, Ztcrem caras 
d 
. 
Wh no AN ae your nsme on them all, for 10 
cts.and stamp. A large Rm foley list 
of all styles with order, or paper an nape. for 8 
ct stamp. G.B Ullman & Co., 12 Winter St., Boston, 
Beautiful V Cards, no two alike 
25 cts. 5 ih, S names, $1. 50 
white ones, 15 ets. These are printed 
by a new enabling me to fur- 
alah os ce as you ever saw, at 
prices never known No nicer 

work in the world at oy priee. 
Ad W. C. CANNON, Boston, Mass. 
At Cannon’s Wholesale Card House, 712 Washing- 
ton Boston, can be found the largest variety 
and choicest styles of type and cards in the world ; 
and for promptness in filling o and satisfac- 
tory work his establishment is unrivalled. Send 
him an order now, before you a *. All your 
neighbors will want a pack of cards when 

they see yours. 
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SAFES. 











FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE CO. 


721 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 
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INSUNRANCK, 


Nev BRA 
LIFE INSUSRA*YOE COMPANY 
Of 1876, 

514 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa., 
Parnishen the Chpspen.cnd fetes Insurance ever 
Insurance can be offered directly with the Home 

Office by mail. Seud 0 office for culara, 


Hon JAMES POLLOCK, President. 
THORNTON CONROW, Treas. H.O SPROGLE, Sec’y. 


THE PENN MUTUAL 


LIFE INSURANCE CO., OF PHILADELPHIA, 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $6,504,329.24. 

The Penn is a purely Mutual Company. All of its 
surplus premiums aie peturned @ tho mabe 
pow FA thus furnishing insurance at the lowest 
value. Endowment policies ed at life rates. 
Agents Wanted. Appl H. 8. STEPHENS, Vice- 
President, 921 Che: St., Philadelphia. 











Bi, ORE FY ABCUY see et ierarere 


which is purely mutual. Assessments only col- 





“ions, No, 261 South FourTs SrTReEer, 
W. L. CARTER—625 Wainut Street. 
FIBRE AND LIFE INSURANCH 
IN ANY AMOUNT. 
ALL INQUIRIES BY Mall PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO, 


1825. 1876. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INOORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000,00, - = Assets, $1,559,858,76, 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 

WM. G CROWELL, Secretary. 
MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior guaitey of Bells. 
a attention given to CHUR BELLS, 
Tilustrated Catalogues sent free. 


HAYES, COULTER & CO., 


Heaters, Ranges, and Grates, 
of the latest improvements, and 
MARSLEIZED SLATE MANTELS 


lected as occur. This Com has now 
over 1600 certificates of good standing in force, 
Send to Home Office for rate cards and applica- 

















of the richest designs. Send for catalogue, 
1305 Chestnut Street, Phila. 





WORTH REPEATING. 


ONE DUTY OF MINISTERS. 
[From The Independent.) 
Ww: were looking over, the other day. 
the records of a country town, and 
we were struck with the opportunities 
which have fallen into the hands of not a 
few ministers, In this town, for year after 
year, the cl en composed the school 
committee, One served eighteen years, 
another fifteen, and others for a less period. 
The schools of every district or grade were 
faithfully visited by them and each boy or 
lim the town came under their eyes. 
@ ministers are still the school commit- 
tee-men to a large extent, though not so 
exclusively so as in the days when this 
service was done gratuitously. They are 
by general consent the educated men, the 
achoiars of their committees, and the most 
suitable men to direct the education of the 
pple, 

Bat, whether or not elected as guar- 
dians of the publie schools, our ministers, 
as mem of that one profession which 
persists in the honorable conservatism of 
requiring of its members a liberal educa- 
tion, owe it to that scholarly culture of 
which they are representatives that it 
shall be conserved and propsgated. It is 
the ree of so-called scholarship that 
it so ofven is mediocre and atupid, simply 
because the boys sent to college have not 
the brains that reepond to the culture ex- 
pended on them, It is a prime duty of 
our clergy, as representatives of education, 
to search out in the public schools every 
quick, active, and industrious mind, and 
vy personal influence with the child and 
its parents, see 4 it that a = girls of 
promise secure the traini which 
will be benefited. we os 

There are little towns in New Eogland 
that are remarkable for the number of 
scholars and influential men that they 
have given to the world. This has not 
been by mere accident, but by the per- 
sonal inflaence of some minister, gener- 
ally, who has taught his people to take a 
pride in giving their sons the education 
which they failed themselves to receive. 
Thus, it is not merely the great educator 
whom the world has to for its schol- 
ars; but not lees the country minister or 


mers’ or 
will be father to a man and gives him 
opportunity and impulse to become one. 
here is scarce any town so small but what 
phy Bod ae A — 
of very bright parts, who will, if the op- 
portunity is granted them, take a high 
rank as scholars, or in the professions, or 
in a large business ; but who, if left to the 
uninstructed will of their parents, become 
only successful farmers or foremen in a 
manufactory, and whose highest distino- 
tion will be to represent their town one 
winter in the sate legislature, Oar 
learned professions are so crowded with 
ordinary men—men whose abilities are 
not above the average of their clients or 
patients or parishiuners—that no better 
service can be done by the man who 
would keep their standard high than to 
provide the men who shall make worthy 
recruits, 





A CIGAR SCIENTIFICALLY 
DISSECTED. 
[From Seientific American.) 


A POLITE visitor, who, during his'in- 
te:view with us, had rendered our 
sanctum redolent with the fumes of a 
fragrant Havana, has just left a cigar on 
our table with the laughing request that 
we smcke it. Despite the fact that it is 
an exceptionally fine cigar, we are unable 
to gratify our friend’s desire, seeing that 
we don’t smoke; but the thought occurs 
that we can show our appreciation of the 
gift by applying the light, not of a match 
bat of science, to it, and thus giving our 
friend and his brother smokers something 
to ponder over next time “the blae up- 
curling smoke” leads them to reverie. 
Tothe world in general a cigar is merely 
a tightly rolled packet having brittle 
ments of dry leaves within, and a smoo 
silky leaf for its outer wrapper. When it 
is burnt, and the pleasantly flavored smoke 
inhaled, the habitual smoker claims for it 
a socthing luxury that quiets the irritabl 
nervous organism, relieves weariness, an 
entices repose. Science, scouting so 
superficial a description, exdmines first 
the smoke, second leaf, third the ash, 


In the smoke is discovered water in vapor- 
ous state, soot (free carbon), carbonic acid 
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and carbonic oxide, and a vaporous sub- 
stance condensable into oily nicotine. 
These are the general divisions, which 
Vohl and Ealenberg have still further 
split up; acd in so doing have found 
acetic, formic, butyric, valeric, and pro- 
pionic acids, prussic acid, creosote, and 
carbolic acid, ammonia, sulphurretted hy- 
drogen, pyridine, viridine, picoline, luti- 
dine, coliodine, parvodine, coridine, and 
rubidere. The last are a ‘series of oily 
basis belorgirg to the homologues of ani- 
line, first discovered in coal tar. Apply- 
ing chemical tests to the leaves, other 
chemists, have found nicotia, tobacco cam- 
phor or nicotianine (about which not 
much /s known), a bitter extractive mat- 
ter, gum, chloropby!!, malate of lime, sun- 
dry ailbuminoids, matic acid, woody fiber, 
and various salts. The feathery white ash, 
which in its cohesion and whiteness is in- 
dicative of the good cigar, yields potash, 
acda, mz gsesis, lime, phosphoric acid, sul- 
phasic acid, silica, and chlorine, Oar 
friend has kiod'y left us a fiae cigar; had 
it been a poor and cheap one, the ingredi- 
ents we should extract would be fearful 
avd wonderful to contempiate. Here is 
the list from an English parliamentary re- 
port on adalterations in tobacco. Sugar, 
alum, lime, flour or meal, rhubarb leaves, 
saltpeter, tuller’s earth, starch, malt com- 
mings, chromate of lead, peat moses, mo- 
lasses, burduck Jeaves, common salt, en- 
dive leaves; lampbiack, gum, red dye, a 
black dye composed of vegetabie red, iron, 
and lig .orice, scraps of new: p per, Cinna- 
mon siick, cabbage leaves, and straw 
brown paper. 

Reteraipg now to the smoke, or rathez 
its ingredients, Dr, B. W. Richardson, in 
bis D.seases of Modern Life, considers the 
effect of the same on the body at consider- 
abie length, basin g his conclusions on 
actual invertigation. He tells us that 
water, of course, is harmless; free carbon 
acts mechanically as an irritant, and tends 
to discolor the secretions and the teeth, 
Ammonia bites the tongue, exercises a 
solvent in fluence on the biood, excites the 
salivary giands, and thus causes a desire 
to drink whiie smoking. The tendency 
of carbonic acid is to produce sleepiness, 
headache, and lassitude, When a cigar 
is smoked badly, that is, when the com- 
bustiun of the tobacco is slow and incom- 
plete, carbonic oxide is prudaced in smail 
quantities, and is an aciive pvisonipg 
agent, resulting in irre guiar motion of the 
heart, vomiting, convuisions éf the mus- 
cles, and drowsiness, The nicotine tends 
to cause tremor, palpitarion of the heart, 
and paralysis. Ine volatile empyreumatic 
substance produces a sense of oppression 
and taints the breath and surroundings of 
the smoker with the well known “stale 
tebacco’sm: ke” smeil. Tue biter extrac. 
causes that sharp natiseuus taste peculiar 
to a re-lighted cigar ur an old pipe. 

By trying the effect of tobbacco smoke 
on lower animais, we can obiain an idea 
of its influence on ourselves. Smail in- 
sects are stupeficd rapidiy, bat recover in 
fresh air, Ovid-bivoced auimals succumb 
slowly to the smoke, birds rapidly, Sume 
animais, such as the guat, can eat tobacey 
with impunity; but none ecape the 
eff.cts of the fumes, Persuns suifer most 
frum tobaccy while learning wo smoke. 
Dr Ricnarcson says that the spasmodic 
seizures are sumetimes terrible, especially 
ia buys. There is a sensation of immi- 
nent death, the heart nearly ceases to 
beat, and sharp pains shoot through the 
chest, Examination of inferior animals 
under suca cunditioxs shuws that ‘the 
brain is pale and empty of biood; tLe 
stommach reddened in round spots, so 
raind and piie-like that they resemble 
patenes of U.recht velvet.” The bloud is 
pretraatusaily fluid, the langs are as 
pale as those of a dead calf, and che heart 
is feebly trembliog : such is the primary 
action of one’s ficss cigar, 

After a time, however, the body be- 
comes accustumed to the 1: fluecces of the 
poison; and with the exception of con- 
stant functional distu:bances (owing to 
the excretory organs, notably the kidoeys, 

compeiled to do work not essential 
to their duties), no distressing resuits are 
felt, There are numerous instances where 
the evil «ffscts are scarcely appreciabie, 
the physical and nervous constitution of 
the smoker being capable of resisting the 
inflaesce. In many cases copious salva- 
tion attends smoking, and in this circum- 
stance the Opponents of tobacco have 
found & strong argument, § iil, either to 
expectorate or not to do 80, is a choice of 
two evils, Inthe latter case, the resuit is 
to swallow the saliva charged with poiso- 
nous matter; in the former, the saliva 
needed to prepare food for digestion is 





lost, and besides, as it contains salts of 
lime in solution, the effect is to produce 
Jarge formations of tartar on the teeth. 
“ Smoker’s sore throat” is a special irrita- 
ang ion of = ae: Cah chen Geapgeata 

y cigar sm _w scon ppears 
when the habit is broken off. 

Tobacco smoke does not produce con- 
sumption or bronchitis, but it tends to 
aggravate both maladies. Its effects on 
the organs of sense is to csu-e, in the ex- 
treme degree, dilation of the pupils of the 
eye, confusion of vision, bright lines, 
luminous or cobweb _ s, and long re- 
tention of images on the retina, with other 
and analogous symptoms affecting the ear, 
namely, inability to define sounds clearly 
and the occurrence of a sharp rip 
sound like that of a whistle or a bell. Its 
effects on the brain is to impair the activity 
of that organ and to oppr-#s it if it be dual 
nourished, but to sooth it if it be exhausted. 
It leads to para'ysis ia the volitional and 
in the sympathetic or organic nerves, and 
to over-secretion from the glandular 
structures, Science was not wise enough 
to prepare so formidable an indictmert of 
the nicotian weed as the above in King 
James’ time, else that monarch might nave 
had better ground than his personal dis- 
liks for stigmatizing the habit of smokin 
as a “‘custom loathsome to the eye, hate 
to the nose, harmfal to the brain, danger- 


ous to the lungs, and in the black stinking | in 


fume thereof, nearest resembling the hor- 
rible 8 igian smoke of the pit that is bot- 
tomless.’ 

And yet, despite all that Science can say, 
the habit is increasing. Two centuries 
ago the Tarks regarded smoking as a re- 
ligious offense, and paraded a smoker 


through the streets cf Constantinople with |- 


his pipe stuck through his nose as a warn- 
ing to others. Who can disconnect the 
Turk now from the ideas of chibouque or 
nargileh, or fragrant Latakia? Look at 
the best cigar wrappers the world can 
produce, raised on t.bacco fields in the 
heart ot New England, where the Paritan 
fathers once visited the direst of biue-law 
vengeance on the wretch who profaned 
His Maker’s handiwork by “making a 
chimney of his nostrils.’ Tne value of our 
tohace crop last year reached nearly $30,- 
000 000. Weconsume annually some 75 - 
0U0 negsheads of the leaf; we imported 
about 83,000 bales of cigars, etc., from Oaba 
in 1875. 

Woatis the end of itall? Effects 
individuals likewise affect comm: 
these Fae ite mene _ nation. No 
person that smokes can health, 
and an imperfect organism pre repro- 
duce a perfect one. Therefore it is logical 
to conclude that, were + mokiog the praciice 
of every individual of a nation, then that 
people would degenerate into a physically 
inferior race, It would follow, moreover, 
that, in those countries where smoki: g is 
most practised, a lower paysical, ana a 
cons quently lower intelleciual, develo 
aent must be found. Sach, we think, w 
ba c ceded to be true of Spain, of Cuba 
of Portugal, of Ta: key, of Greece, and of 
the 8. usa American countries, where those 
who are addicted to the habit vastly out- 
number those who do not smoke, 
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Gr Vines, Mt 
ape Se cach} dos. 
Concord, Ives, Hartford, Catawba, Iona, . | .10¢ 
J ; Nos. 1 r 19, « 25 


$1.00 
delaware, Salem, Rogers, Nos. 1, 3, 9, 19 2. 











Croton, Talman or Champion, , , 40 
(red), Elvira and Lady (white), ee ae 








os, Small Fruits, eto. WHOLESALE RATES VERY 
Stamp for Price and Descriptive List. 
, mY HUBBARL : Fredonia, N.Y. 
FOR INVENTIONS, 
A TRAD E-MARKS, 

OOP YRIGH Ts, &c. 
procured with prom ptness and on reasonable terms. 

JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
110 FourtH 8r., below Chestnut. 
#@- Call or send for Book of Instruction.-ea 


A. J. WEIDENER, 


DEALER IN 
LAMPS, CHANDELIERS, GLASSWARE, SILVER- 
PLATED WARE AND BRONZES, 


36 S. Second St., and 27 Strawberry St., Philada. 


Location at Centennial Exhibition, N 47, center of 
Main Buiiding. 


THOMAS DEPUY, 


CARPET DEALER, 


37 South Second Street, 
Above Chestnut, East side, PHILADELPHIA. 
LOWEST CASH PRICES. 


N, B.—J. Stewart , ls not at 253 8. Second, 
but é wi Depuy, 











EDUCATIONAE. 





ISS ANNA ©. BRACKET and MISS 

No. 9 West Thirtentnh Shack ew York Ct 
oO. be 

will re-open pm oy Se and Day School for Gina 

on October 8, 1876. 


Gi hort ot Ketone Min EMILY NELSON. 
LASSELL SEMINARY 


FOR YOUNG WOMEN, 


Auburndale, (near Boston,) Mass. Delightfal home. 
Special care of heal and 
‘Address, CnAS 6. GDON, Principal. 


Scheel ie Golaniealiy 











U 
and 


poorting end, Day ! 
ging tages of both city and country. Qa + 


the Principal, Mrs.J.A. 


CLASSICAL INSTITUTE, 

Ne. 247 South Thirteenth Street. 

Duties resumed Septem iL. 

The undersigned invites the atten ion of ts 
to the extensive improvements made d the 
vacation, and aily to the change of entrance 
from Dean to mth Street. For circulars ad- 
dress the Princi J W. FAIRES, D.D., #5 South 
th Street, Philadelphia. 


RS. J. T. BESEP 01'S BOARDING 
AND DAY 


for Young Ladies and children, No. 7 East Forty- 
second Street, New York, will re-open 
SEPTEMBER 


28 
A systematic course of study is 
to the Primary, Acad 








adapted 
Arrangem iter tenlty ou com 
ments. eats for family pupils are ampie 
—<— om , 





MOUNT VERNON MILITARY ACADEMY, 


Morgan Park, Cook County, Iil., 


Under new ent, will afford increased 
facilities for thorough education. Fall term 
September 14, 1876. Reference 

Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, editor Sunpay SCHOOL 
Truzs. For address 


Capt. E. N. KIRK TALOCOTT, President, 
Washington Heights, Il. 
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MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 








NEW BOOKS FOR SINGING CLASSES! 


o™ NOT 


Is printed in our new combined notes, (a figure set in 
each round note— for do, 2 for ra, 3 for me, etc.) ac- 
knowledged by all to be the best system yet invented, as 
you have the round notes, and the figures enable those 
rot skilled in reading them to sing them at sight. 


» HOURS : SONG 


1S THE BEST ROUND NOTE BOOK IN THE FIELD. 
Hovrs or Sonc and Jorvrut Norgs were prepared by 
lwof. Jas. H. Fillmore, from long experience and eare- 
ful observation as a successful teacher. The rudiments 
are the most thorough, the music grand. Price 60 cents 
$4.80 per dozen by express ; per dozen by mail. 


FILLMORE BROS., Publish 
Poecimen pages free. OINCINNATIL, 0. 


SONGS FOR THE PEOPLE! 


Gospel hymns & Sacred Songs 


Used exclusively at the religious services held by 
Messrs. MOODY and SANKEY. 


Price, in Board Covers, $30 per 100; 35c. ea. by mail. 
“ Words only, - + Be 100: be. ss ™ 


“Winnowed Hymns.” 
The most popular collection for devotional exer- 


cises ever issued (exce;t the “ Moopy 
& Sankey Sone Boor”) 


Prieo, in Board Covers, $25 por 100; 30¢. ea. by mail. 
“Brightest and Best.” 


Entirely new and sterling Songs for the Sunday- 
school, 





By LOWRY anv DOANE. 


This work should be used in every Sunday-school in 
the land. Those who have ad: pted it are delighted 
with it. 1t 1s constantly increasing in popularity. 


Price, in Board Covers, $30 per 100; 85c. ea. by mail. 


The above and all of our other publications are 
sold by Booksellers and Music Dealers everywhere. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, No. 76 E. Ninth Street, N. Y. 


91 Washington Street, Chicago. 


* A. 0. VAN-LENNEP, 











-_ Montclair, N. J., 
- LECTURES on OnrawraL 
‘ MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. 
, CONDUCTS 8. 8. Institutes, 
ad 8. 8. Normal Classes, 


And 8. 8. Work generally. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bellis of and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Chur 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Courthouses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocke, ete. Fully Warranted, 

Illustrated Catalogue sent Free, 
Vanduzen & Tift, 102 & 104 BE. Second St.,Cin. 


Basgatns in Wreepuing Pe yr and 
31 Hawley Street, Boston, 














INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 


FOR 1877. 
SERMONS BY THE MONDAY CLUB. 
400 Pages, only $1.50, 


Will be Ready about November I," 


Sent by mail on receipt of price. Overs given 
now will have immediate atten.ion on publication 
day. 

LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO., 


Boston, Mass. 

MOODY’ 72 SERMONS AND 

PRAYRER-MEETING 
TALAHS at the New York Hippodrome, from the 
Tribune verbatim reports. The only complete ser- 
mo: s are in this autaorized eoition, eutitled glad 
Tidings. Beware of imitations. 500 8, pa- 
per cover, $2.00 ; extra cloth, 82.00. Mailed on 
rece: pt of price. 18, ordered the first month. 
Agenis sell 25 to 139 a week of thisand our Nk w 
BOOK, Three Jhousand curiosities of 


the Bible; 400 Bei $1 50 
. B. TREAT, Puss er, 
800 Broadway, New York. 


THE 


Teachers Commentary 
ABBOTT on ACTS. 


SEW. ADMIRABLY ADAPTED. 
BEAUTIFULLY ILLUS: RATED. 


Price, (post-paid) $175. A dix ount on quant’ ties, 
The Lessoas in Acis continue through 1877. 


Rev. HOWARD OROSBY, D. D., writes 

“T believe Mr. Abbott is destined to be the Com- 

htful Bible readers. Ellicott 

and A vord are too costly and too learned ; Barnes, 

Jacobus and Owen too fiat and thin; Lange is a 

huge wilderness, but Abbott is simple, attractive, 
Dg.” 








correct and judicious in the use of learn: 


SONGS OF DELIGHT, 


A new Sunday § h ol Buok Words and Music 
fresh and attractive. 35 cents. $30 per hundred. 


A. 8. BARNES & CO., Publishers, 
111 & 113 WILLIAM 8T., New York. 


A YEAR WITH ST. PAUL. 


By REV. CHAS. E. KNOX, 
Author of Davin THz Kine, 


From Rev. William M Paxton, D.D. of 
the First P: Chureh of New OT yg 
“T take leasure in expressing my vi 
estimate of the work, A Year with St. 
I have had oceasion to exemiue it with care as 
com with otber works upon the sam- subject, 
and it has given me pleasure to see the skill with 
wh ch he has condensed, within a short compass, 
ali the important resuits of recent scholarship upon 
this interest ng sulject. The work is so pe:spicu- 
ously arranged and so pleasant'y writte ,+s to 
make it interesti: g to the genera) reader, whilst its 
va ue a8 a text-book is secured. I caunot ppeaene 
& pleasanter cccupation thau to teach a Bi 
upou the plan of this work.” 
© su run parallel with the New Testa- 
ment subjects of the Interuational series for 1876 
and for 1577. 
A. D. F. RANDOLPH & O6@., Publishers. 


NEW SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS 


PUBLISHED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


GRACE WESTERVELT; Or, the Chil- 


DREN OF THE COVENANT. A sequel to “Theo- 
dore” a book about Baptism, 














16mo. Price. $1 25. 
LEAVES AND FRUIT. By M. E. Griffith, 
author of “ Boys at Eastwick.” 
16mo. Price, $1 25. 


WAT ADAMS, THE YOUNG MACHIN- 
IST, AND HIS PROVERBS. By Mrs. Mary 


D. 
Boyd, auth r of “Stepping Stones over the 
Brook” “The Three Rules,” a, &c. 


16mo. " Price $1. 
Address orders to JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superinten‘ent, 
1334 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILA, 








New Turkish Baths, 1013 Chestnut St. 





STEREOPTICON ENTERTAINMENTS 
with the best Dissolving View Apparatus, Oxy-Hy- 
drogen Ligh ote, Buverb views f noted scenery 
in America, a France, Germany. the Alps, 
Italy, E oly «and, ete. Aiso, an entire 
evening of Centennia: Exposition views. Full and 
reliable descriptions given. May testimunial». 
Terms moderate. J.) WILSON, 763 Broadway, NY. 





W. G. HOPPER. H. 8. HOPPER, 


WILLIAM @. HOPPER & CO., 


BANKERS AND BROKERS, 
No, 27 South THIRD Street. 
STOCKS, BONDS, AND GOLD 
jy ~~ and sold on commission. Interest allowed 
on deposits. 





Creat Reduction. 


25 PER OENT. iN PRICES OF 






WILSON & MILLER, 


1210 Riage Ave.; 1211, 1213§Spriug,Garden 8t., Phila, 
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FROM THOSE WHO HAVE TRIED tT! 


What the workers think of The Scholars’ Quarterly. 


HE success of Tne Scnot- 
ARS QUARTERLY has been far 
greater than was expected at 
its start. The demand for it, 
coming from every state in the 
Union, has rapidly increased its 
circulation. Weare assured that 
many schools at the beginning of 
the new year will do away en- 
tirely with lesson leaves and the 
ordinary question-books, and use 
the Quarterty. The cost is but 
little more than that of question- 
books, and the help given is ac- 
knowledged to )» much superior. 
The plan of taking subscriptions 
for it for so short a time as three 
months, enables schools to give 
it a trial at little cost. The send- 
ing of it to single subscribers at 
the hundred price has also aided 
in giving it a wide circulation. 
Superintendents who read the 
words from subscribers concern- 
ing the QuaRTERLY, will not be 
likely to miss seeing a specimen 
copy of it before supplying their 
schools with lesson helps for the 
next year. 
Note.— While the commendations from 
subscribers given herewith have cometo us 
unsolicited, and are but a small part of 


those received, only one adverse criticism 
has reached us, and that from a publisher, 
trouble with 


who says that on ; 
QUARTERLY is that those who get it want 


no other lesson help. 


MAINE.—‘‘ Those of my class who have 
tried the peers find it a great help; 
therefore, I send for more.” fi. F. D. 

‘*Please send me The Scholars’ Quar- 
terly We are delighted with it.” D. T. W. 

“I like The Scholars’ Quarterly ver 
much; please send me four more copies,” 
BE. Ee ks 

‘Please send seven copies. I like it so 
well I want it fora class of boys.” S.L.R. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE —“‘I use them for a 
mission class, and like them very much,” 
C. W.H. 

“| think it is just what is needed in our 
school,—especially in my own class. I 
wish to introduce it." M. D. P. 

“T never examined one until lately, It 
is just such a help as I have long wished 
foe. A BsP. 

‘** For the price, it is the best that I have.” 
A.A. R. 

VERMONT,—‘‘ We are highly pleased 
with them, Are using them in three classes 
with good success.”” A. M. B, 

MASSACHUSETTS.—“'I hope we shall ere- 
en y "e them altogether in our school.” 

** You would be glad to see how much 
the Quarterly adds to the interest in Bible 
“a in our school.” J, 

‘‘ [have a class of ten young men. They 
will all be supplied with the Quarterly, 
They like it very much. I think it better 
than the question-book."" Mrs. L. E. P. 

“IT have found it very useful as a help 
in preparing the lessons. I am sure my 
class will like it.” F. E. B. 

RHODE ISLAND.—‘*It is the best schol- 
ars’ help we have ever had.” P. M. B. 

“T am trying to introduce them in our 
school, and hope to send subscriptions for 
a year soon.’ H., P, 

CONRECTICUT.—‘“‘I am glad to hear of 
the merited popularity of The Scholars’ 
Quarterly. Send mine as soon as you can, 
as I am anxious to have them in the hands 
of my class."" M. E, H. 

“I like it much, and hope to induce 
all my class to take it.” Mrs, J, C, 





pensable help in preparing for my Bible- 
the | Class.” A. a E. 








“T find the Quarterly a great help in 
studying the lessons, as well as in the re- 
view.” M. B. 

“IT would like to see the Quarterly in all 
the classes of our school. It is much liked 
by those who have it; and I hope our 
superintendent may be favorable to its in- 
troduction another year,”” M. E. D. 

“I think The Scholars’ Quarterly is the 
best — class-book I have 
seen,” R.R. P. 

“I have now paid you for thirty-two 
Quarterlies for the year. . . . I think we 


shall want a larger number for next year,” 
H.C 


NEW YORK.—‘‘My sample copy is 
greatly admired. Nothing I have yet 
seen can take its place.” H. T. 

“‘ My class and I find them very valua- 
ble, and we feel that we would not like to 
go back to the old helps,” Mrs. E. T. 

“Your Quarterlies are making friends 
here; have heretofore used lesson leaves, 
and have them for the year. The Quar- 
terlies are superseding them.” J. H. S. 

“Our school has never been as interest- 
ing as it has been since we used the Schol- 
ars’ Quarterly.” C. S. 

“‘T like it so much that I must have it 
for my class of boys."" Mrs. E. G. W. 

“Our school is so well pleased with the 
Quarterly that they desire me to arrange 
to substitute them for a part of the lesson 
leaves.” W. B. E, 

“*Your Scholars’ Quarterly is so highly 
appreciated in our school that I desire to 
get eight more copies,”” J, C. 

“We have been using the Scholars’ 
Quarterly with eminent success. I have, 
as yet, not seen anything in the Sunday- 
school work that equals it.” M.A. C. 

“I have used the Quarterly for the past 

uarter and like it very much, and think 

that by another year it will be generally 
used in our school.” J. W. S. 

“Il have come to regard it as an indis- 





‘“‘T requested some of my best teachers 
to look at the copy I had received, and 
they were so very much pleased that they 
want our entire school to adopt them.” 
a ay 

“I think that it is just the thing that 
every scholar should have.” J. H. N. 

VIRGINIA —‘'I think it is one of the 
best books that I have ever seen for the 
Sunday-school. I wish that every teacher 
and scholar in the county had one. I am 
superintending one Sunday-school and 
teaching in another, and try to get all to 
subscribe for it thatI can.” J. W. T. 


NORTH CAROLINA.—‘‘It seems to me 
that nothing more can be wished for.” 
Rev. J. B. M. 

“‘] have just received the second quar- 
ter, and am so delighted with it that I want 
it for the whole year, commencing with 
January.” J. W. 

SOUTH CAROLINA.—“ Please accept many 
thanks for publishing such an efficient 
help.” L. B. H. 

“TI have found it the best help I have 
yet seen in the preparation of the lessons.” 
G. H. W. 

GEORGIA.—‘‘I think the Quarterly the 
best text book for the Sunday-school 
scholar that I have ever seen.” W. E. R. 

ALABAM\.—‘‘I wish my Sunday-school 
class to see them. I hope I shall order 
again more extensively.” J. M. 

MISSISSIPPI. — ‘<I have been using a 
copy of the Scholars’ Quarterly recently, 
and have to express only the highest ap- 
preciation of its merits,” J.C. R. 

TENNESSEE.—“ Please mail me twenty 
copies of the Scholars’ Quarterly for the 
second quarter. I think my school will 
like them.” J. H. W. 

KENTUCKY.—“ The Quarterly wins with 
both y sro and Bible-class scholars.” 

R 








A 
NEW JERSEY.—“ Please send me twenty 


additional copies of Scholars’ y arey m 
This makes seventy copies in all, which 


will show that the paper takes even with a 
country Sabbath-school.”” H. E, T. 3 
“I might better have made up a club 
for the Scholars’ Quarterly at the outset. 
I have had to order again and again. ht 
is the bést thing out for scholars or teac 
ers, My own teachers are using it, and 
other superintendents agree with us in 
placing it first among all our lesson 
helps.” L.D. A. ; 
“Il am so well pleased with your Schol- 
ars’ Quarterly that I would like to have 
he school of which I am superintendent 
become acquainted with it." 1. W. 


PENASYLVANIA.—‘‘ Those of our teach- 
ers who have examined the Quarterly 
are delighted with it, and consider it the 
ag are: they haveever seen.” Mrs. J. 


“The Scholars’ Quarterly is just what 
we want. I think it is the most complete 
help we have ever had." M. D. G. 

“‘ Everybody who has seen this publica- 
tion likes it, and I would not be surprised 
if I should have to order some more.” 
B.S. 

“The improvement is marked in m 
class since some have taken the Scholars’ 
Quarterly, and I hope for even better 
things when all are supplied.” E. L, F. 

“T have just seceived the Scholars’ 
Quarterly, and like it so much that I would 
like to have you send me, as soon as pos- 
sible, six more copies.’” R. C. 

“Tl am sorry I did not learn of this pub- 
lication sooner, as I would have taken it 
from the first of the year." H.C. S. 

*‘ It is the best thing of the kind I have 
seen. Send me five copies for this quarter 
and next.” F.H.S. 

MARYLAND.—‘‘lt has been my desire 
to introduce into our Sabbath-school the” 
very best helps I could procure, and I am 
frank to say that I have not seen any 
publication which has pleased me so much 


| as the Scholars’ Quarterly.” J.S.R. ° 


“It is the best thing of the kind I have 
seen, and I think hereafter will be gener- 
ally used by our Sabbath-school. Two 
Classes have already adopted them,” F,W, 


is. WR) —" M uarterly came safely, 
' sur by all Pre teat) Reser Mor it 


"We have received the Scholars’ Quar- 
-terly through Mr. , our former su- 
minseient, and like them exceedingly.” 





M, 
“I think they are an excellent lesson 


' yf have tried your Scholars’ Quarterly 
for nearly six months, and it gives me such 
good satisfaction that 1 herewith send you 
an order to supply all my larger scholars 
with it.” H.N., 

“1 am much pleased with the specimen 
copy, and aes | like twelve copies for the 
present quarter.” O. W.R. 


OHIO0.—‘‘ All who have tried the Quar- 
terly like it very much.” Mrs. M. A, F. 

“Your Scholars’ Quarterlies are the best 
lesson books we ever used in our Sunday- 
school.” F. E. O. 

“My school is more and more pleased 
with it, and we shall probably want it 
right along.” Wm. A. F. 

‘** My reason for sending for your Quar- 
terly is that I wish to introduce it among 
the teachers and scholars, and if they like 
it as well as 1 do we shall probably send 
for several copies.” J. J. F. 

“At the beginning of next quarter we 
shall need a larger supply of the Quar- 
terlies, which we think are invaluable.” 
me: MY oe 

“| have examined your Scholars’ Quar- 
terly and am highly pleased with it.” 
Hf. B. 

“I like the Quarterly better than any 
work of the kind which I have yet seen.” 
et. 

“‘I shall hope to introduce them into 
our school at the close of the present 
quarter. I regard them as the most com- 
plete scholars help yet published.” D., 
A.S 


« We have used them but a few weeks, 
but appreciate them very highly.” P. F. H. 


INDIANA.—‘‘ We get the Scholars’ Quar- 
terly in our school, and like it better than 
anything we have ever triea.”” M. P. C. 

“* We think the Scholars’ Quarterly just 
what is needed for scholars in the study 
of the lesson.”” C. W. J, 

“1 like them so wel] I want all my class 
to have them,” “N.S. H, 








“Send me thirty copies of the Scholars’ 
Quarterly. I think by the time we are 
through with this quarter our school will 
want more of them. They are good.” 
H. F. O. 

“We find it the best help we can get, 
and like it because it helps us to search 
the Scriptures.”” M. H. G, 

ILLINOIS. —‘‘Our school prizes them 
very much indeed.” R. P. 

‘Have used it in my class during the 
last few months, and am much pleased 
with it.” Mrs. H. A. B. 

“Tasa scholar found your Quarterly 
so much help that now I have a class, I 
want to have them use it, and so send you 
$2.50, and you may send what you think 
you can for that.” A. M. H. 

“I am so much pleased with them, that 
I want you to send me one hundred copies 
for the second quarter of 1876. It seems 
to me that it is just what is needed in all 
our schools to induce the scholars to study 
théir lessons at home, and also to make 
the study of great interest.’’ D.C. J. 


MICHIGAN —‘‘ We consider them a de- 
cided improvement upon the lesson leaf.” 
Mrs. A. B. S. 

“If scholars and teachers only knew 
more about the Quarterly I think it would 
come into use more. I am much pleased 
and helped by its use, and will try and 
introduce it wherever I can.” J. L. 

‘1 consider the Scholars’ Quarterly one 
of the best helps introduced into Sunday- 
school work.”’ C. B. P. 


WISCONSIN. —‘‘ From an examination of 
those sent me last week I am sure we 
shall like these helps.” E. J. L. 

‘*‘T have seen nothing equal to it amon 
the ‘ lesser lights’ upon the Sunday-schoo 
lessons."” G. B. 

‘I like the Quarterly so well that I wish 
to put a few copies into the hands of those 
scholars who have been constant attend- 
ants for the past three months.” J. 
dD. “ 


jA.—‘« We like them very mucn in- 


pe feel that we can scarcely get 
along tthem.” J. B.F. 

“Although well supplied with leaves, 
many of our schol der and pay for 
this. additional help, which is much 
valued.” L.S, H P 

“In April I sent for five copies of the 
Scholars ly for the use of my own 
class. ‘They like them so well that, they 
say they cannot get along without them ; 
and the older scholars of our school, after 
having examined them, say they think 
the same. The teachers are of the same 
opinion. Enclosed find. Post Office Order 
for $2.80 for which send forty copies of the 
Scholars’ Quarterly for July, August and 
September”’ G. E. A. 

“ | have received the Scholars’ Quarterly 
and like it better than anything I have yet 
seen in its line.”” H. W. 

‘I consider it invaluable, and believe 
it should be placed in the hands of every 
scholar in the land.” H. D.C. 

MINNESOTA. —‘‘I -like the Quarterly 
better than anything of the kind I have 
seen.” H. D.C. 

‘ My wife for her class, and I for gene- 
ral use, think it excellent.”” H. W. P. 

“They have given very good satisfaction 
during the past quarter, and, I believe, will 
do much good.” G H.B. 

“Enclosed find draft for which please 
send eighty copies of the Scholars’ Quar- 
terly. We have tried the es 
like it much better than the Lesson Leaf.” 
N. W.C. 


NEBRASKA —‘‘It is royal, and deserves 
to have its sovereignty recognized.” P.G. 


KANSAS.—“ The Quarterly takes well.” 
W.H. S. 


CAi IFORNIA.—“ The Times, unsurpassed ; 
Scholars’ Quarterly, splendid.” Rev. T. 
H. R. 





SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: 
100 copies, one yeer, ‘four quarters)..............§25 00 
Single copy, one 5 ear, ‘four qu :rters)...... 00 26 
0 copics, bree mon hs, one quarter)... 6 26 
Under 10 cop es, three MOULDS, CBED ... 0.000 00 07 
Publi:hed at the office of Tus SUNDay ScHOoL 
Times. Addcess 


JOH” J. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnad Street, Philade, 
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